TRACKROD
MOTOR CLUB Ltd.

SEPTEMBER 1998
MAGAZINE

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF TRACKROD MOTOR CLUB Ltd.
RAC MSA Affiliated, No.1230



September 1998 No.327

[  CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
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| know this will be a condensed versian of the
magazine but | guess wel let Jim get away with it
this time and let him enjoy his honeymoon,
Congratutations to him and Michelle on their recent
wedding and also to Andrew Apperiey and Vicky
who gol married last month as well.

Wel we have a new committee and the first
meeling has already been held - you will see the
various “jobs” the committee have agreed to - no
doubt they will be asking For your helpll As agreed
at the AGM we will be publishing in the magazine
a btief outline of the key issues discussed at
committee so nobady will feel left out! Running a
motor clubk with the range of activities planned wil
be no easy task but | am confident that with tha
experlise and dedication from the new committee
we wilt have a very successful year,

As soon as we hava been able to finalise ail the
various accounts we will, again as mentloned at
the AGM, be caliing an EGM to present the
financial status of the ciub - alse on the agenda wil
be the subject of whether or not to Invite a
President and Vice Presidents to guide and assist
us. if you have any views on this new venture
please feel free to discuss at club nights and/or if
youi prefer write something in the magazine - that
will at least pleasa Jimit

Remember we skl need your input and assistance
in organising venues and events. New ideas are
always welcome as well - provided they are lega
and physically possible of coursal

By now we will have got over the Bank Holiday
weekend and taken in the Hill Climb at Harewood,
and no doubt you will be preparing to help on the
Forest Rally - we effil need help around Rally H/Q
espacially Saturday evening - and if ahyone
fancies sefling programs - welt surprise, surprige -
we need that vacancy filing as well - we can
arrange it so you can sl see the rally! Plaase let
Rusself Holdsworth know regarding H/Q and Nigel
Cordingley re programs,

Venues for the Tussday meetings is also being
discussad - so again ideas welcome - especially if
we can have a privae room. ALSO we urgentiy
need a Rew Equipment Store - we have bean very
fortunate with owr cumrent location and our thanks
are due to John and Vistoria Renny - but timas
mave on and so must the equipment - all we need
is a large, dry, secure room with 24 hour daccess,
heating and light - al for free of course - not much
to ask raally is #77

Seriously we nead soma ideas on this one so
please think hard, and we do have a smali budget
to cover slorage costs!!

Have fun and remember - "if you can smile when

things go wrong ils because you have someone in
mind to blame"

Rod Parkin

SOCIAL CALENDAR |

bSeptember

1st. Gildersome Con, Ciub
8th. Admirai Hawke, Boston Spa
15th. Crown Wetherby
22nd. The Beehive, Thorner
29¢h. To be announced
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r'! Hidre eXpensive our sport
gets at the top, the more we
need to protect the fulure by
making sure there are still low cost
ways of getting started, One of the
cheapest ways has 1o be through
avtolests and i('s not surpriging thal
there are around 460 sich events &
year, some 30% of them of clubman
status,

That means there are about the
sarae aumber of avtotests as kart
meetings but if you consider that
there ave welt over 700 clubs, that's
still less than one autotest each 50
thera's surely scepe for growth,
particularly as this branch of e sport
has so many things going for it, Low
enlry fees for a start while if you
decide te take part, you'li find the cars
cnst a heck of a lot less than for most
uther disciptines, say £1500 or so for
secondhand aulotesi special,

Bui the joy of autotests is that you
can run your everyday car (you whll
tel) your Fleet Manager won't vou?)
eapecially as Praduction Car Antotests
were intrognced in 95 for ‘'normal
road ears, {axed and with an MOT".
There are three classes depending on
skze rather thar capacity because this
is onz area when size really does
count — agains! you when trying to get
in and oul of *garages”. Incidently in
this category you have to carry a
passenger, jusi like rallies, so there's
na excuse for getting lost.

The tesls are invariably taid out
using pylons and the layour drawings
look rather like those join-the-det
puzzies whicl you always hope wilt
tum out Io be a glamorous fiim star
like Liz Hurley or, if yau're on the
Ecurie Cod Fillet commitiee, Lassie.

