‘From little Acorns’ ete.
Congrats to Mr Burns after his Rally
GB success!

{or is that a small part of Wales?)
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CHARMANS CHAT

A great victory for Richard Bumms on the Network Q
Rally of Wales — sorry Great Britain — provides his “hat
trick”. I missed this years event but 1 know many Track-
rod members made the pilgrimage and if what they saw
was typical there were no real crowds of spectators and
road congestion was minimal. You may have other sto-
ries however...........

There are still many events to keep you occupied during
the coming months including our Boxing Day Autotest
(currently at Temple Newsam) which is really just a fun
morning followed by a post Christmas drink in the
nearby hostelry!

Elsewhere you will see some outline details of an event
at Nurburgring we are “organising” which provides the
opportunity for some Trackrod members to expand their
horizons into iniemational motorsport.

Have fun what ever you do — remember the Annual Din-
ner Dance — Saturday 27" January 2001. Oh ves -
Happy Christmas!!

Rod Parkin
Chairman

Editorial.

Xmas? Bah humbug! To quote a famous person’s ram-
blings about good Xmas cheer and spirit. Firstly thank
you to all who bave sent in articles for publication. Tt is
appreciated. Now there’s a lot of good things that can be
done coming to Xmas; use the holiday to sort out those
niggling bits on the car, use the bonus to drink your-
selves into oblivion, (fat chance)(the bonus | mean) take
a well earned holiday or try a Xmas special event!
Plenty to choose from... read on.

Graham Steggles
Editor.



SECS BIT

Well this is the bit that fills the space between the Editor and the
Chairman’s Chat | Well that is what the Editor says. (ha, fooled you.
Ed) The end of another sporting year is closing in on us, so it is
time t0 prepare for that exira bit of turkey, pud & a merry Oh, Oh,
Oh. Then to round the year off there will be the Boxing Day
Autotest at Temple Newsum with Andrew Apperley and yours
truly.

The year 2001 will bring new heighis for Trackrod Motor Club and
you the membership, starting with the Aanual Dinner Dance this
year organised by Simon Taylor and team at the Mansion at Round-
hay Park on Saturday 27 January tiil 1am. For further details speak
to Simon, Katy or Michael. After that we are running the Lookout
Stages at Melhoarae with the co-operation of Keighley & District
Motor Club to keep the event in the Larkspeed Lesgue { you can
find a full list of the League events further in this magazine }. The
BBQ Hillclimb is set to go from strength to strength. If you have
not already read or heard about it then you should know thai the
Trackrod Rally Yorkshire is the final round of the British Rally
Championship for 2001.

2001 looks promising to be a great year for Trackrod Motor Club I
just hope everybody will be there to see it all come together.

Well it’s time to get back to making my Christmas list for Santa
before 1 go to bed. So till next year here’s wishing you all e merry
Christmas and 2 Happy Mew Vear,

Derck Lee
Secretary

TRACKROD'S BOXING DAY AUTOTEST.

This is to inciude very SIMPLE NOVICE TESTS at Temple
Newsam Car Park and a later start time of 9.30am, The entry
fee is only £5,00 and will allow shared cars. No Competition
Licence needed. JUST A CLUB CARD.

There will be a Ladies Award, Novice Award , Best Trackrod
and Fastest Time of Day.

Marshals Required

All will be safely in the pub for lunchtime.

Contacts;  Andrew Apperiey Tel. 07836 544037
and Derek Lee  Tel 01943 875231



Premier Stages Raily
(Graham Steggles/Erama Bain

Car 56 Pengeot 205

Saturday evening, scrutineered, noise checked and signed on
with no dramas apart from a flat tyre on route.

This was about as close as we were going {o get to eveniual
winners Car 8 Sierra Sapphire as it was in the same services as
us when we changed the wheel! Sorted out the handling prob-
lem though as it seems that the tyre must have been going
down ever since we fitted it!

An early start next moming due to the fire alarm going off in
the hotel which made me first head ont into the corrtdor in only
my boxers to be greeted by loads of mainly female heads pok-
ing around their doors and then when hastily dressed and back
in the corridor and we found it was a false alarm, I'd locked us
out! On to the start and my nerves suddenly came back as I was
feeling sick (morning sickness? Not enough beer the night be-
fore? Or something [ ate?) As soon as we cressed the start to
head out on the event everything in the stomach department
was i order again.

On the first stage we sat for ages queing for our minute. Then 1t
was owr turn and the clutch dropped only to find horrendous
engine tramp and no grip. The stage was very badly cut up and
rippled to the extent that full throttle couldn’t be used antil 3rd
gear. Rough isn’t the word. The second stage was a duplicate
of the first with a split set up to the finish and as T tumed to
take a level crossing Emma said, “oh look there’s Phif An-
drews”, T very nearly looked for him but gladly didn’t as whilst
accelerating hard a 90 left loomed.

Got round it though, We must have looked fast there. Emma
was fost for a few seconds and the track had narrowed! It just
goes to show how much value there is in a navigator!

The third stage saw our exhaust drop off in the start of it and
we carried on through very loudly. It bad dropped from the
manifold but was still hung underneath. After bragging the pre-
vious night that [ wouldn’t be needing a service crew because
nowt could go wrong with my car, I had to eat humble pie to



Caroline Marsdens service crew who had given me a ra-
dio, “just in case”, and, as service was straight after the
stage | radioed them. As we entered service a spot noise
check looked at me, laughed and waved me on. Thanks
mate. In service Simon, Nigel, Steve and Malcolm were
waiting with ground sheet, jack and stands. We got out
just in time to see the pug lifted and a cup of tea thrust
into our hands by Edith and Jan. We could get used to
this service lark. The car was ready in 30 mins and we
left the contro} with 1 second to spare before incurring
lateness. Thanks obviously go to them all.

All was well with the next three stages and we set off
towards 2nd service but because of an ambiguous road
book entry we went wrong on the road for 1/2 a mile.
Once back on track we found that Jon and Jobn had lept
in front of us and were stopped just outside service.
Emma’s excited pleas to get back in front of them to en-
ter service had me alongside just as I realised that they
were stopped on the yellow board! No tyres squesled as
I managed to stop front wheel to front wheel with them.
The service control marshals were inspecting how far I
was hefore the hoard from afar and 1 felt Tike an appren-
tice would if his skilled man had given him a job for the
first time! 30 seconds later we entered service.

Parking behind Caroline’s service van the crew ran up to
us asking what was to be done. I replied “nowt”. Well
you could see the disappointment in their faces. It was
raining hard and they were all stood jooking at the car.
We were ushered into the dry warm van, given hot
drinks and food and offered warm clothing. Whilst sat
there 1 glanced out to see them all over my car giving it
a good wash! Maybe I'm gettingold but .......7 (You
know.)

Any way I can’t thank the crew enough for their com-
mitment and support in diabolical conditions.

The last three stages were run in darkness and even
heavier rain. No lamps and no interior lighting made ne-
gotiating the stages very difficutt. It was like a swim-



ming pool in the stages and on the road and Emma was reading her
maps by the light off her mobile phone!! The car developed a mis-
fire which went away once out of the stage. (probably water in-
gress to the electrics) We took a maximum on the last stage be-
cause it was deemed by us both to be too dangerous to go through
quickly in those conditions but finished 41st O/A and 13th (re-last)
in ¢class.

Not one of the most enjoyable rallies we’ve done but memorable
and of course a learning experience and we drove the car there
and back!

