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I trust you all enjoyed your New Year
celabrations and have remained *bug free”.

Not a lot to repart this month except to thank
the organisers, compelitors and, of course, the
marshals who supporied the Navigational
Scalter & Boxing Day Autotest, | do know that
the same people organise these evaenis each
year so if there wre any wvolunteers for

Elsewhere you will find details ol the two Rally
Championships ahd, whilst wa have vet to
finalise details. hopefully the Trophy Peints
systern will be simplifiad again this year with
more ‘nominated events” o make the various
frophies moje consistent with  Trackrod
stipported avents.

Please support your ciubs' champlonships and
the Larkspeed League - again hopefully datails
cfsowhere in the magazine.

Finally, reminders of the two dinner dances
coming up - sur own on Saturday 2¢™ January
and, perhaps less well known, the Yorkshite
Moatorsport Dinner on Salurday February 12",
Moat House Harrogate - aur own Simon Taylor
is providing the disco and we also have
entertainment and a guest speaker. Please try
to support this *Yorkshire event” and Jof's have
a ful} table from Trackrod. See Garofline for the
Trackrod event and myssit for tha Yorkshire
Rinner.

Happy 2000!

Hod Parkin.

EDITOR

Wall heva we ara in tha new Millenium, and the
first Issue of the magazine.

Publication has intentionally been delayed this
month, dus to the holiday period - there would
only have been a day to produce and print the
magazine on the return to work, and ] wasn't
feeling up to & session on the keyboard after
sesing the New Year in, Personally | biaim the
fireworks, the fumas from my sparkler gave me
a terrible haadache !

With the New Year there is inforimation on
sevaral championships this momhb including
the ciubs own stage rally champlonships,
further dates will be published as the
information comes in.

In the meantime, get writing - if only half the
arlictes I've baen promised furn up my joh will
be a doddle.

Stuart Marsh,

moxr HOUSE, mnnoaxra
SATURDAY 127" FEBRUARY 2000

This event Is designed to appeal to all age
groups from the Yorkshire area. There will be
motorsport enthusiasts from all over the region
and if is an ideal opporfunity to mest old
frlands in a frisndly atmosphere.

There will be a guasl speaker, professional
sntertainment and a disco {run this year by our
own Simon Taylor). Dress is “optionat” {i.e.
suits/Dinner Jackeis) although no-one has yet
beaen thrown out for “smart casual® So why not
get & few friends together and make up a
Trackrod tabis,

Dinner is timed at 15-30 {or 20-00 and the cost
it £20 per person (in advance, of course)} and
bookings can be made through Rod Parkin at
any club night or phone 0BE0 783555, See
you therelt



¢4 Jan Conservative Club,Gildarsome.
11 Jan  Admiral Hawke, Bosion Spa,
18 Jan  Crown, Waetherby.

25 Jap  Admiral Hawka, Boston Spa.
01 Feb  Conservalive Club Gildersoma.
08 Fab  Admiral Hawke, Baston Spa.

15 Feb  Conssvalive Club Gildersoma.
Gz night with M.G, Car Club.

22 Feb  Crown, Wetherby.
29 Fab  Admiral Hawke, Boston Spa.

Caroijne Marston,
Sacjal Secretary,

CHIEF MARSHAL.

Heare ars some dates for yowr diary -
remembsr Spring is serfousty busy in the
Yorkshire forasts,

Jan 22 /23 WichWay Road Rally.
North Yorks & North Lancs,

Jan 30 Riponian Stages Raily.
Feb 18 Croft Marshalis Iraiting day.
Fab 20 Kall Kwlk Rally 2000
Stilt no response from anyone |
Mar 5 Robin Hood Stages Rally
Sherwood Forest,
Mar 19 Harewood Marshalls Training.
Mar 25 MNorth Hurnberside Forest Rally.
Arthur Heston,

Chief Marshalt,

F'rovlsional dates for the 2000 Larkspesd
League shown balow.

DATE CLUB EVENT
12 Mar 3E.O.C. Autotest.
15/16 Apr Trackrod S.V. Rally,
30 Apr ¥Y3.CcC. Autotast,
7 May Sheffield Sprint,
& Hallamshire
21 May Airadale PCT.
& Pennine
10 Jun North S.V.Raliy.
Humbarside
18 Jun Huddersiiald Autotest.
9.Jul Bavarlay M.V.Rally.
23.Jul llklay PL.T.
10 Sap York Sptint.
Resarves
B8/9 Aprit  Alwoadley Road Rally.
Sep / Ocl Kaighley Autotest
o P.C.T.

