TRACKROD
MOTOR CLUB Ltd.

 AUGUST 1998
MAGAZINE

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF TRACKROD MOTOR CLUB Ltd.
RAC MSA Affiliated, No.1230



August 1988 Ne.328

CHAIRMAN'S CHAT

As you read this the AGM will either be starting
or is & week old - whatever, we will {shortly)
have a new camimitiee which | am sure wif
provide another years motorsport and social
programrae Tor you to enjoy and get nvolvad in,

The lst 12 months seem 1o have flown by - yes
F know it's old age - and we have had many
excelient events. The BBG Hilclimb grows from
strength to sirength - rumours that this years
entry filied within 2 weeks of the regs being
available are largely rue! The Forest Rally was
one of the few fo have a capacity entry of 130
cara including our first Infernational Peugeot
Rally. Clubmen are well catered for with the
Lookowt Rally successhully rum at its new slot at
the baginning of the year skilfully avoiding the
fog!

But these are only the main events and others
provide much entertainment and oppontunity for
participation. The Karting day, Dinner Dance,
aitd trip to the NEC for the Motorsports show all
being good axamples. Add to these the technical
talks the Navigational Scatters, the film and
scalextric svenings, the quizzes and involvement
with other Motor Clubs’ events - it ali combines
to form an impressive variaty package.

On the official's side we have at least thwee
RACMSA technicalscrutineer members, as well
as stewards and specialist commiltee members,
s if your chosen path is more towards
organisation (even though you may still
compete) there are plenty of opportunities To be
grasped. Formal, modular training Is now
provided and new recrulls are supervised for the
‘firgt years,

We must never be complacant however - we
can do more - we should run more autolests and
a PCY {remember PCTs7} and a gymkhana
would be fun - but we need some suitable land
nearby - 8o please put on your "thinking caps”
and chat to your farmer friends, pub landlords,
rich uncles, - whoaver!

To all of you on committee { express my thanks for all
your help and support this last 12 months, (o those
reliring this year - please dor't go too far away - we
still need you! An especial thanks to those of you not
on commiltes for your part - without the assistance of
ALL members, Trackrod wouid not be the premier
Motor Club it undoubledly is.

Whatever your aspirations please get invalved this
coming year, let your views be known, for there is

much in te saying that "you only get out what you
put in" - or semething fike that!

We have applied, this month, for some more
"Windfall Funds® from the RACMSA, « If wa are
successiul we intend to replace owr existing stock of
cones with some new ones of uniform slze and a
heavier base!l Also to provida a PA system for use
at autotests, outside and inside venues including rally
finishes and social occesions. You will remember that
fest year we were able to purchase tents, a generator
and some lighting equipment,

Al of this capital expenditure enables us to display
professionalistm in all we do and helps erganisers end
competitors alike,

Be rightly proud of your inotorcleb and as always -
Happy motorsport!

Hod Parkin

SOCIAL CALENDA

August

4th. Glldersame Con. Club
1ith. Admiral Hawke, Boston Spa
18th. Crown, Wetherby
25th, The Beehive, Thorner

September

1st. Gildersome Con. Club
&th, Admiral Hawke, Boston Spa
15th. Crown Weltherby
22nd. The Beehive, Thomer
28th, To be announcad
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Cari2 CRAIG DYKES / STEVE HUGHL

Having not put fingers {o keyboard for seme time
here is the most recent update on the JCD rally
teams antics.

The event started steadily at Dalton Park a quick
blast arewnd the country house estate and both
Craig and | felt happy about the cars set up. The
Intercom was receiving interference but we didn't
know where from so it was back to hand signais for
directions so if you caught me on camera I'm not
waving at you, I was just showing Cralg which way
to go.

Stage 2 was Beacon Farm only a 1-mile stage and
basically followed the feld boundaries no problems
s0 far,

Stage 3 & 4 at Gunby {Breighton Airfield) these
were slippy espedcially going into the woodyard
where a couple of chicanes enterizined the
spectatogs.

Stage 5 & & were Elington where the JCD car can
really perform and we set some quick times
pushing car & so hard that he spun in front of us
nearly coliding.

Slage 7 Escrick was very slippy and we managed
{o just keep it on the tracks without any damage.
into service at Breighlon and refreshments ait
raund.

Stage B8 was back 1o Beacon Farm except this time
in the opposite direction, 2 little tricky but we
escaped unscathed.

Stage 9 & 10 back to Elvington for shorter stages

but some enteitaining power slides they may not -
be the quickest way around the comners but it sure

does {eel good!

Stage 11 back te Escrick so it was another quick
tyre change onte knobblies and forest bound we
set off. | don't recall every detall of this stage it do
remember fraveliing at some high speed along the
rough track leading from the woods. No spins no
near misses and at the stage finish a fairly quick
tima in comparison to the 4-wheel brigade.