When are ‘They’ going to bring in reverse seeding, eh? It makes
sense, cos we won't cut up the track as much as the 4WD class and
they can afford proper equipment.

I know it won’t happen!

Graham Steggles.

The Premier was well supported by Trackrod members including
Bambos Charalambos/Jim Plevey, Andrew Apperly/Dave
Hammond ,Jon Neale/John McNichol, Caroline Marsden/Michelle
Plevey and Grabam Steggies/fimma Bain, All finished the event!

Bambos and Jim 5th O/A  Sthinclass
Andrew and Dave 19th O/A  14th in class
Jon and John 35th O/A 2nd inclass
Caroline and Michelle 46th O/A  6th in class
Grabam and Emma 41st O/A  13th in class

Social Commiitee.
Here is advenced warning of enjoyment.
27th January 2001 The Xmas Dinner Dance

6th February Playstation Rally evening at Gildersome
27th February Bowling evening at Hollywood Bowl, Kirkstail



New Members.

Trackrod Motor Club would like to extend a warm wel-
come to the following new members who have joined
the “North's leading motor ciub’ over the past coupie of
months.

Kevin Pairick, Richard Goldie, Andrew Turner, Peter
Jackson, Humphrey Cobbard, Ben Hayman, Julie
Pearce, Mark Woods, Joyce Langley, Allan Clarke, Jim
Kinloch, Peter Martin, Julian Cardew and Louise Good-
man.

tever reason you joined whether it be to compete,
marshal or to organise we hope you have an enjoyable
time doing so under the Trackrod banner and don’t for-
get spread the word about us.
Once again welcome,

Simon Marston
Membership Secretary.

Marshals!

Phil Andrews has need of bodies for the Xmas stages as
he will be running the Catterick Garrison. Contact him
for a great day out in the sun for fun. Sipping pina cola-
das and watching some great action in the sand. Yeh,
right, OK it may be cloudy and cold and theres no booze
but still vou’il have a good day helping an event run and
watching the antics of people and machine trying to
stither their way to the end of the stage!



New intercom systems
This is some comespondence T received by emal from some guys making inter-
coms.

“R,

We malke headsets, mainly for open cockpit aircrafi. We would like to try our
headsets in a rally car or, better still have someone else (experienced) try them, The
headsets can also be worn with our modified helmet, Gives superb noise cancel-
ling. Even open cockpit with 2 stroke engine just 2 fi away and propeiler whizzing
round flying at 100MPH. Wind straight into microphone. No problem. Just plug 2
headsets together for 2 place communication. All elsctronics and batteries in head-
set 50 1o wires external. Wili also couple easy to radio for car to pit communica-
tions. 100 hours use on single charge. will charge from vehicle if desired. Single
headset will also go straight into top of handheld radio. Gives full ear defender but
also hear yourse!f like intercom, Cuts out all externat noise and aliows only voice
to be heard, Looks like those worn by service men in pits on Formula 1. Who
should we contact that has a rally car who might be interested in irying them. We
are in Yorkshire so someone close would be good and easy.

Any ideag ?

Beast regards

Ken"

“Hi Ken,

1 would iike to suggest that you tum up ore evening at a club meeting to show
your system. Members that attend club nights include Jim Plevey who navigates
for Craig Dykes {Hart engined sequential boxed Escort and next year quite possi-
bly a filll season with sponsorship in 2 Ford Focus)and Bambos Charalambous
(Bscort WRC), John McNichol who navigates for Jon Neale(Daihatsu), Andrew
Apperly who ruas an Escort Cossie and others.

The only problem that I can see with this is that they tend to use Peltor systems at
the moment and may be quite happy with this. Jim is in Thailand for 3 weeks and
John tends to work Tuesday nights at the moment.

The club night venues are held at different places but usually the first Tuesday eve-
ning of the monath is Gildersome Conservative club which is a good venue as we
have a room to oursebves with an area for a presentation. Second and fourth Tues-
days are at the Admiral Hawke pub at Bostont Spa and the third Tuesday is at the
Crown pub at Wetherby. The Admiral and Crown have smallish rooms that are
mixed with the general public so you can turn up with pleasure but these venues
may 1ot suit your purposes, If you want 1o send me some information i.e, dimen-
sions, costs etc. then I can pass these around for you to stimulate interest which
may give you some feedback as to if its worth tuming up or not. Or just come for
an informal drink one night and see what develops. If you come to an evening
commitiee members usually wear some trackrod clothing so as new members
know who to approach.

Hope this is some help to you, Let me know what you want and I will try to sort
this end out for you.”



BRITISH SUPER 1600 RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP & BRITISH
RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP

After extensive discussions with all inierested parties, it has been
agreed that the British Rally Championship and the new British Su-
per 1600 Rally championship will both run to the previously an-
nounced calendar of severn events, each of which will be two- or
three-day run at international status.

DATE EVENT

March 10/11 Rally of Wales

Aprii 28/29 Pirelli International

June 9/10 RSAC Scottish Rally

June 29/Fuly 1 Jira Clark Memorial Rally
August 2/4 Manx International Rally

August 31/Sept 1 Ulster Rally
September 29/30  Trackrod Raily Yorkshire
Derek Lee

“SINGLE VENUE” RALLY AT NURBURGRING
FEB 24/25™ 2001

We have been invited to run a rally on the famous Nurburgring cir-
cuit in February next year. Wheeltorque are the promoters and you
gy have seen the adverts in Motoring News for the Ringmeister
Rally.
Obviously they are going to use local crews for most of the mar-
shalling etc but I need “volunteers” to do timekeeping and the
safety set-up etc. Ideally people who can “turn their hand to any-
thing” from shifting straw bales through standing in the freezing
cold holding & clock (it is VERY <old in Germany in Februaryi!!}
{¥its that cold won't it be difficuli fo find? Oh ook, Ed) You need tc com-
mit to a week off work and be ready to travel on the teatime ferry
from Hult on Wednesday 21" February, arriving back on the morn-
ing of Tuesday 27" The event is 2 days 24" and 25" February. |
The organisers will cover all basic expenses and will provide
“people carriers™ for the journey,
Obvicusly I have to pick a team which will work together and who
have the requisite skills so the sconer you let me know, the sooner 1
can confirm who will be involved and what we may be doing.
ook forward to hearing from you.
Rod




LARKSPEED LEAGUE EVENTS FOR 2001
Here is the list of events for the Larkspeed Leegue 2001. First of all you will
notice that the list give 4 Rallies, 3 Autotests, Z PCT’s and 1 Sprint. You will
also notice that we are bringing in Keightey DMC to Co-Promote with Trackrod
on the Lookout Stages as we finished 12" outside the top ten. We have taken
this opportunity to give support to Keighley and to hopefully pass on some of
the wealth of experience the members of this club have for organising an event
of this size. I would fike to see as much support as possible in you the member-
ship competing on these events and especially on the Lookout.
The Larkspeed League was born 30 years ago as the Shell Yorkshire League
and was formed to give friendly rivalry between Yorkshire motor clubs and this
is why it has lasted 50 long. It is a simple way for you to gain points on events
you compete on for your club the rewards being a small monetary award for
club funds and being in the top ten organising an event in the following year’s
Lesgue.
5o if you feel you would like to compete on one or more of these events please
let me know as I will be sent Regulations and can pass them on o you and give
you any help you may need { with in reason }.
Locking forward to a competitive 2001

Derek Lee
League Captain
ROUN! DATE CLUB EVENT VENUE
D
1 | 25Feb | SportingEscort OC | Autotest TBA
2 15 Apr | Keighley / Trackrod S/V Rally Melbourne
3 29 Apr Y.8.LLC. Autotest Keighley
4 6 Moy |Sheffield & Hallamshire Sprint Curbourgh
5 1 20 May Airedale & Pennine PCT Laycock, Keighley
é 9 Juhe N. Humberside S/V Rally Manby
7 B July Beveriey MY Rally York area
8 | 29 July Tikey PCT Bolton Abbey
9 9 Sept Alwoodley 57V Rally Melbourne
Autotest or .
0 | 16 Sept York Gravel Sprint Acaster Malbis 7?
RE- | 24 June Huddersfieid Autotest | Mintex, Sherburn
SERVE
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As promised, a kind of report about thig years Network @ Rally
Great Britain.