Remambar theso dates ae provislonal and
thete may be some alterations and /lor
additions and deletions.

ADVERTISEMENT.

Phil Andrews would appreciate any pin badges
or similar from the A.A.C. Rally or other
svents.

Ring 01937 BBBESS,



UHETED KINGDOM

MOTOR SFORTS ASSOCTIATION

5 this is the fiest Wheeks of
A 2008 {writing fhat makes me

feed os if life hos moved fnto
onoshar capecily dossh | couldn’t think of
o better woy of kicking off the new
millennium than by telking o Box
Mesely, Prasident of the FIA, nboet Bfe in
gonesal and molorsport in prrticalor,

First, | showed hin the results of the
Eeurie Cod Fille! vote un the British maios-
sport highhighits of the fast 100 yeors ond
asked if he ogreed with the ronkings {see
last Wheeks), { got the feeling tht ECF is
not o neme thal craps up often within the
hatlowed halls of the FIA, hid he rafhied
bagaly and, broadly, ogreed with how
the voling hud gone, although he soid be
would have put the Coswarth BFY sfightly
higher than 7ih becousa it wos a world-
beater over such ¢ fang period, while -
olthough recognising that it was o
massive athievemend — ha wauld have
edged the Thrust effort down ¢ shade.

As an aside, practically everyone who
soes the list moves the record bronking
either up or dawn; nehody is neuiral,
Enthusinsts for the art form moy already
knaw thut someene in Ledbury Is seeking
sponsorship for an oBempt fo esioklish an
hydroulic lend speed record, To quote the
sponsoeship lanflet: *The pawer source
wanld be mmins water pressure, of 0
suifable head of wrler, driving o paddle
wheel, A fuid fly-wheel waidd aet as the
enargy stove.” Dnie cun only hope the
effort is flushed with sutcess,

Auyway, buck 3o the Peesidant. When |
asked wht be looks back an with most
salisfaction, he immediately mentionad
Hiis invelvemen! with the Europenn Hew
Lor Assessment Programms (Eura NCAP},

At first sight this moy e} ssem fo have
much connedtion with us bist it fact it con
onily he beneficiaf thet the sport is closely
linked with raad safaty. Over the lost 100
years, the sport has uid daims to halping
1o develop more refiable and better-
perferming cars; # wan't do our image
eny harm if the next 100 yeors sea us
Iinked with making sefer und
enviranmantully seunder cars instend.

20/20
VISION

I ¢hen usked Mux to look ahead, to
take & 28/20 vision if yau like, ond
Farecost where the sport will be in the
year 2020. He thinks it will ke enere
widespraod, parficulerly of entey fovel.
This i becuuse ordinary roud driving will
become incremsingly ovtommted and
controlied, with tovs starting te drive
themselves ond speed limits imposed
from outside the car by efectrenic meons,
Anyong who wanls fo drive In u sperting
way will be forced 1o do thisin very
remuote oreos or, mare usually, et wolor
sport even's., (At Moter Club Workshops
onfy a towple uf yeors ego, cerfein things
wara forecast us kely 1 happen offecting
maiorists “same years in tha future”,
Wrong. Several of them hove akreudy
hoppened, sn fust is the poca of dhonga),

He forecasts thiaf cars will no fonger bs
driven by humons but will operete like
narsonel irains; the only form of

mataring as we know it will be molor
sport, He sees the spart having @ huge
following ct the tog level, with sofe and
sophisticated machinery entirely
controled by the drivers. Ha redkons it
will be about os retevant ta roud frafhic os
horse rating is todoy; peopla will laak
back und say "they got it right when the
banned elecizonic drives aids in 1993,

Just bofora qur masting, I'd opaned a
batch of dub mogazines ond found o
trickle of probleras in getting either
antries or officials for events, so | asked if
he hod any thoughts an how we can get
more youngsters to join - and help
orgenise things — for metor clubs, He
says he has no mogie wared but it seems
to him (hal the mast pressing need is to
woke motor sport cheaper and more
arcessiblz so thet everyone who wanks fo
1an aspire 1 beraming o competitor.
Hear, heor to that.