Precision is perhaps the most
needed quality when trying to beat the
field, usually of between 20 and 40
cars, The cars use road tyres and
mucking about wilh pressures (antike

trials, there ate no restrictions} may
pay off; some people run them hard—
up to 40 to 501

The events were catled ‘driving
lests’ unii the early 705 when the
name was changed to avoid confusion
with the MOT exam, but  reckon ifa
club awlotest was included in the
official test today, driving standards
generally would be higher and parking
b multistorey car parks would be less
like destruction derbies,

PILE ON
THE
PYLONS

As well as 2l the advantages for
competilors, there are some for
organisers too, For instance, verues
are relatively easy to find. Yes, { know
alt things are relative in motorsport
and some clubs have suffered hecause
aptotesting on supermarket car parks
was killed by Sunday trading, but from
the many elub magazines [ sae,
venues are stilf ont there somewhera,
Grass is an altemative to tarmac of
course, but only at cerlain times of the
year.

Al a club then needs are fire
extinguishers, cones and some flour
to mark out the lines, Oh, and 4 few
marshals (some with stopwalches)
but far less of them than for most
sther branches of the sport, not least
because it's joyously unencumbered
by rules to squabble over. Abaut ibe
only significant stipulations for
organisers are that production car
people must ke able te do a test with

only four selections of reverse — to
avoid lransmissions going into
remizsian ~ and drivers must be zble
1o see the whole test from the stant
line.

It's very satisfying molorsport. My
cup for a class win years ago still has
pride of place (visitors often comment
an the revalving plinth and sirobe
Eghting) while any club or eompetitor
involved in autotests is actually
fallowing a very noble tradition
because tests really sprang from
rallies — one of the first recorded
examples appears te be the Hisler
Rally in 1934 where tests were beld at
T junctions.

With their heritage it's perhaps not
surprising that the Irish fared 50 welt
when for & while driving tests were a
significant television sport with the
Ken Wharton Memerial event. In fact
Paddy Hopkirk was part of their
winming leam in ‘39 in a Frog-eye and
even today he still champions the
cause of autetests and passionately
beligves they should be even more
popular, Hezr, hear.

Stuart Turner

COD FILLET QUIZ
Dufiine

1. To which driver tra the Tribumes at
Reims dadizated?

2. Wha wan the very first Motorg
Raws rafly and when?

3. Whan did A.J. Foyt win his first Indy
500

4. Who won the inougurol Birmiaghan
3000 super prix?

ANSWERS ON PAGE iv

Wheelc 9/98 i



NEWS
FROM THE
RACMSA

New name for
governing hody

Following the decision of The Royal
Automohile Club to ‘demerge’ and sell
its RAC Motoring Services inlerests,

" anumber of technical changes have
been made to the structure and tide
of the governing body of UK metar
sport,

An extraordinary general meeting
of The RAC Molor Sporfs Assoclation
Iad 1ook place on 28 July 1598, n
order to avoid pessible cenfusion with
RAC Motaring Services, it was agrend
to change the company rame 1o The
Reyal Automobile Club Moter Sports
Association Limited. The Frequently-
used abbreviation “MSA™ will
therefore continue.

The General Aszembly of the FiA
(the intermationai governing body)
has atready approved the process for
the formal transfer of the sporting
power for the United Kingdem, From
The Royat Automaobile Club o the
MSA.

Tie MSA, as the recognised ASHN
for Great Britain and Northem
tretand, is required to establish a
sporting commission, a réle previously
fulfiled by the RAC Motor Sports
Council. The constitution of that
body has Iherefore been changed
slightly: instead of being a committee
of The Royal Automobile Ciub, it
Becomes a committee of the MSA, to
be known simply as The Motor Sports
Council.

Noae of the Councll’s specialist
committees are affected in any way,
although seme detailed amendments
wilt be presenled to the Council when
it meets i Seplembey.

The Chairman of the Council,
carzently appointed by The Rayal
Automobile Club, will in future be
appointed by the Board of MSA To
ensure continuily, it has ajready been
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agreed that Mr Michael Seuthcombe
will continue in thig role.

As the UX governing body, the
MSA is also required to have 5
faational couxt of appeal, which rile
has heen fulfiled by The Stewards of
The Rayal Automobile Club. The Club
will continue fs appoint Stewards to
andertake \his important judicial réla
and maintain the established and
vital fink with the British judicial
systen.