Cry Thursday 23rd November 2000, as most of you would have
been awarse, the Network Q Rally Great Britzin started coff from Car-
diff dowr in Welsh Wales. Us, being the nutter fans that we are, de-
cided o do the 'racatitack’ {does that Involve a plece of string and no trol-
leys? Bd.) even though you had fo have a keen interest in both sheep
and leeks, (Oh, it doest Ed.) we had neither. (Apparently)
Sc at 8.00am we arrived to do some {raffic directing at the manu-
faclurers scruitinesring after a 3 hours or s0 drive. After a few min-
utes we were promptiy bored and so stoed in tha middle of a round-
about so the local councll workers could laugh at us on their way
into work. At 1.00pm we gave up! After waiting for hours for the
cars to emerge from seruitineering we decided that it wasn't even
worth daing the job that we were supposed to be doing,
A brief trip around the rally show was mildly interesting and the nov-
gty soon wore off. 8¢, on {o the Super-Spacial at the docks in the
gvening.
After baing sat in a queue of fraffic for an hour or two, we decidead
that it would be quicker to walk, so parked up and 3 miles later ar-
rived at the dockside, the location of the Super-Special stage. We
missed the first 3 runs, nameiy the guys we wera out to ses, so of-
fer an hour we trundied back to the car, in the process getting fost!
We were really looking forward to our 5* travel lodge {1 think not!)
The Friday saw us having time for a fry-up and off to the last stage
of the day at Myherin (SS8} Driving through the stage itself was
tounh due to the amount of fraffic that had uced i hafora ue gt
sventually arrived at our corner, a fast S0 right into a K right, Not
bad, all off camber and proved quite a good view. it was clear by
this stage that a lot of cars had got problems or were already out of
the event. Niall McShea provided a tow cloud cover and promptly
blew his engine 300yds further up the stage. Unluckyl
After arriving back at our §* accommodation at 12 midnight, we had
to get up before we had even gone to sleep because it was up into
Rhondda {SS9) for the first stage of the day. Driving through this
was a compiete nightmare, 10 miles into stage and visibility was
oniy abaut 10ydst it took us an hourfl (OTL Then? Ed,} When we ar-
rived on the comer, reasonably nice and quiet, so got 5 mirutes
sleep before all the iocal iiots (spectatars) arrivedt About 1000
turned up attogether and hegan causing the usuai problems, stand-
ing in box-junctions and the like. The top runners arrived into the
section at a flying pace and of course, the spectators decided that it
would be quite a challenge to fry and touch the passing cars,
After threatening to stop the stage, the eejils amongst them disa-
peared and ali was calm until local boy Gwyndaf decided fo park up
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next to my car and caused quite a stir. How the car slayed in
one piaca ' never know, talk about wanting souvenirs, they
were like flies around sh™! {wot, 12 bore? Ed.)

Then down came the rain, for those of you who were sitting in
your lounge with the windows and doors opan, trying to get
the atmosphere, unless someone threw a buckst of ice-cold
wafer ovar you, forget it, you had to be there! The car then
bacame a king of huge tumble dryer, much to the amusement
of the Seat World Rally Team!

That evening consisted of eating, drinking and drying out,
raady for the Sunday stage at Margam Park.

Into stage for 10.Q00am, quite a nice lie in and the exhaust feil
off the battle wagon haif way around stage, & siight problem.
So under | went to sort it out. The stage had already been
used once the previous day as with a number of other stages
and so it was very rough, quite hard work in fact. Finafly to
junction & where spectators had aiready started to gather and
some even fried to bum down the Torest. This was of course
the live televised stage, well the last 300 yards was televised
at least and Marcus Gronholm was followed by a daredevil
nelicopter, we could hardiy stand up in the wind, never mind
fly in it} fyou were flying? Ed.) But our goat was achieved, we got
onto the telly! if you watch Eurosport's coverage, from Mar-
cus Gronholm's in-car camera, he goes through a 90 lefl,
hairpint right into K left into 9G right, then if you look on the
right, we are the 3 bright yaliow blobs waving frantically!
Overgll, not & bad weskend, we Could have covered a iof
more stages if we wanted to, but fo be honest, couidn't be

bothered. Bring back Kieider, Datby and the restt fiere here
we afl shout! Ed.)

Simon and his band of merry men, no, idicts! (allegediy! £d.)

Jo The Woods! To The Woods!

Autumn

Season of mists and mellow fruitfuiness.......Aaah - sweetl..,
And this year, wellies and waier and 2 hours to Jim K's in-
stead of the usual 35 minutes! No, you can't go up the A19,
Snaith's cut off from the known world and Selby is crawling
with hellychopters end gushing (in more ways than one} telly
reporters. it was sarly November and we were collecting Jim
prior t0 going to Pickering to start scrutineering for the MEM
Dalby Railysprint. Once we got to Jim's (via MB2, Howden,
Red house roundabowt caff, A3 & quick gawp at Barlby on



the way past, phew), problem no.2 tanded (! sorry, pun in-
tended) in the shape of a phone call from Donna-in-Dalby.
‘Malton to Pickering's flooded, we’re signing the diversion, my
mum's doing the arrows.! Greaf! And actually - it was! Off
the Malton by-pass into town, left at the lights, 2 miles tum
right, through Kirby Misperton and back onto the A169. No
swoat,

Scrutineering was scrutingering, Noise was quist, then we
trundled off ta the Downe Arms for a splendidly sociable din-
ner with the rest of the organising team followed by a short
night's kip. Six o'clock saw the usual stalwarts tucking into the
splendid breakfast buffet feft for us by the chef - cereals,
juices, pastries, hams and cheeses with assorted rolts, to-
gether with DIY toast, tea and coffee. The Downe Arms can
give lessons in customer satisfaction tc many more expen-
sive and bigger hotel cheins in my humble opinion! By 7
o'cdlock we were all presant and (mostly) correct in the
Quarry—finish off the straggiers who hadn't made it the night
before (hi Andy!), then get ready for the day's entertainment
to start at 8a.m. with the first famifiarisation run. Strong men
were seen to shake as their ever-attentive (but this time re-
dundant) navvies strapped them into their cars and pointed
them in the right direction 'up there, turn right, then right
again, yes luv that's a ‘to-you’ and DON'T FOLLOW HiM!'