Hear, hear foc, fo his final comment —
to wish all enthusinsts enjoyeble ond sale
wmoforsport in the new Millennium,

Stoart Turner

COD FILLETY QUIZ
Dufipwe

1. Whith mode! of MG wos the las! fo
have o flot roditar and MG badge?

2. With which tear did lim Clark drive
sports cars {Jap D types efc} in 19583

3. Homa the honk recording the 1269
Motoring Kews safly champicnshi,

4. Heme the yeor ard car modef of
Britain’s Frst diesel engined car.

ANSWERS ON PAGE iv

Whaels 1700 |



MS A
NEWS

MSA Historic Rally
Championship

The Motor Sports Assaciction [MSA} has
oined fortes with the Historic Rully Car
Regisier (HRCR) Yo lounth the inaigural
MSA British Historic Rally Chempionship in
fhe yeur 2006. The new series will be
suppozted by Minilite Wheels.

The eight-round chasmgionship is o
tevelopment of the successful HRCR
Historic Rofly Challenge, which atiracted
record numbers of compatitors during
1994,

MSA Chief Execotive John Quenby
tonfirmed thet the governing hody wil
suppert the new chomplonship for of Jeast
{heee yeurs, "It is impossible to ignars the
incrensing populority of historic motos
spertin this country. The Historic Rally
Cor Register has played o vital port in this
growih ond we Teef thot the time is right
to reward fheir oflorts, ond the sirong
competitor Fellawing, with British
Charnpinaship status. Wa ure also
delighted 1 welceine Minlite Wheels os
tha princpal supgort sponsor of the new
charmpionship,”

Te new chempiensiip is evenly
divided between grovel and nsphalt
rollies. Competitass will run In two
calegories — Historic {pra-1968) eand Pest
Historic {pre-1975) - with points scared
in tapadity dasses within each cwregory.
The Beitich Champion will therefore be the
driver who is most successfu} apainst ors
of smilor performance,

2000 MSA British Historic Relly
Championship celendor: Mor 86 Robin
Hood Forest Stages Rally, Apr 88 Astru
Forast Stages Rally, May 07/07 Tour
of Cormwall, May 29 Millbrook Stuges
Raly, Jun 23/24 Ypres Historic Rally

i Wheels 1/00

{Belgium}, Aug 0 Horry Flaers Stages
Rally, Sep 02/83 Woodpacker Forest
Stages Rally, Sep 30 Trackeod Historic
Fores) Relly,

British Grand Prix

There has been spoculation regarding o
possible date change for the British Grond
Prix 1o be held o Silversione. To avaid
turther doub, tharefore, the Mator Sports
Association is plecsed to confirm that the
covertised Formuls One World
Championship culendur dote of 23 April
2000 for the Brilish Grond Prix is definitive.
Ticke! information ¢un be eluingd
from the box office, tel D132 785 7274,

Marshals’ guide’s

a hiy

The ‘Pocke: Guide to Marshalling’
produced by the Motorsport Sufaty Fund
has been such ¢ hil that i hed to be
reprinted fo cope with demand lrom dubs
und volunieer marshals. To dobe, mase
thun 22,000 copiss of the inveluable
guide heve been distribiuted,

The A5 booklel has heen tremendousty
well veceived within the spors, both in the
4 and Rrther ofield, Mony coples have
been sent ovarseas, induding o
wonsignment dekiverad to Kosea for their
internationu} Farmeda 3 roce.

The 80-poge publication is erammed
with sound advice for those involved i
mursholling &1 eacing, rellying, kaviing
and speed events. The text is lrgely the
work of experienced murshal Bob Rae
und production of he guide wos aided by
support from Youxhall,

Copies of the guide ore svailoble from
tha MSF ot PO Box 239, West Malling,
Kenl MET9 481

Fit to be Chumpion

The Motor Sports Association is Weosed io
ganounce the launch of "§i to be
{hempion”, 0 new scheme to develop the
cureers of up lo 20 aspiring young sally
drivers ond co-drivars.