The MSA will enjoy a licence from
‘The Royal Automohile Club to
incorporate the full King Edward VII
club badge into its Jogo for use one
stationery and other approved
Materials, thus visibly maintaining
the traditional links wilh The Royal
Automebile Club.,

Commented MSA Chief Executive
Joba Quenby: *} sincerely believe
that these changes will maintain a
slrong and fair foundation for the
continuing independent governance
of motor apert, while retaining
impartanl traditional ties with
The Royat Autamobile Club.”

It is siressed thal the MSA
organisation based at Motor Sports
House in Colnbrook remains
cseentially wachanged, The new
arrangements are nof expected Lo
have any material impact on
competition licence holders or
registered motor clubs,

Fire
extingvishers

As promised i the previous edition of
Wheels, wo offer the following advice
on the purchase and use of fire
extiguishers.

As aresult of Eurgpean legislation,
new extinguishers are red, not colour-
coded according to bype. Memtificalion
is now by either a deseriptive fabel
alone, or by an additionat coloured
band, Extinguishers purchased before
the legislation do not need to be
painted red,

Extinguishers shonld be checked
by ensuring that ihe nozze is clean
and clear and that — if the
extinguisher is of the stored pressure
variety — the reading on the pressure
gauge i3 comfortably within the green

seclor.

Do not break or remove salsty seals
unfess you are about to Fight a fire. i
a seal is removed, it indicates that the
extinguisher i no longer servicoable,
If you remove seals, there may be
Healih & Safety implications or the
owner is faced with the expense of
having extinguishers serviced
urnecessarily,

A high proportion of extinguishers
used in motor sport are charged with
BCF (otherwise known as Halon).
The use of Lhis extinguishanl in this
country continues to be acceptable
undil 1 January 2000, but may not
be acceptable in certain other
countries.

Manufaclure of Halons should have
ceased world-wide (while it 2 an
excellent extingaishant, it
has an effect on the almosphere and
i3 thus environmentally
unacceptable).

If you have a BCF extinguisher,
you may continue to use it for UK
Rational events, but if purchasing a
new extinguisher, ensere jt is
charged with one of the approved
altermatives listed in the Motor Sporss
Yearbook.

Whea purchasing extinguishers,
it Is recommended that you consult
one of the specialist manufacturers
who produce phembed-in sysiems far
motor sport.

1¢ purchasing 4 handheld
extinguisher, you should ensure that
the model you selec meels or exceeds
the minimum capacity requirement
and is manufactured with BS4123/EN3
approval, with a fire rating of at Jeast
34B.

Securely mount the extinguister,
taking into account any high loadings
which may he applied ia i, Mount the
extinguisher so that there is minimal
chance af the nozzle tecoming dirty;
prior to each event, it is wise to check
that the nozvle is claan and
undamaged,

If & stored-pressure design, check
ihat the pressure gauge reading is
comfartably in the green sector. The
same checks should be made in
respect of plumbed-in systems, being
particufarly aware that underbonnet
rozzles may be vulnerable to
becoming dirty.



Facts about...

THE
BEAUJOLAIS
CHALLENGE

+ The Chalienge invalves finding the
shariest route via a couple of en-roule
checkpoints from Lacenas in the haart
of the Beaujolats region to Tadworih,
Sugrey.

» Starts at midnight on Wednesday
18th Nevember and aims to raise
considerabie funds for the Children's
Trust, Tadworth and their Hand of
Hape Appeal.

s Organised by Classic Moloring
Organisation Ltd in association with
the BARC and open to anyone with a
car who wants ihe opportuntty of
bringing home the Beavjulais!

» Cost is S475 for a vehicle and crew
of two; this includes - Eurotunnel and
return, {ravel insurance, Shippers
Party, Beaujoleis Lunch, rally plates,
carmemorative awards ard finishers'
certificates,

* There are many awards to be won:
Best in challenge, Team, Inter-Marque
and classes, the katter includes: best
Motor Clul, 4-wheel-drive, Media,
Classic Cars, Exotic cars, Marques,
HM Farees, Sports people, 2-seater
sporis and motor-4rade.