Back to Gunby for Stages 11 & 12. Al was
going well, perhaps loo well as we had just
overtaken the Subaru impreza and wete on a
high. Then disaster struck. As we entered a
chicane a loud bang echoed from the back of
the car followed by a clunking nolse. We both
knew what {t was but when we came to a hait
Craig confirmed it was the prop shaft broken
and we were out of tha rally. The provisionai
results had showed that up untif that ime we
had been in 2nd place but na finish no awsards,
This is the secand time the team have suffered
when doing weil, for those of you who ¢an
recall we led the Tour of Lings then broke
down it was not to be our day and we quickiy
scurried away home to drown our sorfows.
There is abways next time and for us thal is the
Opposite Lock rally. Hope things go better
next time.

Whilst wailing for the sourse closer it gave me
time to spectate and watch Barry and Tom
cough past with a bad misfire on the car -
spark plugs | believe. The whole episode was
captured on in-car video courlesy of Mad
Videt so if anyona wants a watch give me a
shout. Well I've exercised these fingers
encugh so until next time,

Cheers Steve Hugeil

NATURE WATCH!
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Police are teday appesling for witnesses of
the brutal decimation of a totally innocent

hedge!




STEVEN ALAN RATHBONE
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{1953 - 1998)

Steve Rathbone was a member of Trackrod from
1971 until he sold his 3rd Rally Car in 1978 fo Start
a dlothing business.

Steve and | were at schoo! together as teenagers
in the 'mod’ years. He was very much into scoolers
{Lambretta SX250 no lass), James Brown, going
to dances and pulling girks. Steve was the sort of
guy whe worked hard and played hard. If he got
something wrong he wouldn't admit defeat, but
would keep on untif he got it right (perhaps that's
why he had lots of giel #riendstl). This attitude
sefved him well throughout every aspect of his fife,
His personal motto never changed: "When the
going get's tough, the tough get going™.

He was able {o prioritize his life even while at
school. His playing hard at being o ‘mod’ never
interfered with his drive to succeed in alf his

exams (O and A levels). When he started at Leeds
University (1971) for & BA in Textile Management,
he had also started his rallying career in an 850
minl. While leaming how to be sompelitive in
motorspor! he oblained his BA (1974), nevar
letting these aspects of his life interfere with each
other,

Obviously on a shoestring budget while at
utiiversity he had the whale hearted backing of his
parents: Derek and Mena, who always welcomed
alf his and his brother Howard's friends as if they
werg their own. Steve had a series of navigators
from 1971 to 1974, who's stories portrayed a
driver who initiaily didn't really know what to do with
a car to someane who was obviously very talented
in an underpowered machine,

in Octeber 1972 Steve was part of the first ever
Trackrod contingent te compete in the Tour of Muil
along with Marsh Newman-Mini, Richard
Jackson-Escort, and Sue Waddington-GBGT). |
was navigating for Marsh down in the sixties with
Steve running immediately behind. Steve and
Marsh had literally beer: fife long fiends from the
pram. Marsh was new to raflying in comparison to
Steve who now had a reputation of being quick in
his underpowered mini.

During the event Marsh managed to fell off the
track several times, and rather than see his friends
in frouble, Steve stopped ack on the road to make
sure wa finished the event, This totaly jeopardised
his chances of a good #inish (as he had the son of
the clerk of the course navigating for him) and he
finished way down &t fifty something with Marsh. As
usual while off duty back at the hote! Steve
managed to ‘pull’ the fovely waitress from Glasgow
we were alt draoling over. instead of drocling he
Just stepped in. His attifude was; "You don't get
anywhere i you don't try".

Steve asked me to navigate for him in Janary
1973 on the White Rose Rally {Dewsbury & DMC},
We finished un-notably somawhere int the top 30,
hut | was very impressed with his ability fo handle
the car. We did several events togsther in the mini
until he got an Escort Mexico in late 1974, Then
things really began to happen. A couple of events fo
feart the car's rear wheel drive handling
capabiiiies, which included the Mintex, in which we
finished second last; then a lot of deliberation,
planning, and suddenly, Steve had a top5 on the
Costa Di Plenti in 1975. ) new he had driven wel,
but suddenly he had "arrived’ as he put it. We
continued with a serles of top ten finishas, with
Motoring Mews headiines such as 'Rathbone the

Bridesmaid again’ etc. Stave lost 4 Shipley & DMC
rally by 2 seconds to John Midgley (a tan of vast
experience) having driven unbelievably wek on
snow and ice all night. It was obvious to Steve that
his car was not fast enough, Following 2 aupeit run
on the Manx international (Sept 1975 driving totally
blind on purchased pace notes) in which he retired
on the last day due o brake problems while lying in
the top20 he decided to look around for samething
faster.