In consultation with the Sports Inury
& Humaa Performance Centre of the
National Sports Centre o Lifleshall in
Staftordshire, ¢ programme hos beon
developed which combines sports fifness
and training, diet, autrifion, sparis
stiente, mental focus and preparation for
tampelition,

John Quenby commented: "This new
inifictive is dasigned fo encovrage «
professional und commited opproadh
from younger vally drivers and co-drivers
wha nspire Yo become champions ot
the highest levals of satienal end
internationg] rompeiitien, including the
World Rally Championship.”

Appliconts must be between 18 ond 26
years old on 1 Jomuary 2000, must be in
membership of an MSA recognised molor
tlub and must fold an MSA competifion
ficonte {Non-Race Nationo 8 Jevel or
abave) for the yeor 2000.

Entry Is by complefien of o detoiled
quastionsaire, auaiteble by sending an
A5 stomped addressed eavelops (marked
for the uttention of Allan Dean-Lews,
Training & Davelcpment Executive) Jo
1he MSA of Riverside Pork, Cofnbrook,
Herkshire 5£3 OHG,

Entries open on Thursday 13 Junuory
2000 ond tlose on Fuesday 15 Februnry
2300, Shorllisted candidetes will be calied
for interview ol various locaiions
fhroughout the UK during Merch 2000,
with the anaauncomont of e Finalists in
early Apeil 2000.

Sutcessful candidates will be required
to uhend a series of three ussessments
tileshal, prohably during Moy, August
and Haventher 2000, colminating in
tertification and wward presentations.

lote: while the programms s offered
at ne-cosl fo the individual, sach candidote
will bs responsibsla For thair ows costy in
atiending eny interview (i shorilisted},
or candidates tommencing the edual
programnts (ot ifleshal in Staffordkhire}
wilt be rasponsible for their own travel,
subsistence and accommodation costs,



Facts about...
MOBIL 1
BRITISH RALLY
CHAMPIONSHIP

» £30,000 prize fund fo be shored

amongst wmalesy Championship

contenders in seven copncty classes,

« few Hofiona! Group N Relly Champion

lilke for omateyr drivers with sither two-

whae! drive normally espirated or four-

wheel drive lurbe chorged Group ¥ cors.

* Drivers of siondord-producion 493 ars

{Group N, doss N4) entered by registered

teams will be eligible Jo score Driver points.

* Guarunteed entry info the 2000

Hetwork O Rally of Great Britin far

Chumpiaiship contenders who stard ol six

sounds. '

# Test-dhives with Monwfociurer teams for

amatew drivers who odhieve significont

Suaeasses,

« Television coveroge by Chonnel 4 both

in the UK and brocdcos! 10 over 90

countries worldwide.

« Concessional entry faes ond invenfives

for volume entries fram One-muks Rolly

Championships.

» Hational 8 event for omateur deivers

with non-homelogated cars up to 1400cc

which will alse indude o crtagory for

Risson Micras.

= 2008 CALENDAR

Yeuxhal Rofly of Wales 18/19 March

Firelfi Intesnationu Rally 4/7 4oy

RSAC Seotiish Rally 18/11 June

SEAT Jin Clark Relly 20 Juas/).2 Joly

854 Tarmaz Stages Rally 20/30 July

Sony Man Internstionof Relly 7/8/9 Sept

- Rownds 1, 2 end 3 on Forestry
Commission grovef ronds.

—Reund 3 on dosed private souds

~ Rounds 4 and $ on dosed public roads,

» For regulations and capies of the

promational brochure send an A s.0.8. to;

Tohn Horion, PG Bax 200

Sutton Loldfiald, West Midlunds 875 7TR.

Names such as Fangia, $owthern and Hifl
tonjure up magical memories of Formyla
onz & it ysed 1o be. Images of well
dressed, claan-gut gents raoeing troand in
mochines that foday would be regarded
0s unbelievably exposed to dengar, are
fondly racelled by most mater spost
enthusiasts, and thanks fo & new colendar
For the year 2009, such images hecome
all the more real.