At least that run passed off without incigert - but it was the
only one that did. Bits of bedywork were soon strewn from
here fo the Woodvard and back up the hill to the Quarry. And
as the runs progressed, and the drivers ‘learned' the stage...
welll Derek Parling was overheard to be pondering the prob-
lem of fitting a seat in the glovebox so Chris could see out of
the washer holes in the bonnet.... Then the sneaky organis-
ers ensured a whole load more fun by turning the stage round
at lunchtime...cooh, cruell Then practice and another 3 timed
runs filled 1he rest of the afternoon with more fun and may-
hem until stumps were drawn just after 4 o'clock. And also
just after Mark Constentine rolled in the Woodyard on his last
run... just as he did iast year tool

it's great event, friendly but competitive, and comparitively
cheap for forest miles, Maybe we'll see YOU there next year,
competing, marshalling, spectating, whatever, But above all,
having fun.

Anne Waison

PS Forgot to mention - Tony Bardy set FTD in his Nissan
Suniny.



UHIIPD KINGHOM

MOTOR SPORTS ASSOQOCIATION

“¥E just been hrawsing through the
minutes of 4 dub’s commites for a

g veor teveryone should have o
hobly). Most discussed Yagic? Their major
competitive evenl... o shortage of
marshals... bow to get mare young
tembers? Close but not quite. No, most
discussed: the anmal dinner.

So, a typical dlub then, Yes, but the
mingtes in qusstion were for the year
19501 Even then clubs were wrastling
with how 1o make the dumn things work,
and the minutes recordad debutes on
whether it should be formef or casuaf
whether ur eorler o7 lter stort would
inereuse numbers; whether on inorease in
ticket prices would cause ¢ collopse, And
o oh. S8 iiings st debuted foday.

0h yes, plus one other thing — a goast
spenker. In 1950 people ke Sydney Allacd
were upprouched but with one differsnce
— the minules made no refarence o ony
fees being poid. Nowodays dubs ara
sometimes shocked fo fired that someane
who e scraped o third in tloss on an
obscure evend thinks this morfts ¢
speaking fee. Nomsense, of coarse, bt
then if u chub Is dalt enough to pay...

Whet o dub should do instend is fook
huck to the last dinnse. Con anyone even
temember who the spenker wos? Na? Did
tickeds sefl OK just the sune? Then instend
of paying for e speaker, gl tha ocal
Borough Surveyor {or his depaty) o soy
o fow viords und save the money. Because
one thing is cerfoln, guests won't romember
tidividuo] elements of o dinner —the
speniter or whether the disco was teo loud

(i was} or whatever, They will only
ramormber the mction us o whole, whether
it was & ‘reet good do” 63 the Eaerle Cod
Filtot secredaviod so poatically guts i,

And § think ensuring o reet good do
meons puting one persar: in charge ~
with suppor] as macessery of course, That
pesson should deaw up a Jimetoble and
then stick to it. Most common cock-up?
Starting loo lafe. If the B or your 7.30
for 8 becomes 8.30 you will never pul
back the hiolf hour and speeches may he
staeting o down is breaking,

The persan ronning the function {and
ulf this opplies i you oee hosting o
funciion ta Jeunch your new competition
prograrsing) shauld ideally ako be the
master &f coromoniies when the spesdhes
shait. Far instance, he or sha should hs
the one to all for hush if moise levels rise
while the mavor is speaking.

Buf what i it's yaurwhose been osked
to speak? Wall, there are thres golden
rules ; ¥, Don't go an for oo long.

2. Bon't g on for Yoo long, And, chove ofl,
3. Bon't go on fox foc long, Ater o quidk
walculation | find Yo my haeror thet ve
given over 1500 speeches and listened to
more thistt 3000 - | mention i not to
seek sympathy but to {ead in to saying
thot during ol thot tedivm T hove NEVER
hetrd uayone criticised for being oo
brief, Planty hive bean criticsed for
overstuying theic welcoma, os well os for
going aver the heads of the nudience by
using jorgon or teling long rambling tufes
about events long = ond best — fargoMan,

One ather thing seems fo be on instont

iS SERVED

nose-up-geHer: vulgarity. | know that TV
has aow dumbed down to the extent et
you need fo go pothaling to waich some of
it, and # can't he long before u notiona)
progromme cavers the more comphicated
aspedts of the Komo Suira using only o
tuba of Smarties, o pap-up lonster and o
prafiy presentar thut the director made
earfier, but that’s no excose for four latier
words during o speech, f the
ulorementioned mayer storms oul with
pursed lips, you won't have done the ¢lsb
musch ood in its kocafity end anyway,
undar the well known workings of Sod's
Low, his firother wifl turn oot ta be one of
your potentiol spensors. Curfuins.

Finadly, befora you shot p don't
forgas fo propose any Tests y0u i
down fo do. Which reminds me, roise
your ghoss ong wish ofl club moenbers o
good (heistmos givd some exding and
safe moforsport in 2001,

Svort Tumer

COD FILLET QUIZ |
:

1. Which eate wiss known o the
“musicat thoiss’ Grand Prix?

2. Who wos nidoered ‘Mot

3, When ond whers did the standord
E-Type Jaguor make ils' compeiion
leban?

&, Which wosks refly ogry wore pointed
apple-green far 19587

ANSWERS ON PAGE iv




MS A
NEWS

MSA-aided cdub
projects top
£1 million

Since it infroduction os the ‘windfull
fund’ in 1995, the MSA Club
Development Ford has aided club
molorsport inikatives with a total velus of
£1,800,390.

Atotel of 208 projedts from MSA dubs
have besn tonsidered, mainty for the
purchoss of safety-rebted equipment of
improvement of vemes.

With o maximum tontribution of half
the project cost up to £5,000, MSA had
actyally owarded £264,780 o the fime of
wiitiveg. Clab investment ond thind-party
sponsorship mede op the remainder of
projaet costs.

The future stope of the Fund hes now
heen extended 1o supper! inter-
associafion events and ‘non-commenciol’
British championships,

RAC brealidown

service

Rumours hiove direolated, espaciofly on
tha infernat, to the effect that RAC
Meotoring Sarvices huve ended discoumt
prices for MSA ficonce holders and will no
longer recover competifion cars from
privele prapery.

HSA bras been ussered dhad service will
ba provided if an Associated Clob member
{which includes aryone joining fhreugh
an MSA motor dub) is stranded on private
ground, Acording o RAC, "this servica is
available where mecess is permitied end
spediatict equipment s not required”.

1n ether words, if your car hes broken
down in the paddeck or siopped of the
side of o Forestry Commission raad, the

i Wiheels 12/60

RAC wilt come and get &;  your cor &
upside down of the bafom of a 150-foot
ravine, they will not, Which seems
rensarble.

WA licence holders wishing bo join the
RAC should colf 0345 414157 during
office hours. To get the special prices ond
the off rond cover, you must quota
reference “AUDGRY".

Associated Cub members will receive
il henafifs enjoyed by mombess in the
public secter, plus 15% discount off
upplicabie RAC enralment and renewsl
prices, exclushen fram tertoin surchurges
when purchasiing RAC Mototing Abrond
services, ond incentives for switdhing to o
cortinuays poyment method.

A saparete issue involves the RAL
payment of commission o dlubs for
enrolling members in the bregkdown
service. RAC Motoring Sarvicas confims
thest na commission on enrelment o7
ranwwal il ba puyahle ta ooy dub for
membeys with o membership date of 1
Detamber 2000 o7 beyond.

For the record, RAC Mutaring Services
s wholly owned by tha Lex Group and no
bonger fros amy legal or commerciad
ceanecion with The Royal Automohile
Club or M54,

Careers at
Autosport Show

Matorspart enthusinsts visiting Autospars
infernational ot Birminghom HEC

{11-14 Janvory} will heve o chance to
convert dreum it renlity ¥ they vis# the
dedicaled Cerears in Motorsport section in
Hall 20.