The car which was 1o bring Steve success, tumed
out to be PXD394L one of the first Vauxhall works
cars ever buill; a MAGNUM 2300, Erior to that
success were several fallures due fo the cars
thoroughbred temperament. We had numerous
fantastic runs, delivering selective times that were so
far ahead of the locat heroes as to be unbelisvable -
Hterally, On the Synchro 68's Cartune Rally in 1976
we wernit out with ignition problems having been over
&8 minute fagter than the nearest rival on the first six
selectives, The organisers could not believe It and
added a minute to every fime (58l putting Steve in
the top 51). They were eventually proved wiong and
Steve's times were posted to everyona's total
amazement at his speed.



I September of 1976 we attacked the Manx
fnternational again, and recced every stage,
determined to make a good finish. Vauxhali had
been taking interest in Steve and we were asked to
form part of the works team on the island, along
side Jimmy McRae (Colin's dadl) and Wi
Sparrow, Steve was made up, but was brought
back to reafity when efectrical problems put us out
on the first day.

Steve stuck at it and we took an ANCC
champienship evenl: The Snowdrop Rally (lkley &
DMC}is November 1976 with consummate edase,
followed in December by a cotwincing win on
another ANCC event: Hull and DMC's Mookraker
Rally. Again Steve's times were unreal; driving on
sheat ice for the whole of the event, he was one of
only 4 cars to hot ga OTL.

Having really arrived’ Steve decided to attack the
MN road rally championship, and we sperl several
weekends in the new yaar of 1977 recceing Welsh
ferritory for the AGBO and Gremlin raflies. On
these events, Steve's selective limes were once
agein astonishing. Cleaning some and demolishing
the times of Ron Beecroft and Bl Gwynna: the
main championship confenders, On both events
Steve lost it near the end, damaging suspension
and having 1o imp back te the trailer, Whifa leading
the Calderford round of the championship; clutch
failure put him out.

Being very pragmatic and financiaily embarrassed
now, hy the cost of the MAGNUM, Steve decided
to call it a day following the 1977 Tour of Mull, and
formed part of the now large annual Trackrad
pilgtimage to the island. On this event he Wag
superh, Finishing 6th overall and winring ihe
praise of many, proving himself very mature driver
from the raw novice that had altacked the istand 5
years previously. He sold his car to help pay debts
and finance his clothing venture in 8pors wear,
The door on his rallying career closed, and he
never looked back.

As ever, Steve made a huge suecess of the
business eventually, and was

loaking forward to refiring in § years time. Sadly
he lost his batte

againsl eancer, | have pictures in my scrap hook,
some of which are in this

article, to remind me of the enjoyable times we
had tagether; in success or

failure.

As ever, Steve made & huge success of the
business eventually, and was looking forward
to retiring in 5 years time. Sadly he lost his
battle

against cancer. | have pictures in my scrap
book, soine of which will apperar in next
manth's magazine, to remind me of the
enjoyable fimes we had together: in success
or failure,

It | feel things are getting on top of me then |
will cafl Steve's motto to ming:

WHEN THE GOING GETS TOUGH,
THE TOUGH GET GOING,

By Frank Stewart Brown

Steve's navigator from 1973 - 1078

BBQ HILLCLIME ;
30TH AUGUST 1

The now annual Trackrod Motor Club BRQ )
Hillclimb, held at Harawood, is rapidly
approaching, and as chief marshall | need your
help to statf the cowrse on the day.

We need 35 marshalis to man both the track
and the paddock, so any offers of assistance
would be grateful accepted,

If you've never marshalled before, or at a
hillelimb anyway, then some along and give it &
go. You'lf be put with an experienced marshall
who will show you the ropes throughaut the
day.

There'll be an entry of around 100 cars and we
hope to run two practice and four timed runs,

A BBQ will follow at the end of the day's
praceedings, so why not come along and have
a good day out,
Mease contack ;

Tim Bendlow 01937 520541
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MAN OR MOUSE?

TV reporter said after the

opening of Slewart Grand

Prix's new premises ibaf the
way to cut NHS waiting lists is to burn
Fl facieries into hospitals because
they're so clean and tidy.

A vabid point becavse whichover
you visit the atmasphere is one of
clinical hi-tech; in fact { recognised
only one piece of equipment at the
Slewar! facility - 1 hought it was 2
device for encouraging sponsors bul it
was aolhing more painful than a vice.

Techaclogy has been around since
the dawn of mankind - after ail, Fve
had an Apple - and nowadays the
micrachip is centainly helping motor
clubs. Magazines .., mailing lists ...
resilis syslems ... you name it,
Informalion Technology eases
the way.