The Charpion of the Rfties and Sikties
colendor is produced in onjunction with
Mator Sport magatine, and it & o
stunwing display of F1's bsst moments
during these fwo decades. Captored using
originat back ond whie images from the
urchives, the colendor i a joy lo lock al.
Eech image i nccompanied by a sl

written piece explaining the stery behind y

the picture, which adds an exira
dimension 1o the calendur’s wppeel,

Above ali, this is o beautifubly
presented colender, (1 i g reaf pleasure to
browse through and if it doss muks its
way onto yaur will, yau'll definitely find
yourself going buck to sneck another ook
at seme of She glorious pictures — even if
you are six months ahepd of yeurself,

The leading rolly phots agency,
MeKein, has reproduced the drama of the
Werld Rully Chumpionship For the last 20
yoare. Next year's cafendor once aguin
birings the odrenafing rush of rallying into
your home or effice with o selecian of
magnificen) calour piciures.

Lelehrating the Best Roflies in the
World & an enormays calendar with huge
M size piciures to illustrofe i, Eudh
meath captures the diskinet scearic beouty
of eath World Chumpionship rexnd and
highbights the varias chullenges thes face
the drivers us they bid to conquer the
tanegin. This colandor is & visuol feast and
will appent to off mojorspor! eathusiacts,

2

REVIEWS FROM

aspedially those who enjoy stonding in
frnexing temporatures in the middls of
Rheols Forest during November!

Whiks mamoties of evdh samon
world rallying fode with time, thera is of
teas! ong saving grace for rally fums ond
snthusiasts afike. It comes in the shape of
the Pirefli Warld Rellying Book and 1 is
jtim packed with information und reviews
of every World Chompionship and
regional evest, es wall ns driver profiles,
car speilications and rasults,

Perhaps the most interesting section in
the book s 4 fock info the fulure of
toltying, as Pradrive technizal chief David
Lapworth highlights whera aly
tedhinology stonds os we epproath the
miliennin:, Lapworth provides on
imaresting insight lido the technical
corfiguration of today’s machines, but
aiso ruises new considerations for the
future comcerning fhy-by-wire tors orud
stale of the art transmissions, )

Published and written by Murtin
Hobmes this is o must For off rably fans,
and ot £19.95 it's surely o small price lo
poy for suth @ comprahensive document
of o yeur in rullying.

Deditated foms of molorsport are cften
{eft crest fallen when o seasen of racing
somes ko o end, but Hozketon Asinuols
are quaranteed te put o smile buck on
thei Foess.

Hozlaton publish o wida range of
sewson review books, the most populer
heing the F1 review — Autocourse, These
hooks ore beautifully produced and
bursting with comprehensiva analyses and
results from ol ruces, Rally fans are ahso
colarad for by another oe of Huzleton's
sister pubficotions — Reflycourse. Rath ore
expensive — Autocgurde is £32.50 end
the rafly vession £29.58, ~ bt if you ore
a fun thay ore well wisth the money,

Whesls 1/00 il



:CARS,

And CAR G ONVERSIONS

TEC H I\l ICAL Tl PS SUPPLIED BY

I arder ta reduce (0 ermissions the expensive ... but it probebly will
P eﬁ Ol' maﬂfe tat needs o ba af a working tome hacausa it's pelitically corred,

temperaiure and to be presented with  even if it is meaningless in terms of
ca,s « bumt mixtare in the rotio of 15 pracficality.

parts of ir 10 one of fuel, This Since when did anything political
We have had o few letiers asking chowt  chemically comvedt roiin is known o reake ony sense in The real world?
performence cals. Coming race “stoichiometric’ or Lombida 1. Emissions will not be improved one jot

regulntions ure going to vequire cals o Even roud tars fitted with coks come bt hen the results don't really matter,
be Kitted 10 o [of of raca cors, sowhot's  ouf of Lombdo | when you eccslerate  it's oll just a big PR exescise.

the deol? hord or run flot oud, This is why
As far e we know {our crystal boll s pollufion in Germany is o real problem
a bit dawdy hare} these regs will because there is no speed limit on the
require catalyfic converters fo be fitted,  molerway and, cof of ne cat, you are
but you can skill rur carhs and there pumping cuf (0 on o pawsr-rich QUIZ ANSWERS
will b o ges test for emissions, mixiure, -
As we saw fram Bill's Corsa you The idec of fitting a cat 1o a race Y Bevder st
shouldn’t actually lose o grect deul engine is fudicrous, The amoun of 3 *l;'n :;w 1o e dazen’
of puwer if the set-up is right for the pollutien coming from race cors over a 4. 1954 Sondord Vumn;tl 7line
rest of the engine. Running o cut with ~ weekend is exactly like piddling in the Ferguson kactor engine.
varbs on @ power-rich mixture means  oceon bo Iry and eaise the water fevel,

thet they simply are not going lo work,  Alti# will do is make rading more

FOUR EXCITING MSA CLASSIC CAR RUNS IN 2000

THE MOTOR SPORTS CLASSIC THE EURO WEEKENT CLASSIC
Saturduy April fst & Sunday Aprif 2nd Saturcdiy Zath & Sundeay 25th June

