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CHAIRMAN'S CHAT

Fhope you are all now gedting
enthusiastic for the different events whish
are fooming closer. At the last
committee meeting | was struck by how
many events there are to get
involved in - sea the comprehensive list in
this magazine if you don't
believe mel As | write this | have just
returned from an informal get
logether at Delacy Motor Club where
several local motor clubs were
discussing how to attract new mwmbers
and, in particular, how to ensure we
provide encugh marshals for the various
events, special slage rallies being
a curren{ problem. It seems everyone is
having difficutty persuading
marshals to spend hours in the forests
often waiting for the first car,
and, more depressing, waiting for the
course closer! o, if you have any
ideas how we might fackle this please el
me know - perhaps more "freebigs”
such as pens, whistles; more information;
variety of jobs; whatever? Also -
as some of you may know several Motor
Clubs arrange irips for their
membears. I has been suggested we look at
going to the "Race of Champions®,
in Grand Canaria, this December. If you are
not familiar with this
spectacular event with good viewing,
itemational stars ate, just ask.
Cost - well i suspect around £250 to
include fMight and accommodation
would he possible - we could arrange to
pay monthly in advance - anyone
interested?? Or is there any other event
you would like to see? Please nole
the Navigational Scatter (FREE ENTRY
AGIAN) on April 14th, ali you need is
fhe map (106), a pencil, romer and a torchl
Have fun whatever you are doing
- hope to see plenty of Trackrod crews out
on the Lockoui Raily {April
26th).

Rod Parkin

April

7th.- Giidersome Con Club
Car Preperation Talk
by Tom Watson.
14th -Admiral Hawke Boston Spa
Navigaiional Scatter
21st -Crown, Wetherby.
2Bth.-The Beehive, Thomer.

May

&th ~Gildersome Con Chub.
Fitm Show.
12ih.~ Admiral Hawke, Soston $pa,
19th.-Crown,Welhethy.
26th -The Beehlve, Thomar

Jira

23rd. Gymcarna

THIS MONTH' S BARGAINS

Cffered for sale:
Mk 2 up and gver exhaust Section £10
Mk 2 RS Back Box £20
4 No. Blue Sparco Hamess Pads £15
2 No. Red Sparco Harmess Pads 8
3 No._ 4 Point Sabelt Hamesses £30
1 No. Willans Aircralt Hamesses £40
Woerks Astra Quick Rack Mk 3 {r/p) £40
Leather Steering Wheet 167 £20
Lancia Front Fast Road Springs £20
Medium Pro Rafly Sparco Helmet £230
Medium Nimrod Fuli Face £20
7 13" RS Alloys
5 V. Good Forest Colways £275
2 Good intermediates £100

{wilt split or cheaper for the lof)
Ring Dave Hammond

Tet-411924 220816 or 0378 016625+



SEC'S BiT

We are now well into 1998 with what looks like
being a very fult competitive year of motorspart, |
hope that there is enough vasfety for alt of you,
This is one of the reasons why we have
introduced two other championships for you ali to
chalienge this year. They being the Mulli Venue
and the Autotest Champlonships, good luck to all
who take up the chaliengel

Ancther championship that coincides with events
in our own Championships |s the Larkspeed
League. The league comprises of events that as
weli as the normal awards fo the competitors,
thete are also polive awarded to the cib thwee
competitors enter under, There are ten different
roinde and types of event and all the paints go
towards a mopetary award {0 the clubs &t the end
of the year. So you can also help your club a6 well
25 your geill The next two rounds are: Autclest 19
Apri al Bingiey, Keighley DMC and the Lookout
Stages Rally 26 April at Melboumne Airfieid,
Trackred,

| woudd just ke to say a big thank you to Richard
Inason for his efforts on the first round the
Sporting Escorts Owners Club Autofest at
Bingley. Our only andry of an overfilled avent. Nice
o see he has not lost his touch, though just a bit
rusty. Well done Richard. Another thank you fo a
new member Kaly Lee for trying fo get her okl
man round the second round the Selby & DMG
Road Rally. Again anly onie aniry!