So it’s Ihree cheers for technology
i motersperd then?

Well ... make that jusl two cheers
because there can be a downside. For
example, st the las| Club Workshops
we were teld of tocal ill-feeling caused
by indiscreet comments typett in Lhe
basem of a back bedronm bui read
mere widely on the nel han had been
anlicipated, white a couple of clubs
reporied collapsed secial programmes
when everyone wenf on {0 e-mail.
Why? Wha needs elul meetings when
you're endlessly communicating by
computer? And there was mild
concern that the person runping one
rlub’s web sile had “become” the club
and vvershadowed the commitiee.
Happily, however, alt the clubs
concerned reported that normality had
returned after a few months.

But the emphasis on technology al

the top of vur sport perhaps presents a
wider concern ~ il may isolate v from
polential supporiers anwng dhe
general public.

By chance we've had a ghut of sport
recenily with e World Cup, Test
cricked, F1 and even lenniszzazzzez,
How did all the other sposts differ
{rom ours? Lawer capilal costs to take
part for one thing.

¥'m no foolbalt expert {the best
resuit the leam | pfayed for ever had
wis 1o lose (hree nil and we thought
eurselves lucky Jo score nil) but my
guess is thal to huy the bools, balf and
goalposts to put 22 peaple onlo a
snecer pilch would cost less than one
person doing & middle of the read race
or ralfly.

But maybe the mos! significant
differcnce was that you conld actually
see the conipetitors and share their
emotions. In fact after lip veading
during the World Cup | can now say a
{ew words in 17 languages although of
course § can’t use any of them in
polite conversatien,

The {irst lime 1 saw 5. Moss Esq. at
Oultor: Park he heid his nose and
pulled an imaginary chain during a
race bo express his opinion of & car,
and ke circuit echoed with an
dnusual sound - joyous laughter. Sad
we've los! much of 1hat spontaneity. [
a star took hoth hands off the wheel
during a race loday the GPDA would
g0 inlo emergency session while
sure there's now a clause somewhere
probibiting undue levity, o facl §
suspect some penple at the leading
edge of technelogy would be happy if
all F1 compulers were linked so that
they could race electronically williout

having the bother of going lo a cireuit,
but the general public need mare
personal warmih in their sport,

As | was queuing to pay for petrol
recently it suddenly went dark ~ |
{hought there'd been an eclipse of the
sun — as two transporters for one of
the TQCA tears pulled onlo Ihe
Torecourt. The others queuing were in
Tairly sporting cars so | wailed for
their gasps of admiration ai the
majestic sight, Not a bt of it. When
one commented "All that just to put
Iwo cars on the track, didiculons™
there were murmurs of agreement ...
and then they wenl hack 10 discussing
the penatty ghool-out the night before.

We can't eseape the march of
techrology — one futuroiogis! reckons
there will never be Jess pace of change
than we have today — but before our
sporl gets tolally chsessed wilh the
mouse rather than lhe man, perhaps
we need lo remember thal the
majority of people out there il prefer
their chips fram Harry Ramsden
rather than Irlel.

Stuar! Turner

COD FILLET QUiZ
Defipe

1. What is Dan Surney's middle nome?

2. Where did Dus Grmey win his FI
Gronds Prix?

3. Nune the firs! woman b storl o
Warld (hampianship 69,

4. By whwat other pome wes the
‘L(ukyhl Smnjoot* sus?
ANSWERS ON PAGE iv

Whoole RIGR i



NEWS
FROM THE
RACMSA

Youngsters in motor
sport

The RAC Motor Sparis Council
has undeniaken a review of he
requirement ta hold a road traffic
licence hefore ehizining a
competifion licence,

With the relaxation of starting ages
across motor sport to below 17 years,
the requirement for a raad licence has
become irrelevant within many
diselplines.

Accordingly, the Council agread
that the General Regulations be
amended with effect from 1 January
1993, 1o remove the requirement for
a road licence when oblaining an
RACMSA Campelition Licence,

This proposal does ot mean that
individual branches of motor sport
wiii aittomatically drop the
requirement lor road licences from
evend regulations. Where the law of
the land calis for the possession of a
road licence, that naluzally remains
supreme whether or not a competition
liceace is heid.

Fire extinguishers

As a result of European legislation,
few extinguishers are red and not
colove-coded acoarding to type.
Identification is now made by either
& descriptive tabel alone, orby an
edditional coloured band,
Extinguishers purchased before

the legislation de not have lo be
retrospectively painted red,

When marshals arrive on post,
extinguishers should be checked by
ensuring thal the nozzle is clean and
ciear and that — if the extinguisher
is of the stored pressure variely —
the reading on the pressure gauge
is comfortably withia the green
sectar,

il Wheels 8798
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seals unless you are about fo fight a
fire, If & seal is removed, it indicates
that the extinguisher is na fonger
serviceable, If marshais remove
seals, there may be Health &

Safely implications or the owner
is Faced with 1he expense of
having extinguishers serviced
unnecessarily.