Our new 100% mator spont run; seven gresl veaues, Our new weckend in Marthern France, minture
based or Donington, uif inclusive packige for two of motor sport and genera] islerest venues, no
with sccommodation — only 200 places available. waork time bost, Gnish infaear Calais.

THE AXA CLASSIC THE EUROQCLASSIC

Sanerday 27t & Sunday 28th My Sineleay 1010 ro Tharsduy 1k Sepiember
Relaned social focus, mixture of motor spord and genera Ouwr feomgest evenl, always a seil-out, visits
interest venues, one und two duy rootes, tea difforenl Gennany, Czech Republic, Poland, Slovakiy,

starl points, finish zt Miilbrook, 2060 entries huped fort Huagary, Austria — only 200 places available.

For fitriher derails contuer:

Major Events Department,
The Motor Sports Association,

Muotorsports House, Colnbrook, SL3 OHG _m
Tel: 01753 681736 Fax: 01753 682938 —~x

Lonmpondenc iy Shon o, o0 RS, Mai Sparts Hucrse, Bivviide Fark, Suhbreok. Shogh SLY OHG
v Wheels 1/00



TROPHY

POINTS ] TRACKROD
CLAIM : WOTOR CLUA LINKTED

Name Memb. No.
Event Date
Organising Club:  Trackrod/Other

ORGANISER/DRIVER/NAVIGATOR
MARSHAL/SERVICE CREW

TROPHY

CIAIM MOTON CLUA UMITEDS
Name Memb. No.
Event Date
Organising Club:  Trackrod/Other

ORGANISER/DRIVER/NAVIGATOR
MARSHAL/SERVICE CREW

Competitors: Please fill in below

AND provide evidence:-

EVENT Type:

Aulolest PCYT

Stage Rally S-V  Stage Rally M-V
Road Rally 12-Car
Hillclimb Treasure Hunt
Economy Run Other:-

EVENT STATUS:

cC M R N H

ANCC round? YN
LARKSPEED League round? YN
ENTRANT Name:

RESULTS

Entry No. Position Overall

No. in Class_____Positionin Class ______

Competitors: Please fill in below

AND provide evidence:-
EVENT Type:

Autotest pCT

Stage Rally 8-V Stage Rally M-V
Road Rally 12-Car
Hillelimb Treasure Hum
Economy Run Other:-

EVENT STATUS:
C 'CM R N |

ANCC round? Y/N
LARKSPEED League round? YN
ENTRANT Name:

RESULIS

Entty No. Position Overall

No. in Class _____Position in Class ______

Received

Processed by

Received

Processed by




RECENT EVENTS,

RS R AR S R g 2
0ICi
GHEISTMAS SCATTER

TRACKROD MOTOR CLUB 21" DEC tagy
RESULTS

POSITION O/A N/E CREW
VEHICLE
17 oA EXPERTS
NIGK DIXON  JIM DIXON
SIERRA 1.6
195PTS
2 oA EXPERTS
SIMON TAYLOR ANDY KING
SIERRA 20
168PTS
3" oA NOV
RICHARD  GHAPMAN
ANDREW KELLY
SKODA FELICIA
148075
4™ oA NovicE
FAT ABSENT PADGE
JONATHAN BATTY
FOOTWORK
{00PTS
ONF  OTL NOVICE
BOB STOKER  TOM STROKER

SLOW  VOLVO
POSS 125PTS

NEVER STARTED AWARD BUT TALKS A
GOOR EVENTHIOHN RENNY&RICHARD
INESON  WINNERS OF THE GOLFERS
PRIZE "COS THAT'S WHAT THEY WOULD
RATHER BE DO'IN

THANKS TO THE CREWS  THAT
BOTHERED!