+ Actidents on the road and at home
are now the higgest single child killer.
The Children's Trust is thece for
children who survive but are left
seyerely disabled. it specialises in

the care, treatmen) and education

of children with brain Injuries,
profound dissbilities and terminal
llnesses, working closely with their
Families,

» The Hand of Hope Appeal is an
indtiative ior raise §5.5 million Yor
expansion o create 30 additional
places for children who are in
desperate need of the unique care and
rehabilitation available at The
Children's Tres!, Tadworth.

= Regulations, Enkry Form and
Spongorship Form are avaiiable from:
Classic Matoring Organisation Lid,
‘The Old Bakery, 552 Belmoni Road,
Wallington, Surrey SMG 8TE. Tet: 0181
T73 3404, Fax: 0181 773 3704, e-mail:
rick@xenogamy-ple.demen.co.uk

AUTESEENE

m REVIEWS FROM

FORMULA ONE THROUGH THE
LENS, Nigel Snowdon, Hazleton
Publishing, IBBN | 874557 189,
£35
Packed with black and while
photographs, fiis handsome new book
from the publisher of Awlocourse is
fanlastic value,

Higet Snowdon and his wile
iliana Burnett have covered mere
than 450 Grands Prix since he [eft
the abrcraft industry for photegraphy
in 1363 His dramatic action studies,
candid paddock snaps and haurking
portraits of racing greats are superbly
reproduced and full-colour printing
gives the monochrame works real
depth. The action shols are top class
but the portrails ave really special.
The wicked smile of Rodriguez, ibe
mischirvous grin of [nnes Ireland
and the arrogance of Rindt are
caught by Snowdon's masterfuily
aimed Nikons. As a honus, the
pictures are enhanced by an anecdote
or personal observation abaut the
subject or incident, A “musi have'
for all P1 fans.

THE MAD MOTORISTS/NOT THE
FULL MONTE

Avsilable from WASP (01608
B3B718) at £16.5% inc p&p each
i you know Philip Young's
globelroiling Lours, you'li know

that & pootle through seme preity
scenety they ain't. And if you're
thinking of embarking ¢n one of

hiz forthcoming capers (Aroutid

Thie World in 80 days for example),
you'd bast waich these videss Tirst.
Both The Mad Motorists (chronicling
iast year's re-enactment of the 1907
Peking-Paris Motor Challenge) and
Not the Full Monte (following & virgin
crew on the annual trek through
France) arg filterad with people who
have suffered & rude awakening 19 the
rigours of rallying. The quality of the
videos is varizble but bolh provide
Fascineting insights inlo the
caimaraderie, the joy and the tragedy
of classic runs that can stretch you lo

e FIRELEnk g
L .

{he limit. Tough {hey may be, bul that
just makes them sean all the more
sppeaiing,

COLIN McRAE RALEY FOR
PLAYSTATION AND CD-ROM
Codemaster, 544.9% (MayStation)/
£34.99 (PC CD-ROM)

*Colin McRae Rally' {akes viHval
reafity to a new extreme. Pul simply,
it Is the best rafly game you can buy
by a long way.

You have the cheice of 12 rally cars,
boih front- and rear-wheed drive,
whose individuat haadiing
characierislies are failhiully
reproduced. You can (hen drive & tolal
of 48 stages in eight world locations,
B of them heavt-steppingly authentic,

A measure of s sophistication is
the fact that the game is endorsed by
1995 World Champion McRas himself,
The realism is awesame. Your car gets
mnuddier and muddier as the stage
goes on and you have te be careful not
to demage it too wuch, as you tan
only do 50 many repairs during the
service brezks hetween stages.

THE GOLDEN AGE OF THE
AMERICAN RACING CAR,

ISBN 0 763D 9623 &

Grilf Borgeson, The Soctety of
Automotive Engineers Inc,, §29.95
Anyone who has marveiled at Miller
engineering at Goodwoed Festival of
Speed will enjoy Borgesan's histery.
This meticelous writer fracked down
key figurcs like Leon Duray, Tommy
Milten, Fred Offenhauser, Leo
Goossen and many more including a
baard track corstructor, s saving
their memories from extinction.
These first-hand accounts, combined
with Borgeson’s special passion for
the subject provide a marvelious
insight inio American racing and
recordbreaking between the wars,
Bargesan was working on updating
his second edilion when he died las
May, bul his Friends, Michael Rosen
and Fred Usher ably cotmpleted the
task. Very highly recommended.