More about fire extinguishers in
the next issue of Wheels,

Wheelnuts

The attention of competitors is drawn
to the potential for wheels to be fitted
usirg wheelnots with an incompatible
seat chamfler angle andVor inadequate
stud thread fength,

Campetitors using nan-osiginal
eguipenent are reminded of the
possibitlify of stress-related whesl
failures and wheei attachments
should be cherked fer compatibility.
1F in any dowbt, comlact Iha vehicle or
wheel manufaclurer,

Moftor sport on
Teletexi

The FTV network now covers mator
spart an i3 leletext pages {index

of page 515), with 1ke emphasis
naturaliy on Formulz 1. BBC continue
to offer covezage on both channels,
with motor sport indexed at page

350 and the RACMSA calendar on
page J68.

In brief...

& World land speed record

holdes Andy Green will drive an
MGE-hased car at Banneville during
August; the target is Lo exceed
255mphy, to berome the fastest

ever MG

& Streetly Motor Club can now

be faznd on the web at
fltpHwww trugga memail.comdsme/,
& RACMSA Training & Development
Co-ordinator ABan Dean-Lewls
received an MBE in the Queen's
Birthday Horours. The award
recognised his work as Force
Commardant of the North Waies
Special Constabulary.

REGIONAL
COMMITTEE

‘The second meeting of the year
inctuded discussion of
representation on the specialist
comamitiees and advisery groups of
the RAC Motor Sports Council
{(writes Boh Milloy). Direc
appointmenis are retained on
Rallies, Safety and O Road;
reports were heard [rom meetings
of these three committees,
maintaining 1he personal faedhack
which the members believe to he
imporiant,

The Regionat Committee
welcomed a proposal 1o inclide
their chainman, Bill Troughear, on
the appaintments review panel.

Furlher development of the
Regional Commiltes's role was
outlined by Allen Dean-Lewit, who
anrcunced a series of
presentations 1o be made at
Regional Association meetings, to
which all registered motor clubs are
being fnvited.

RACMSA Chief Executive John
Quenty reviewed the proposed sale
of RAC Matering Services and
indicated that fogure use of
Elvingtan airfield for motor sport
might be secured by an appropriate
RACMSEA investment,

The Motersperts Facilities Unit
repert was received in writing from
David Kersey, who suppliad
infarmation on land use,
Interaction with other bodies and
Ihe prospect of the “almost -
mythical” Health & Salety
Guidelines becoming available
“quite soon",

A programme fer inter-
Assoriation competitive eventg inte
the new millenium was discussed,
the rarge of eventsdo suit demand.

Further toglcs were Ihe period
and validity of competition licences,
the Club Development Fund,
equipment for environmental
scrutinesrs and Nattonal B rally
timekeapars,

‘The next meeting takes place on
23 September, The views of molor
clab members are siways weizome,




Facts about. ..

AMRO

* AMRG, the Association of Motor
Spor! Recovery Operators Lid, was
formed in *45 with the suppord of he
RACMSA Rescue Advisory Group, by a
group of licensed operators concerned
for the status of motorsport recovery.
* The Association’s objectives are fo:
a) bring together and train member
opesators and crews in all aspects of
inotorsport event recovery in fine with
the teachings of The Institute of
Yehicle Recovery (IVR);

b} ensure crew safely by requiring
first aid training for each member;

¢} ensuze that recovery units are
correctly and fully equipped in meet
ofl expected tasks and to undertake
annaaf checks of this equipment;

d) advise lhose concemned with rvent
safety on the importance of using
licensed recovery units,

® Slage rallies (multi-use and

Torest) form the major part of the
Association's involvement in
mtarsport recovery but members
aiso cover ali other branches of the
sport.

s For many years event organisers
relied on marshalls with 4wd vehicles,
local garages or cempetitors' own
service orews to carry oul recoveries
with varying degrees of success. In
1985, in an attempt 1o rectify what
seemed to be a less than satisfactory
system, the RACMSA Rescue Panet
{now The Rescue Advisory Group)
began recruiting and licensing Rally
Recovery Operators and crews who
would then undergo a bi-ennial re-
asgessmont of their skills and unit
equipment.

= The number of Licensed Rally
Recovery Units has grown over the
years {0 around fifly, UK-wide, and by
using an AMRO member unit,
operator and crew, event organisers
tan rest asired Lhat they are using
an experienced, well trained and
properly equipped Recovery team
coverad by a RACMSA insurance
poliey, capable of carrying out safe
recoveries.