THAT WAS THE LAST PROICI SCATTER IN
THE SERIES!

RESULTS FINAL AT 22.14 ON 24/12/99
ANDREW APPERLEY

The cancluding section of lan Gurnetls story,
The theme will be conlinued next rmonth with a
similar article from John Nichol.

My last big advenlura was when along with a
number of other Trackrod members Jack and
myself want over to ireland in 1979 to do the
West Cork,

The lrish were ferrific and the event amazing,
An liish termae avent should be a priority for
all those interested in rallying.

As with tha Tour of Mull, due to s lack of
{inance, we didn't have a service crow or even
a change of tyres and while at service areas
others were dashing arcund changing tyres
ele. Jack and | just sat waiting our rastart time.
However all was not plain sailing as with 5-6
stagas fo go on the last day, the front right
shock absorber broke {or so we thought, when
I dismanlled it at homa { found thal the eve
had unscrawed from the rod, | screwed it back
on and hey presto, £50 saved) and going
round a tight teff hand bend the front of tha car
skipped across the road into a wall
Foriunately the damage was not too bad and
we were able to confinue without losing much
time, Daspile everything we finished fourth in
class.

As | said previously, the authorities had always
been tolerant of road rallying and you hardly
ever saw a Police presence on an event but
towards the end of the 70's thal was now
changing and the inslyuction from marshals to
"beware the police are about’, hacame
commonplace.

It was just so on ane evant | did in 1980, when
at a tme control the marshal advised us to
walch out because the Police wara
somewhere on route, so taking due notice wa
set off, Now obviously we couldn't fravel at the
regulation speed limil so we went as quick as
we could whils kesping an aya out for the tell
tale signs of Polica. We hadn't allowed for
them being sneaky.



We were charging along st a fair rate of knots
and came over a brow only to find that they
were parked at the side of the road about 200-
300 yds abead. | frantically braked but the
weeexsd had a radar gun and duly slocked me
at 70mph.

} was waved lo a hal behind another rally
cotnpetitor who was in the process of being
booked and as usual with the Police he started
giving me a leclure on why | shouldn't be
speeding elc, Why is il thal they cannol just
give you a tieket and let youl go on your way,
do thay like the sound of their own voices so
much, do they really think sermonising will
make a difference? Anyway there we were,
both of us baeing booked at the same time one
copper to sach car when over the crest came
ancther competitor. Now he either hadn’t been
told or, more likely, couldn't giva a damn
because he flew over the brow and didn't even
it off the accelerator as he powatad past us.
The Policemen were helplass to do anything
about i because they ware too involved in
booking the two of us. The one who was
dealing with me couldn't beliave his eyes and
starting ranting on about reckless driving efc.

“Thete you are thats the sort of thing I've been
refering to® he spluttered

| thought he was going to suffer an attack of
some soft as his face wenti quite purpie and |
was beginning to think | might gat away with it
yet but after a while he recovered his
composura finishad writing the ticket and let us
on our way. Needless to say we retired straight
away, ane ticket in one avening was enough.

1960 alse saw another big event, marriage (o
Patlina in June but my huck in motorsport had
not changed and in Octobsr the car sulfered a
terminal aceident.

I had marshalted in Boltby forest on many
occasions and could never understand why
the competitors slowed down for what |
considered to be a fast right bend and
therefora when | was doing my usual course
opaning on the Forest Stage event with Nigel
Draylon in the navigators seat. As we sef off
{rom the Bollby start ne | was delermined not
to be {ovled by this corner.

The first problem that we encountered was
that they had been logging in the tforest
recently and the top surface was a bit loose
which didn't matter mostly as the sun had
dried it out but the approach to the bend was
in shade and was siill muddy so it was very
slippy and my impressions of the bend were
incorrect, it did require raspec! but it was too
late for me and we slid off the read backwards
into a 10 loot firs water pit. However, that
wasn't the end of & as the start crew had let
through the first compatitor which happened
o be the Ford development Fiesta and thay
were likewiss caught out ending up in the pit
luckily just grazing my car.

it took a huge Ford fractor to fow us both out
at the end of the evant and daspile the
damage | was able to drive it to a logal Inn
where | ieft it until | couwd arrange for its
coliaction

When | got it home | quickly came to the
conclusion that this time & repair was not an
oplion and tharafore the only sensible thing to
do was to re-shell it. | found a bara shell in
Northatlerton, had it transported to my home
and carfied out the operation mysell. Very
satisfying it was too.