Exhibitoss indude universities and
tollegas specialising in motorsport,
recruitment consullancies, lroining
ugenties, and persorite] denartments of
mjor emplovers.

Hore information ot
v auiospottinternationel com,
vww.motorsport.cranfield.acuk or
www.myerscough.ocik.

REGIONAL
COMMITTEE

The fine! monting of the year (writes ob
Moy} commenced wilk 2 discussion en two
Hheans from the Rally Safety Study Grouy
sapart: tha fmeminent ‘slick” tyre benand
Beertcing for new competitars.

The comenitiee axpressod contetn over
commamication tnd nofification und osked
thirt BSA puiticisn the backgrourd to the
hem, and toke note of axpast visws on
sglions for licencing 4nd tuition of roly
compefilors.

Diwais ware given of tha Clols of the
Yaar compafition, affirials’ seminaes, the
{Job Development fund, the MSA wehsile
and opportunities for dwmdouding the Csb
Marual and the newly-worded sigring-on
forms by e-mel,

Ane Purker gave u Frovght-praveking
presentation of hes work un the Regionol
Develogmen? proje, !t was ngreed that
imgravamants i commbracofioes and
opportunities For Forther development
sheuld be lnvestigted.
~ Trems from recent GFf-Rond, Sofety ond
Rafies tommittees iretuded volumlory
Hearsting end recining of Netional 8 shme
radly dazks of the cousse, proposals for
woluetary Beanding of svewt sofoly officars,
ond the ovolledility end funding of sescne
ugs.

Detoils of the inter-pssotiction evens
were given, including rood rally, ofl reed
KY¥ 1ricl, autotest, 200 forest stage rofly
chaflenge, and dates for 2008

David Kersey owthined his Matorspor)
Facilittos Usit raper, which inchuded
reference Yo sad-uside land puidence,
certificmtes for lowlul use ox on aherntive
fo plonning permission, and the Countryside
& Rights of gy 8l anrendments. )

Ttems from idhvidual reghons for debats
iocluded difinition of refly Peishers,
esseciation chassic rally champienships,
assooiation fixture bists, o feending and
segistration af velustery offidek.

Bill Troughear end Hicky Moffitt were
elected as Regional {ommitee cholemon
and vice-chatrmvan respectively fer 2001




Facts about...
The British Lawn Mower
Rucing Association

» The Associafion was founded in 1973 in
4 focal pub by o bunch of sporting
enthusioss bemaoning ever incramsing
<osts in ol forsms of motor spon. This new
and extentric spert hecame en almost
averaight success and ofier just twe o
iiree events in the first fow years, soon
beruroe responsible for over o dozen
svemls each senson,

« Tha mein g of sthe Assacéntion is Jo
provide keen, welf orgoaiced ond
inexpansive motar sport, Rexiny takes
ploee between Moy and Cetober, Thers
are aftemaon masfings, the season Jong
Beitish National Chompianships, the British
Grond Prix, the onnvel 12 Hour
Endurancs Race and the Werld
Chamnpisnships ot the end of each yeor,

» There are Haggin and Natier avenings, o
vegulny newsdatter amd social events suth
us the annoal Brund Gross Cutters Bafl,

= §t I i nan profl making erganisation
und any manies meds from events is
given 10 charsiies oF good cuuses locat fo
individwol events. The BLWRA &s run
prismarily for fun loving enthusiasts. it is
ok amoteur spoet, although run i g
professional maneer. There tre no tosh
prizes ond commerdalism i distouraged.
H 15 niot w sport for trophy hunters end
having said that, onyene who wonts to
compete of hielp ron evente or Just be
fnvolved, will be made most welcome.

+ the basic rules are thut olf mowers must
be self propelled by an engine. They must
herve oxginalty heen desipned, menufoctured
an sabd to mow domestic lawns.

= Sir Stirding Moss hos raced lown mowers
and hos won both the British Grond Prix
and the ennual 12 Hour Rexe, Derek Bel
has won the 12 hour twice having had
must of his training whife winning the 12
Muns five fites.

» Fusther info: wwe.racemover.co.uk

waQgﬁ@gm@

REVIEWS FROM

THE GREAT BOOK OF DINKY TOYS,
Hilke und Sse Richardson,

New Covendish Books, £40,

ISBN | 872727 83 2,

This is on exhaustive hardbeck history
of Dinky’s hugely colfectible madeks,
Buspite inltiol impressions that it's only
for serious vallectors, with lats of fstings
ard fobles, the beok does comain soms
gems of informution and i great for
{inding out mare chout thuse hattered
madels in the foft or fipping into ofter
¢ swagmeet.

The dagth of research intludes
fastinoling photos of wooden profotypes
zrd originol dimensioned design
drovrings, Extensive listings of Dinky
products extend fo signs, postess and
promotional Hems such e branded golf
bills ol mugs.

With 252 glossy poges, the volume is
good vabue and jaciudes & wealth of
nxchive photos, though repro is variohls,
Apprasimate vakes woull De vsafe, Dol
overall o great hook,

McLAREN SPORTS RACING CARS,
Duve Friedman, £24,%9,

Rotor Books lntermationd,

ISEN 0 7603 0724 5,

Vet ansther phote album from profific
suapper Dave Friedman ond it's o corker,
Dedicated solely fo Mclaran's sports-
rocers, this is @ cellecfion of pictures from
his seemingly bottemless archive with
long, stene-seffing captions,

Miitional soundbites come fram fhe
wsuol cohorts such us Bab Bondurant and
Dan Gurney.

The imoges ore magical, bat, eside
fram the usuat *Bruce aad Denny Show’,
there's o woalth of skuff on the little guys
« {othar Motschenbacher battling Chuck
Parsons’ Lole 1163 for lust spot on the

podium ot 5¢ Jovite in ‘6% and John
{onnun's heraic eFforts of n sadden
taguna Seca o win by 0 lop. Gaod volse
at nearly £35.

THE BEALILIEY ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF
THE AUTOMOBILE, edited by Nick
Georgune, The Stationcry Office,
distributed by Mewoshire, £195,
BN O 11 702319 1.

There con't be e motoring huck caywhere
who dossn! trensure o well-thumbed
capy af Georgeno’s Complate
Emyclopadia of Motorcars.

First published i *64, this work
become th bikle for enthusiasts so this,
the fourik coming, wos eagerdy
anticiputed. And i¥'s worth the woit. How
i twa volymes, i's beyond
comprehensive.

Hick Geesgano gathersd an arroy of
respeded historions with the brief 1o
concentrate on their spedalisms, the
editor menhy crocieling e ot ihing
legether,

Thik of @ margue, however ahsrure
the chances are it's i — Dunklay
Pramwtor or Montevideo’s R-Sgert
anyhody?

Dbvioucly there sre bound to be
armissions among the 7,000 covered but,
ahier much heod scrafhing, ofl we cauld
come up with wus the Mini Mouse frike
ond, surpeisingly, HWM which did, of
course, build rood turs,

Bot picking foult with such 4 labour of
love is sanseless. Georgano should be
congraiunied on hoving the vision 1o
preduce such on guthoritufive reference
work, He wifl probably recsive no thonks
from those wha plogiorise this
encyclopaedia, but it will probebly doulle
ist value in $ime. A must for all students of
moloring history.