TECHNICAL TIPS wmesr

Uplifting

oughfs for
rockers and
mods

READER from Norwich

writes asking about 'high

ift’ rockers and how they
akter the cam timing of an engine,

Strictly speaking the actual cam

timing remains exactly the same,
hut the vaive lift is increased,
Since the new, higher, maximume
tift has to be obtained within the
same rumber of camshaft
degrees of rolation, the valve

acceferation must be increased.

Most engines seem to fike a lot
of valve aceeleration. However,
there are limits to what you can
get away with mechanically. Much
dapends on the lubrication system
of the engine and if 2 onit s
known for knacking out cams,
then higher valve accelerations
are more likely 10 make it
uareliable,

If you have & very ‘hot' cam
grind and then increase the vaive
aceeleration stifl further with
higher ratio reckers, you may well
get into the region of broken valve
train parts. You also have to
watch out for valve spring erush
and cap-fo-gutide clearance when
you start fifting the vaive higher
than it is used to gaing.

Allhough cam grinds these days

LARS;

e i Am (JF VESSIINS

are iending to go for higher Jilt
and shorter duration, much
depends on what you want from
the engine. Short duration/high
lift cams will deliver excellent
power and flexibitity, but if you
want the engine to really rev then
there still does not appear to be
any substitute for duration,

QUIZ ANSWERS

1. Fson Piarre Wimdle

2. Micheel Swackffe/Phil Crabiree, Mini
— Yorkshire Refly 1961,

3. 19401,
4. Luis Sodo {rein slopped the roce ofter
24 os).

Flat out in
radical
Tatmy .
“Havien
2z
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THE MONTHLY
MOTORSPORT

S MAGAZINE WRITTEN
FOR ENTHUSIASTS BY ENTHUSIASTS

Correspondenss o Stueart Tarner, RACHSA Motor Spores Nouse, Riverside Fork, Colrbrooh, Shouglt SL3 GG
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1998 MOTORSPORT CALENDAR

Qctober:
September;
5/5 Waodpecker 3rd Cambrian
1713 Manx Int. Iele Of Man 3rd  Bulideg
13th  F1 Monza italy 91t Touwr of Mull
18/20 WRC Raily Of Indonesia 10114 WRC Rally Savvemo  Haly
28t Trackrod Forest Srages Raliy ith  F1 Kayalami SlAfrica
2Mh  F1 Nuburgring Luxembourg 18th  Premiere Stuges = Dukeries
Kovember
18t F1 Suzuka Japan
5/8 WRC Rally Australiz
21/23 RAC Rally
Chairman / Association Rep. Treasurar Secretary
Rod Parkin Michelle Plavey Derek Lee
|18 Hally Drive 24 Kirkfield Ave. 26 Bpencer Road
Tinshill Lane Thomer Guiseley
L516 6EF 1314 3EL LS20 981G
0113267 1918 0112 289 2127 01943 875231
rod@rkpassociatas.demon.co.uk jim.plevey@virgin.net
Editor & Comp. Sec. Membership f Merchandise Event Co-ordinator
Jim Plevey Siman Marston Nige! Drayton
24 Kirkfield Ave. 20 Berkley Ave, $1 Ayresome Ave,
Thorner Marehiils Roundhay
LS14 3EL LS8 3RH Ls8 1BE
0402 277 995 0113248 1323 0113 294 8440
im.plevey@virgin.net RANGER@FIRSTNET.COLK
Social Sec, Trophy Points Press & Publicity
Rebecca Kemp Bamy Dove Andrew Apperiey
8 Darkwood Close 5 Keniworth Gardens 0R25 544037
Shadwell Lane Gildersome
Shadwall Leeds Larkspeed Captains
LS17 8BM Ls27 TEW Darek Lee
0113 266 D834 6113 253 6985 Migel Dreyton
Equipment Officer Committee Membars
Andrew Varfey Tom Watson Stuart Marsh
&1 Mosley Woed Gardens St. Quinten 30 Chestnut Ave.
Coolridge Pinfoid Lane Leeds
LS16 Pollington LS15 BED
0402 564 214 Nr. Goole 0113 226 9364
01405 880 754 0370 642 828
0589 769 641 01924 882 7126 (w)
atmeng@compusserve.com  stuart.marshi@torch.co.uk