The committee have also been looking into
puiting something back to the club members as
we have received an insurance rebate from
events held last year. We are looking at some
ways in which we can do this. Organising a seties
of navigaticnal scatlers with free entry fo club
mamhers and some rewards at the finksh, if you
have any sensible ideas the commitiee ¢an look
into, pleass let me know.

Finally many thanks to all those who marshaled
on the Langdale Stage of the North Humberside
Forest Stages Rally last weekend, and where
were the rest of youf

TiHl next month, safe meloring.

Derek Lee
Hon Sacretary.

EDITOR'S S8POT

VWeil what can i say, a bumper issue of the
magazine , your arficles have been coming in
thick and fast, infact that fast | can not fit them akf
in the magazine this month.

| witt apolagise now if your articie has been
excluded but i can essure you it wili be in next
menth.

As I'm sure most of you wil already know t was
competing at Twyford Wood fast Sunday,
unfortunately not for very jong, sitting along side
Bambos Charalambos n his Saphire Cosworth
we were all set for uphalding our honer of winning
the tast event at the airfield. Both of us ware
revved up, the adrenalin was flowing and we were
going to hammer the opposition, or 30 we thought.
The seconds counted down and before I'd
grabhed a second breath we were in sixth gear
fat out down the straight, by the time we ware
round the first lap we had caught a car at the
merge,not a problem, shaot pest him then as we
rounded the hairpin left a strange nelse came
frotn the gearbox. Within one hundred yards the
transmission had locked up solid. Game over}
The most annoying thing is we were 10 seconds
faster round the first [ap than the next quickest
oar, bust as they say “that’s rabying.”

Your retired editor was also out playing in his new
Paugeot but i'm swe he will be putling pen to
paper and teling you about the expearience next
month.

Most of the articles | have received this month
have come via the E-Mall which is a very good
sign, hapefully of things to come.

As e mentioned before, if you have any good
photo’s oF arlicles you would ike including in the
magazine or on the Trackrod Motor Club web shte,
which will be opening very shortly, please send
them to me or E-Mail them to:

jim.plevey@viegin.net

Well | hope svery body has a competifive month
and don't forget on the 7th. Tom Watsen of ATM
Engineering is giving a talk on car preparation at
Gildersome con club then the following week is
the navigational scatter organised by Nick Dixon,
So get out and have some fiin!

Jim Plavey,
Editor



ELVINGTON STAGES

My job brings many sumprises which is probably
why {'m stifl doing &t, bt none mere so than after
denling with & deg accident being offered a
navigators seat at Ehington. That is how #t
happened despite the many rumers that ] got #t
in refurn for leting him off speeding!! The car is
a Ford Escort Mkl powered by 8 2400¢e HART
engine more readily seen In Formada 3000 cars,
it was built by Merch engineering for Robin
HURD with ne expense spared and those who
have seen it will confirm it i well prepared. 1
have to admit that | have never seen Craig
DYKES drive prior fo the event though he was
idnd eroupgh to loan me same MAD videos of his
previous outings several serious offs!
Thanks Cralg. Mother Nature did her best to
drown everyone and so the evert was 1o start
very wel with stending water and a deep
watersplash. Four wheel drivas wers to have the
advantage and we decided that full wet tyres
were the order for off tha line. I'm not sure who
was mote nervours me or Craig as the five
second count came up bul we were off and
running very quickly avoiding the water just off
the start ine. | am not one for fairground rides |
don't even go on the dodgems but this was an
experianca to behold as the Escort just kept on
accelerating. No 7eal problems on the first stage
uther than a short detour neer the service area
which entertalned the hardy spactators and
service crews. As the day progressed the
weather faired and the surface dijed. Stage 3
we went onto Intermediates getting guicker afl
the time but stilf lozing Ume to the four-wheel
drive cars, Stage 5 was the luming point