Wheels 12/00 i



e Pressures

THE question is simple enough *how 4o
you know which tyre pressures fo run?”

And the simple guestion Is: "The tyre
pressues Wat give you the hest
performance fram the tyres’ ~ for o
tomgatitian ver, for & rond car it's 4 very
differant story. With u compstition car,
Finding the opfimum prossures is no
simpla fask, sa you start of the obvioys
woce, the iyre manufackmar's
recommended setfings.

Fraen here yau o tesiing with e
corner weighls adjusted and the steering
geometry checked and set to where you
think it cught o be. What you then need
it @ fyre Yemperiue gouge. The tyre
manufacures will also be cble 1o tell you
the tamperntura af vihich the tyres defiver
the best performante and when they ure
averhesting. Off you go for holf o dozen
lops to get he lyres worm and thew you
come indo Iha nits. The First thing ta chack

]

Y T

is the hot tyre pressure. This is fhe
pressine you ure drivieg with, nol the
cold pressure you started with. As the tyra
heats up, the air expands ond the
pressuse increnses. You ako need fo know
the tyre temperature — mansured atross
the freed, Le. outside, centre and inside.

for comract tyre pressure the theory
suys tha! the average of the inner and
outer temperstures should equal the
eenire reading. For example: 58/60/70
teg ucross the tread would be right even
though the temperalure sprend might not
be ideal. I the cenire temperutore is
igher than the sveroge, you lst some air
aut, if it's lower you put some gir i,
That's the theary, but it doasn't alwoys
work oul to be the best setiing. The tyre
pressures e bo wsed fo bolance the «w,
i.c. add soms oversteet or undsrsteer and
this offen gives befter lap fimes, aven
thotgh the temperature spread i tefling
you otherwise,

You should, again in theory, alter the
eamber angles fa get an avan

A Merry Christmas
. and a Happy New Year
. ¥o al{ Motor Clup
Mewmb ers

- =3 RYY &

MOTOR SPORTS ASSOCIATION
UNITED WINLGBGOM

ZCARS

il CAR CORVERSIONG

tempareture sprand across the fyre, bui
sometimes you get better bup fimes with
the vuiside of the tyre runming o touch
hotiar than the rest, ond an, | don’t know
why... .

Far o fust rond car it's v different
game. Tyre wour i just es important fo
most of us 05 performance. The angles
and pressures thot work on & drevit wil
ot work on o roud cer, Quite simply you
will wear out the outside edges since the
car spends more Hime going in o straight
{ine ther cornesing hard, Here
manufaciurer's recommendations ofen
provide tha oplimum compromiss,

QUIZ ANSWERS

1. Ar&enﬁnﬁ BF 1955 (The Ind Ferai £
had 4 drivar dunges}
Z ?g;sgm Furing Workd Champion

3. Oubton Purk Spring meofing 1961
{Grahem HiK) "

4, Trivmph TR34

iinyis CARE: CRVERSIONS

{oerespondnte bo Short Torne, /o HSA, Malor Sports Howsa, Rpvercite Park, Conbresk: Soogh SL3 Q6

v Whaak 12580



The Geriatric Navigator Reports. Premier Rally 2000,

Having threatened the diminutive Daihatsu in truze teacher
style that it "must try harder” we want off to the Premier Rally
in the Notlinghamshire forests determined to make or break
the thing.

We were delighted to be in such excellent Trackrod company
with no iess than five crews out (so why am I writing this?)
(hecause you were very kindly voluntaered by mel Ed.) Bambos and
Jim were so high up the entry list they had & nose bleed, An-
drew Apperiey had obviously run over the seeding commit-
tee’s cat the last time he was there and languishing down the
battom end were Graham and Emma, Jon and myself and
Caroline and Michelie.

'l spare you the details of what happened stage by stage but
1 wish there had been: a prize for the best team of five be-
cause we all finished an extremely tough event and even
picked up a few frophiest

The event ran late 50 we were running in the dark for the tast
set of stages in tarential rain with standard headlights. The
lithe Daihatsu was like a pebble being skimmed across a leke
most of the time but | think we began to come to terms with
just what it can do. Woe finished second in class, just one
second behind the winner and Bambos and Jim also picked
up an award but the real heroes were Carcline and Michelle
for battiing against horendaus conditions and an off late on
{o get to the finish. Its character building this raltying!

Pm sure all the crews would want {0 say a big thank you fo
the service crews that tumed out and kept cars (not always
their own) and their crews going in very difficult conditionss.
“THANK YOU ALLT

And finally - we have decided the Daihatsu can stay, it will
never be fast down the straighis in Yorkshire but it is different
and fun, [tis also gconomical; the chase car uses more pet-
rol than it does!

John MoNichot,

P8 Happy Christmas to everyone Jenny and { know, you
wan't be getting a card!



“Hi Graham,

Thaoks for ali the info,

We are based in Barnsiey South Yorks, We know the Peltor very
well. These were often used in microlights a few years ago as they
were considered one of the beiter systems, This was until ours came
out. There is no comparison now between that and ours other than
they look s little similar, For reasons of noise no one who flies open
cockpit would chose peltor. What we could do with is us tuming up
at some sort of practice session not too far from where we are. We
would not want to interfere with the prastice but it could give one of
the teams the chance to try the system out. We feel confident they
will be gobsmacked.

Cheers for now

Ken”

Anyone interested? Try emailing them at NewiBalrzone.co.uk and if
1 get any more info I wilt publish it. If you do contact them and try i
please let me know as | world like to follow up the story in the Mag.
Thanks,

G.Stegles. Editor.

| New Web Site.

Take a lool at this if youshave time Trackeod has
received an email from our web site asking for a
link to be inserted and I've had a look. Rally cars
can be advertised here. Don't know about costs
etc. but if you are in the market or want to sell then
visit it and check it out.

wwwy rallyears.co.uk

By the way at the time of going 1o press our site
has had 740 hits.



A FEW ITEMS OF INTEREST IN THE LATEST MSA CLUB
BULLETIN

TYRES

Slick and cut slick tyres will be banned from special stage rallies
after 31 December 2000. Exceptionally, Dunlop will be permitted to
supply factory-cut slick tyres uatil 1 July 2001, but competitors will
not be allowed to make any alteration to the Dualop tread pattern
DRIVER TRAINING

From | January 2002, a nrew Stzge Rally Driver competition licence
wil be introduced together with a mandatory ‘starter pack’ and
mandatory attendance at an approved rally school.

The starter pack and rally school attendance will be highly recom-
mended for new special stage drivers in 2001.

OFFICIALS SEMINARS

The MSA will run another series of seminars for event officials in
2001, This year the seminars are targeted at Clerks of Course and
Stewards, so if you would like to attend please let me know and 1
cant put your name forward. Trainee Clerks and Stewards or those
who would like to take up one of these posts are also welcome.

The seminars will be a full day stariing at (930 and finishing
around 16.30. The nearest one ta Trackrod members will be held at
Beckerts Park College, Headingley Laeds on Sunday 23 February,
MSA STEWARDS & SCRUTINEERS

With the increasing number of events that require qualified offi-
cials, the MSA is looking for suiizble people to train as MSA Stew-
ards or Scrutineers. If anyone feels that they would like to train for
either of these posts, let me know and I will give you the contacts at
the MSA.