* For further details of AMRO contact
the Secretary, jan Joustra, 181 Schoot
Road, Crookes, Sheffield, South Yorks
S0 1G1. Tel: 01142 667724,
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MIGHTY MIDGETS & SPECIAL
SPRITES

John Baggott, Crowaod Press,
ISBN I #6126 108 3, £19.95

This is & cheerful romp through

40 years of racing Spridgets, from
works Healey coupés to countless
AMBteUY race cars — many driven by
well-known names, Packed with
anecdoles, the fively narrative amply
puts across the resourcefulness and
the sheer fiun that has always
characterised Spridget racing, as
well as giving a fair technical
insight inte how to race prepare

a car, often or a shoestring, The
suceession of résumés of various
racers’ trials and tribulalions will
strike mare of a chord with

thase who were there and the book
tould have doae with better design
and heiter proof-reading, bt
Spridge! fans will find it an
entertaining read.

CONCEPT CARS, Jonathan Wood,
Parragon, ISBN 0 75252 084 9,
5498

They used to be called *dream: cars’,
but now they are called ‘concept cars'
and Jonathan Woad's book is &
calourful study of the genre, starting
wilh the 1932 General Motors Y-Job
and finishing with the 1997 Dodge
Copperhead, 1t takes in such landmark
modzals as the 1993 Plymouth Prowler
and Porsche Boxster, which actually
made it into production, Most of the
entries are post-1980, but of the older
exatiples the 1950 Triumph TRX is in
thare and iHlustrates the point that the
boak is shert on words, theugh the
ones thal are there are aceurale and
succinct. Bespite that, it’s excellent
value for money. This is ooe for the
caffee table.

LAND-ROVERS ACROSS AMERICA
British Car Films, tel; 0181 374
4850, £18.99 plus £1.90 p&yp

Billed as the most ambitious Land-
Raver film ever made, this fealure-
iength documentary investigates the

margue as seen throngh American
eyes. There's off-rading in Vermont
and other venues, a [ook at the
marketing and advertising, and —
mest fascinating and hilarious of afl -
a number of modified models such
#5 8 'Big Foot' Series 1A which has
wheels that make a standard Landie
fook minute! Look for the Daimler
Scoud car being put thraugh its
paces.

LOTUS ON THE HILLS, Paul
Robinshaw/Jeremy Bouckley, RS
Publications, ISBN 0 952 8086 2 5,
£14.95

A slim softback photo altram of
amateur Lotus enthusiasts thrashing
up the hills in assorted Lotuses,
starting with a Mk 2 and finishing
with Elises. On the whole the
photographs — all hlack and white -~
are sharp and clear and the words
brief and {0 the paint, There are spec
tables or each modsl loo, This one's
for fans of hillchimbing as well as
racing Lotuses.

‘THE COMPLETE CATALOGUE OF
BRITISH CARS

David Culshaw and Peter
Horrobin, ISBN 1 874105 82 6,
Veloce Publishing, £19.99

Out of print for 28-0dd years, this
book aow has a real classic flavour
as alt its enlries stap in 197477975,
That means Trivmph draws to a

halt before the TRT, TVR ends on
Lhe 30M and the book reads as
though thete is slill a thriving
British mofor tadusiry. All in black
and white, with Bmited details and
restricted spec tables crammed into
niearly 500 pages, the ecatalogue looks
rather dated, bui it is surprisingly
informative and fascinating. Even
59, it ¥s painful to be reminded of

50 many marques ~ from Lotis (o Baan
—which once barned brightly only to
become distant memories.

And those are just from the saction
on major manufaciurers. Superb
value.
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TECHNICAL TIPS smes

Cold, hot and
tyred!

N a competition car you
can get a fair idea of tyre
pressures by faking lyre

temperalpres across the fread
widtlh. For road cars the same nules
de not apply. In either case, always
starl with the lyre manufacturer's
recommended setting.

10 you have a tyre temperature
gauge (highly recommended) starl
by getting the (yres up lo
temperature, The lyre manufacturer
can tell you the optimum
temperatare for their tyre.
Something tike the slicks we ran in
the Rover GT1 series wouid like to

run up to 7580 degrees centigrade
afthough we often feund that

80 degrees was all the heat you
could get into them on a cold day.
For the Yecta series the Yokohama
088R weuld oflen be in ihe high
8%'s and even higher than that by
the end of the race.