+

While the car was being re-shelled | was
telegated o the role of spectator and
somsething that had bsen of concern to me
hefore now became clearer, sadly the end of
road rallying es 1 knew it was inevitable and it
couldn't last much longar.

What gave rise (o this conclusion? The high-
pawered machinery and aquipment now being
regulariy used on the lowhast of events.

Sure the Maloring News Championship boys
had always used the best technology
avaifable but in any one area those events
wete few and far belwean so | guess the
authorities weren't too concerned and ware
preparad to turn a blind eye.

The detining moment for me was when | went
to the start of the Whita Rose rally at Bingloy
o Baildon, i forget which, and saw Alan
Larkin's naw car, an Escott Mk 2 complats



with all the bells and whistles inciuding a 2 litte
BDG engine, flared arches and if all this wasn't
over the top for an ordinary ROAD {the reason
for capitals will be explained In a minute) rally,
then the tyra's emblazoned with the statement
‘RAGING TYBES NOT FOH ROAD USE
certainly were,

1 still competed on road rafiies but the car was
showing 's age and | was constantly having to
cope with litte and not so lita niggling
problems, te worst of which was when with
Jack we went to do an avent in Lancashire and
on the way 1o the start the clutch started
making grating noises and was difficult to use.
Now after the experience with the axle the
obvious thing would have baen not to start but
I'was all fired up to do the avent and anyway if
the clutch went, what could that do, wa'd ratire
then.

The problem was me, | couldn't concentrate on
the evenl as | was too soncerned with what
was happening with the clutch and we went
too guickly into a right hand bend causing us
to slide off the road on tha right hand side and
down an embankment bending the steering
rack and suspansion fle rod before being
flipped into the air doing gootdness knows how
many spins but luckily landing ‘right way up’ in
a field.

My inavitable retirement from tha sport came
ih '82 with the loss of Pauline's satary dus io
the arrival of our first child, a wvery falr
sxchange [ considered.

My story has reached into tha A0's, beyond
that brief given ma by Rod but | just couldn't
stop until | reached the end of my own
personal jouney. Looking back, what did | get
out of it alt? Well thate were the hours of
warking on the car in a cold damp garage but
to compensate there was the dizzy heights of
winning events becoming a very minor celeb,
and by sc doing proved what | had always
balieved, that | was a good driver. Thers was
alse the many new friends | mads and the
fantastic social side of motor sport that both
Paullng and [ theraughly enjoyed.

PLEASE NOTE - DATES AND VENUE'S
MAY CHANGE!H

MULTI-VENUE

Feb 20 Kall Kwik Rally 2000 {Clubmans)
Mar 5 Hohin Hood Stages

Mar 25  North Humberside

Aprit 82 Tour of Lincs

June 24  Dukeries

July 5 Armstrong Massey (Viking Tour)
Sept 30 Trackrod Rally Yorkshire (National A
ar Clubmans)

Qct28 Pramiar Stages

Dec? Qrizedals

SINGLE VENUE

April 15116
Trackrod

May 28 Bloodhound
Lincoln/Grimshy

June 10 John Overend
North Humberside Manby

Lookout Stagas
Metbourne

Swinderby

July 2 Binbrook
DelLacy Binbrook
July 22 Qpposile Lock Staithwalte
Manby
Sept3 MAD Stages
tines/Louth Swinderby
Sept24 Weedon Camp Blackpoot
Weedon Camp
Oct 14 Qclober Stages
Eastwood Manby

PLEASE MOTE - 6 EVENTS TO COUNT IN
EACH CHAMPIONSHIP.

AWARDS TO WINNING DRIVER AND CO-
DRIVER (and runners-up if sufficiant entries)

TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR AN AWARD YOU
MUST PERSONALLY MARSHAL OR
OFFICIATE ON AT LEAST ONE OF THE
ABOVE EVENTS. So, for example, if you are
doing the Single Venue Championship you
must marshalfofficiate on an event in either the
Single Venue list OR the Mulli Venue List.

More detalls form your Committes!l)
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