HELMETS & SUITS

Below are summarised the cequirements for 2001, but for detsiled
information it is advisable vo check specific requirements in Section

Q of the Motorsports Yearbook.
Helmets: National events
- BEo6658 Type A and Type A/FR
- Snell SA95 and SA2000
« SFI3.1and 312
Suits: National
- FLA homologated

- DBS6249Part | Index Aor B
- ENS533 (or prEN533)



*NEVER SAY NEVER’
{ i always comes back to haunt you 13)

s Rally 20

After a horrible trip down to Mansfield due to terrible wind a rain we
arrived at scrutineering and met up with Michelle Plevey, Carolines
navigator and Graham Steggles and Emma Bain who were aiso compete-
ing as was Tim Plevey hitching 2 ride with Bambos in the Escort WRC,
Scrutineering was passed and off to the hote] for the night,

Whilst the three navigators were marking up their maps the rest of us got
on with the serious stuff [ike drinking (Only to be sociable you under-
stand!l} Maps marked and food was ordered, it was arcund this time
when organising service and management vehicles and who would have
what radios that our Editor whose tales of car building and budget raliy~
ing we have heard so much about (T'm sot complaining) asked the ques-
tion why did he need a radio as he would not need a service crew as
nothing would go wrong and if & did he had nothing 1o repair it with any-
way.

The start came and went with a couple of crews and service vehicles tak-
ing the wrong route due to some iffy instructions in the road book (Steve
and Myself included) we arrived at first service and awaited the arrival of
the cars.

A short time later the radio crackled into life it was Graham with the fol-
lowing message * Get somne long nuts and bolis ready T've pulled the
front pipe off don’t know what can be done * Nuts, bolt, washer and ex-
haust clamps were gathered together and his arrival waited. Inlo service
came Greham and Emma which we knew as we heard them 10 mins be-
fore, After the environmental scrutineer had laughed at them at his noise
check in they came. Malcolm and T found the front pipe hanging loose
and set about sorting the problem. Twenty munutes later and bang oun
time they left service with a secure and if only slightly quieter exhaust.
Meaowhile Nigel and Steve cared for the Skoda of Caroline & Michelle
which typically needed nothing doing.

At this point 1 must say that having heard all about Grahams building of
the car and his borrowing and fitting of bits T assumed that he would
know what size nuts and bolts he had vsed, but notl a 13mm not on the
summp guard turned out to be 17mm!! and the exhaust bolts had shrunlk
from 13mm 1o 1mm {muost have been all the rain)

Second service went with no problems except for weather as at this point
it was throwing it down with rain which coupled with the dark had made



the stages extremely slippy. The only other problem was when Caroline and Mi-
chelle's car cut out and refused to start two stages form (he finish, after eventually
getting the Skoda re-started they made it back 1o the finish at Mansfield as did
Graham & Emma. Not bad considering they didn’t need a service crewt!

The End.
Simon Marston,

Just on a personal note Caroline and § would like to thank Mum & Dad, Graham,
Carol & Andrew Wride, Malcolra & Jan Jagger and Stephen Lancaster and any-
body else we've forgotten for alf their help, support and food in  at tumes some
horrible weather conditions.

Great Balls of.....

it's come round again - that time of the year - hoover the sequins, steam
the velvet, let out the biack frousers une mere notch... time to go to the
Bailt and the Awards do, and tha Mator Club Dinner Dance And Annual
Presentation Of Awards, and the Xmas party with streamers and the office
junior who ends up in the Ladies bawling her eyes out because the spotly
youth in the mail room hasn't tried to snog her under the mistietoe. You
know the scene - danced there, drunk that, got the hangover to ¢oin a
new plirase. But this year, the sequins got an exira dusting, because we'd
got an invite to the Intemational Rally Drivers Club hash in Ceardiff where
the first ever Roger Clark Award wirner would be announced. We had a
Ui U a propristry interest, as wa'd been supporiing 3 oul of ths 7 finglists.
Luckily, our hotel was next to the Cardiff Arena (if you don't count the dual
carriageway which separated us - | didn't until | tried hurdfing the central
reservation in ankle length chiffon and sirappy sandals. Not recom-
mended if you're frying to look dignified.) so it was quick drinkies in the bar
to get warmad up, then off to the party. The eveing's format looked sim-
ple - dinner, charity auction, R Clark award, then drink or dance depend-
ing on your preference. Well - | couid hardly get my warm saiad of salsa,
rocket and auberging down my throat for rubber necking! Every time |
lifted my fork 1 got a dig in

the ribs - 'look it's Richard..or Colin.. or Marcus®.. or David'. Just like an
ordinaryTV dinner really - except it was real. (Gronholm you twerp, not
Dodd)

But the fun reaily began with the charity auction. Richard Stcodley did an
absolutely fantastic job as the auctioneer in persuading (very rich) people
ta part with money. How about £1000 for a child's drawing of & car? #
was red so Andrew Cowan bought it for a grand! | shouid at this point
mention that the child was a patient af the Great Ormond Street Hospital,
And every other auction item was treated as generously by the rich and
famous to raise money for the charity. Then it was on to the main evert -
the 7 finalists in the Roger Clark Award were ¢ach called up on to the
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o make the presentation. The judges decided that Niali
McShea had the qualities they were looking for. which flat-
tened our evening a bit, cos he isn't one of aur three! Never
mind, try again next year. Then it was on with the drinking,
dancing and chatting (in no paricular order) till the Arena staff
threw us out at 2 o'clock . Phew, what a night! Did | enjoy it!
Am t locking forward ta the next one? (Yesh) and the one af-
ter...and the one afler, etc.. all the way through till February?
Ask me again next yeart

Anng Watson

FOR SALE/WANTED.

1.9 Cylinder head (Less than 10K miles) - £100.

4 off 1.9 Gti alloys - white ~ never had tyres on £200.
1 Poir 6PN Gravel Bilstein struts,

1 Pair Rear Gravel Bilsteins. - £250 the lot.

1.9 &% Front 1144 Mintex pads - Now - £30,

1.9 61i Rear 1144 Mintex pads - New - £25.

01757 617263/0589 400930

E mail john.neale@british-energy.com

Peugzot 205 bits,

1.6 6TI engine with injection and ancills, $td. 12000 road
miles since receipted rebuild, €150

Magnex S5 exhaust. 1 part tatty but sound. £100
Wanted; Quaife L.SD for Pug 205

G.5teggles, 01132893641



RAC Rally of Britain Report.

Mark Fisher, the 27 ysar old Ulsterman, along with his experi-
enced co-driver fellow kishman Gordon Noble has had a
dreadful day on the first serious seven stages of the world
rafly championship, the Rally of GB. (HUH?Eq.)

On the first Supsr Special Stage, held iast night on the newly
completed 1.6 mile spectator friendly track in the centre of
Cardiff, they were thoroughly enjoying the experience, when
the car steamed up afier hitting the water splash. This then
cost them quite a few valuable seconds, and they finished the
night in 42nd overall, However, at the start of this cold, rainy
day, typical Rally GB (that's bstter Stelia.Ed) weather, it all
started to go homribly wrong. The first group of three stages
fotalled some 31 miles, split as 8, 7 and 17, with service only
attowed at the end of the loop.  On the first of these, a sus-
pension problem occurred, resulting in 2 very slow Yme. It
worsened on Stage Tyle, and with the longest stage to follow,
the crew cobbled together a repair, Although this kept them in
{he rally, they also netted some road penalties. The combina-
tion of the slow times and the penallies saw the crew finish
this section in a lowly 110th place.