Thi idea of getling ko know the
correct running temperabisre is so
that yois can conteol Ihe hol running
pressure. A cold lyre might start aut
with 32psi but by the time the tyre
has heated up this would increase
to 45psi. You need to know your hot
running pressure so that you can
campensale on colder, or holter,
days. Sprint and hillelimb drivers
might well nin higher starting
pressures since Lthey are not
rusinting long enough to really get
any heat into the fyres.

mm‘qﬂcch‘vfnal‘ows

QUIZ ANSWERS

1. Baniel SEXTOK Gurney,

2. Rouen {'42 Porsche ond “64
Brabhom),

3. Moria-teresa db Fillppls - Belgina GP
5.

4. Rally of tha 1086 Lakes, Finlund.

NB!
The more disteering army of Irivia minded
soadess will hove spatled tha misprial/
deliberate misinke en Guestion 4 inve
/99 ... it should reud 1957 not 198}
o5 grrinded].
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KEEP UPTO
SPEED WITH

THE MONTHLY
2 MOTORSPORT
il MAGAZINE WRITTEN
FOR ENTHUSIASTS - BY ENTHUSIASTS

Correspodonee fo Stuart Tiraer, BACHNA Afotor Bt Horw, Ruveraedy Park, Calaboook, Stargh S22 0015
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A GRAND DAY OUT E
mﬁmmﬁmﬂmw‘

(with apologies to W & G}

“We've not got anything planned for this Sunday
have we? Do you fancy 2 day out?" Thus spake
himseif. As ! fondly imagined Meadow Hall, White
Rose, Hornsea Qutiel, and other suftahle places to
spend a few Sunday hours (and pounds), | put my
brain in neutral and mocgh in averdive - ” Yeah,
great!” | stiff haven't learned, even afler all these
years!

So, where did | spend my Sunday out? Watching
bog-hopping near Buith, that's where|

Qr to be more technically accurate, spectating at the
Bronce 4 x 4 Tyres Safari Championship, Round 5,
held at Cwm Derw Farm, Rhayader, So there.

We'd been at the Quinton on the Saturday, 50 il
made sense o stay another night, and catch the QN
Roaders on the way home on Sunday. Don't get
picky about Rhayader not being between
Liandrindod and Pollington, near enough iz close
encugh the way | navigate,

What's 1his off roading all about then? Vehicle-wise,
anything with four wheels, an engine and a sense of
humour qualifies. The competition is so simple even
I understood it - six timed attempts at a 9 mile frack
laid out wtilising alf the bits that road makers throw

. away - bumps, lumps, bogs, cliffs, rocks, alt joined
together by grassy bits, heathery bits and wet bits.
The crew consists of a driver {who steers and
pedals) and a navigator whose main functions are io
offer encouragement (a fa Rachel Simmonite on thal
famous Top Gear programme) and net complain
akaut getting wet and mucky,

Cars started on 30 second intervals at the top of a
vertigo inducing hdll, thrashed to the bottom, zig
zagged a bit across fields, then disappeared up
another gigantic hifl, did some twiddiy bits we
couldn’ see before returning via several deep and

muddy culverts (think Keilder at its worst) to a river

in the bottom, and finish with a blast up the same
steep hill down which they'd started.

As always, it wasn't the good ones wha provided
most entertainment for the sadists assembied in the
viewing area. Rolls were frequent (but non
damaging at the low speeds), as were slipping into

bogs, and landings going katy-carnered after
vicious yurmnps. The Rescue Land Rovers were
kept extremely busy but nobady seemed ta mind
Of care - fall in, get pulled out, carry on, fall off,
etc. - was the norm. Nene of this pansy ‘outside
assistance is not permitted nonsense for these
guys}

it was tharoughly entertaining from my viewpoint
as a complete outsider, and if you'Te interested
ihe next one is at Waleshy on September 20th.

Qur thanks {o Matt Lee for the invitation, and to
Richard Skinrer and Rache! Simmaonite for the
expert commentary.

Anne & Tom Watson

r NAVIGATOR REQUIRED E

Stuart Bell is looking for a navigator o have a
bash at our event, “The Forest Stages Rally" at
the end of Sepltember

The lucky candidate will be expected to
contribute towards the entry fee and be looking
for no more than a good days fun!

Stuart is hiring a Gp A Astre 16v to do the event
and can be contacted on:

work 0113 214 2546
mobile 0421 372252

email sj_bell@hotmei.com
~ NATURE WATCH| ““”"E
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The're siill iooking!
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RETROSPECT WAFI'E
reva—————t——r] TrADERS
] ] LTS, T
20 Years agoe this month 1978 CASH FOR SCRAP.
The cover pisture was of the Withers of Winsford fron and Steel Processors
Escort Twincam driven by Roy Fidler. Non-Ferrous Metal
Our guiz team met Setby and DMG in the NHMSG Merchants
semi final and were fraifing 147 to 174 afler the De )
general knowledge section but reafly pulfed up pols al:-
thek socks on Motorsport and came fhiough io a Morley 0113 25334007
storming win by 268 o 323. Wakefied in the final Gildersome 0113 2526699
- watch this spacef Dewsbury 01924 466536
Brain Wairsright (where's he these days?) hM’.’.‘aslleford 01977 552373 J
reported an the Stockton and DMC novice rally on
which he accompanied Trevor Ward in the mini
with Gez Waters and Vince Fleicher (VWV) slso in
attendance. The mini sulfered all night from 7 ~\
carburation probiams, only partially cured by MACHINE TOOLS & EQUIPMENT
keeping the choke pulled out, tha knock on affect MEASURING INSTRUMENTS
being very regular stops for fuefl. They eventually
finished 26t O/A. The VN had a trouble feet run SPECIALISTS IN STATISTICAL PROCESS
) CONTROL.

Vince Fleicher reported on the recent CD Bramafi
Rally. ninety crews took the start with Alan Powel!

and John Millington at number 1; Bob Pearson M|TCHELL Fox
and Rod Parkin at number 14 Jan Brown and
Chatlie Palmer at 23: John Palmer and Marcel

Girardier at 42; Barry Dove and John Bowmass at
52 and the Hawells mirt at 75,

ABRASIVES + HAND TOOLS + PORTABLE
POWER TOOLS

Apparently Baz [ John dropped over & minute CUTTING AND THREADING TOOLS

when they had Yo aviod an oncoming rally carl (it N HSS AND TUNGSTEN CARBIDE
is said that Baz was going in the correct direction)
bt later overtoak John Marfitt and Ronnie Moore WORKHOLDING EQUIPMENT

only to have the chilch explre, end of their rally.

Bob Pearson dropped the escort off the road ona
hairpin and much huffing and puffing by Rod was
to ro avall {No - he wasn't super fit 20 years ago
either Y end of their raily afso.

Gez and Vince finished an excellent 18th O/A and
Powell and Milington took a popular win, well done

al! round. WHITEHOUSE STREET
LEEDS L8101AD

tan Waddington end Geoff Northmore were joint TELEX 557101 MITFOX G

winners of our club night PCT at Stubbings farm. FAX (0113 246 5000}

The best alf lady crew was thal of Vicky Spurdens
{Now Renny) and .Julie Thompson (Now Slingsby).

TRACKROD- - - -~ mmmvemameenan ENDS
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1998 MOTORSPORT CALENDAR

October:
August: R
2nd  Ft Hockenheim Germany 3rd Cambrian = -
8th Tyneside Stages 3rd  Bulldag
§ih Larkspeed Autotest 9111 Tour of Mult
16th  F1 Hungaroring Hungary 10/14  WRC Rally Serremo  Italy
2123 WRC Neste Raly Finland Hith  F1Kayalami " -  S/Africs
otk TMC BBQ Hillcimb Harewcod t8th  Premiere Stagas ™~ Dukeries
0th  Ft Spa Beigium

November
September:;
58  Woodpecker st Ft Suzuka Japan
1413 Manx Int. tsle OFf Man S/ WRC Rally Australia
13th F1 Menza Italy 21123 RAC Rally Cheltenham
18/20 WRC Rally Of Indonesia
26th  Trackrod Forest Srages Rally
2fth  F1 Nurburgring Linembourg
Chairman Treasurer Secretary
Rod Parkin Michelle Wiliams Derek Lee
15 Holly Drive 24 Kirkficld Ave. 26 Spencer Road
Tinshill Lane Thorner Guiseley
L516 6EF L314 3EL LE20 LG
0413 267 1918 0113 288 2127 01943 875231
Deputy Derek Les Deputy: Deputy: Carolina Marston
Editor & Merchandise Membership Sec. -Competition Sec.
Jirs Plevey Simon Marston Peter Rutterford
24 Rikfield Ave, 20 Berklay Ave, 138 Mabb Woaod Drive
Thorner Harehilis Shipley
LS14 3L LS8 3RH B8 4EW
0402 277995 0113 248 1323 01274 594058
Deputy: Deputy Michelle Wilkams Beputy: Simon Marston
Sociul Beg, Trophy Points Prass & Marketing
Caroline Marston Vince Flstcher Andrew Apperley
20 Berkley Ave, 49 Forest Bank 0836 544037
Harehilis Gildersome Deputy: Jim Plovey
LS8 3RH LS27 TAD
0113 248 1323 0113 253 6631

Daputy: Nigel Cordinglay

Equipment Officer Dep. Equipment Larkspeed Captaing
Andrew Varley Nigel Cordingley Caroline Marston
91 Moseley Wood Gdns. 3 Hill Crest Derek Lee
Coolridge Cookridge
L3518 L5168 7D ANCC Rops.
0402 564314 G113 267 8518 Derek Lee & Pater Rutterford