With high hopes that the service had repaired the problem,
they tackled the next loap of 2 stages oniy t¢ find an even
worse scenaria, Three wheset drive made the car virtually un-
driveable and Mark found that the car “snatched” erratically
over the slightest bump. It was with a guisy drive that the
crew made the next service halt at all.

Al this service, back in Builth, the gearbox was changed after
the electronics engineer had discovered the exact problem
inside the differential. Without dropping any further time, the
French mechanics put the car out of service, bul they had
none of the precious 20 minutes available to check the sus-
pension, s¢ the car's handling, albeit improved, was still un-
predgictabie, and certainly not to Mark’s Jiking.

However, the last two stages went sericusly better than the
earlier part of the day, and the crew netted a 22nd fastest and
24th fastest respectively in Hafren & Myherin stages, despite
being completely dark. This has moved them back up through
the field, and into 83rd overnight.

Mark commented "it's been a very, very difficult day. The car
just wanted to fiy off the road, it's been an incredibly testing
time. 1 didrv't stick my neck out in Hafren or Myherin, as [ was
still 2 bit nervous of the car. However, | have to make sure |



start tomorrow with a positive attitude.”

The service crew had 45 minutes at the last servica to finaily
snable the geomstry and suspsnsion to be properly aligned,
so tomorrow should see a better set of stage times on the
board.

“If's like driving a grizzly bear" was how Mark Fisher finaly
summed up the Friday stages of the Rally of GB. (come on now
Stells, Pve told you once! Ed) However, today, Saturday, the griz-
zly still had more aggravation for the Super 106 Cup prize
winner and retirerment soon beckonead.

On stage 1 of the 7 stages today, & repeat of yesterday's
Rhendda stage, the car went on to three cylinders. Despite
this, Mark and fallow Irishman Gordon Nobie posted & 25th
overail time, yet again moving them dramatically up many
places into 52nd overall,

The next stage, Rhaola, still in the Neath valley complex, saw
the gremiins re-appear in full spaie. An unexplained suspen-
sion failure in turn caused damage to the main water hoses,
losing all the water which caused the engine fo overheat, and
over 120 degrees were recorded, They limped through the
last five miles of the stage. At the stage end, the car wouldrit
restart on leaving the time control, although they finally got it
started and coaxed it into the service area,

Retirement was inevitable and the crew hung up their heimets
on arrival into the park. Their time through Rhaola netted
them a place on the results sheet, ircnically another improve-
ment into 45th place, their exact seeding for the rally,

During that iast stage, they also narrowly avoided a collision
with fellow compatitor Papadimitrou, as they lurched side-
ways at a hairpin. They hadn't seen his approach, aithough
they had been keeping a watchful eye out, and as Papadimi-
trou started his passing manoeuvrs, they were nearly ditched
as they took aveiding action. Understandably, the crew are
distraught that their prize drive and all the work they have put
in through the year has tumed sour, but they can take satis-
faction that they have put their best inlo it, and on this occa-
sion, the car has just fet them down,

However, the team remain positive that so many miles were
successfully achieved in testing, and appreciate that some
improvements must be made in event scenario.

Released through Peugeot Sport

Steila Boyles
Peugeot Rafly Co-ordinator



TROPHY POINTS CLAIM FORM

Competitors tick [V'(] appropriate
boxss below and provide evi-

Members Name

dence (resulls)

Event Name
Evart Type:
Event Date Autotest {1
Economy Run [ 1]
Organising Club: Hillclimb [ 1
Trackrod [ 1 PCT {1
Other Road Rally I
Stage Rally MV i1
Type of Claim: Stage Rally SV {1
Driver ['1T Treasure Hunt [ 1
Mavigator [ 1 12-Car [ ]
Marshal [ 1] Other -
Service Crew i1 state type
Organiser ;
state position
Event Status
Clubman CM [ ] National "B [ ] ANCC Round {
National “A* [ ] Internationat] | LARKSPEED Round [
Other
For Official Use Only RESULTS
Date received Your Entry No

Frocessead by

Awards eligible for

ALL clalims to be made within 3 months from the date of the event

Position Overail
Position in Class

Na. in Class

L



XMAS DINNER DANCE!XMAS DINNER

The Social Committee has organised the Xmas dinner
dance to be held at The Mansion in Roundhay Park on
27th January 2001. Tickets will be priced at £18.50, All
the usual plus good food. Some tickets may be raffled,
or given away as prizes. So attend club nighis to be en-
tered,

DECEMBER

5 Conservative Club,Gildersome
{2 Admiral Hawke, Boston Spa.
19 Crown, Wetherby

26  Admiral Hawke, Boston Spa.

JANUARY 2001

2 Conservative Club,Gildersome
9 Admiral Hawke, Boston Spa,
16 Crown, Wetherby

Trophy Points

} have had an amazing response to publishing a much de-
pleted traphy poirts list. From the opening of the year | had in
total perhaps 15 to 20 claims, now there are lots coming for-
ward, some from as far back as February 1. Please re-
member when vou claim points you MUST fumish an entry
list and a set of resuilts. If | am not in possession of these
items, | will not be in a position to award points. An updated
Trophy Points List will appear next month, and please re-
member that the CLOSING DATE for claims will be the Deliv-
ared Post on Monday 8th January 2001

Barry Dove



Chaiyman/Assoc. Rep
Red Parkin
15 Holly Drive
Tinshilt Lane
LS16 6EF
0113 2262422 (h)
(830 7383535 {m)
rod.packin@virgin. net

Simon Taylor

0973 914965 (m)
Simontaylor
@powerpromotions.
fregserve.couk

iGompetitions X

Jim Plavey

24 Kirkfield Avenue
Thorner

L814 3EL

0113 2892127 {1}
U502 277995 (m)
jim.plevey@virgin.net

Editor

Graham Steggles
'St John’s Court
Thomer

LE14 34X

0113 2893641

g.steggles @virgin:net

vour 2000 Oommitte%

Treasurer

Michelie Plevey

24 Kirkfield Avenue
Thorner

1814 3EL

0113 2892127 ()
0389 153584 (m)

michelle plevey@rali?1.com

Sacial Commities

Katy Lee

26 Spencer Road
Guiseley

L8320 9LG

01943 875231 (h)
derekles.lee@virgin net

PR Dfficer

Andrew Apperley

The Gate House

Church Road

Altofls

WES INJ

(1924 892579 (h)

0836 544037 (m)
andrewapperley@rally2.
fenet.co.uk

Trophy Points

Barry Dove

5 Kenilworth Gardens
Gildersome

L.S27 7EW

0113 2536985 (h)

Tom Watson

01405 860758 {h)

0589 769641 (m)
atmeng@compuserve.com

g
Derek Lee

26 Spencer Road
Guiseley o
L8206 9L.G

01943 875231 ¢h)

derekice. lee(@virgin.net

Michael Kerap

8 Redhal! Garth
Leeds

0113 2329160 (h)
mkemp@inmyworld.
frecserve.co.uk

Member,

Simon Marston

20 Berkeley Avenue
Harehills

LS8 3RH

0113 2481323 ()

0589 152580 (m)

simon. marston@virginnet.
co.uk

rchandise Re

Chief Marshal

Arthur Heaton

29 Kings Meadow Meivs
Wetherby

L§22 7FT

01937 588287 (h)

{7808 579018 (m)

Eguipntent Officer

Andrew Vatley

81 Moseley Wood Gardens
LSi6 71D

0402 564314 (m)