for us es we decided to nn slicke. Suddenly car
2 a Misubishi Lancer Evo W became within
reach and on stage 6 we took 30 seconds off
him to put us in cortention. Lyndom Barten in his
Cosworth was driving very lidy and quick and
after puffing out & commanding lead early in the
day when the surface was wet he never looked
back. Except that is when he came across us on
his second tap of stage T | was sure that at the
end of the stage | would find blue paint on the
nearsids door however none was found and the
MALD video footage shows just how close we
got.  After stage 7 the service crew announcad
te me that the steering rack on the Escort was in
a bad way but we had no spare so don't tell
Craig) Thanks boys!! wa had |ust got ourselves

up inte second overall and we may not finish. ! can tell
you sat on the start fine of stage 81 wes & iitte worried
but 3.36zecs later we were finishad st in one piece
and no pane! damage all day, great, It was pleasing to
see other Trackrod crews also having a grest run
Andrew Appettey/Jonathon Belbin showing many
quicker cars up with neat and quick driving. Stuart
Drabble/Arthur Heaton managed to keep a Vauxhalf
Mova in sight and took a well-deserved third In class,
We finished 2nd overall | am st waiting for my
stomach to catch me up. Celebrations were plentifl
after the event as it was Craigs birthday swell as his
best finish. Hope to be invited to occupy the seat again,
Having abandoned Steve Sandarson to the video
camera wa are back in action together on the North
Humberside hope ta see you there. Thanks to alf who
helped run the event and especially those that
marshaled in all the rain.

Stave Hughi#t

KARTING TRIP

The date for this years xarting event Is the 21st. ime
{Farther’s day)

The venue, as before, i at Selby’s “Pro Am Karting®
and the format of the day will be endurance,

This consiste of & teams made up of 4 people and the
race duration is 3 hours

The price for the day's sportis only £25 per head with
the first £10 deposit being due no later than the
28th April

I you wotdd tike to go then please contact Paul Scruton
at home on 0113 228 8314 or on his moblie 04114 080
183

Judging by the success of last years event piaces wil
be filed very fast, You have being warned|

ADVERTISING

¥ you or anybody you know would be knterested in
advertiglng in this club magazine then why not give
Andrew Apperley a ring.

He can amangs fo go through the various packages
that we can now offer. As yois may have read in last
maonths publication, the Trackrod Motar Chiby web site
wilt be up and running very shortley and obviously the
scope for adverfising world wide speaks for s self,

You can contact Andrew on 0836 544 037



TROPHY PCINTS

Stage Rally Driver: No. of Events Service Crew:

Alan Larkin 788 1 Dawn Fermyhough 5

Richard Jackson 7.5 1

Dave Arnold 70.0 1 Marshal's Troplhy:

Tam Whittaker 55.0 i David Steele 20
Barbara Steele 15

Sizge Rally Navigator:

Bernard Fernyhough  78.8 1

Graharm Whittaker 70.0 1

Barry Dove 55.0 1

Blease don’t forget the three manth rule, ali claims rmust be handed in before three months have
elapsed.

Any member must have at least three claims in any one category to qualify for an award .
Where the category has awards for more than 15t over all then claims to qualify as follows:-

tst. O/A 3 clabms from any individus)
2nd. OJA 3 claims from 5 claimants
3rd. O/A 3 claims from B claimants

and alsc for the Trackrod Motor Club championship you must send in a claim form in the normal weoug
and this will be enterd for the championship on your behalf as well as all the other qualifying catagories
You can send them by post to me or pass them on by hand at any club night to either myself or Nigel
Cordingly.

If you need ansy more claim forms you can photocopy some out of Jast month’s magazine or give me
ring and 'l post some out o you.

Altematively e-mail jim at
fim plevey@virgin.net
and he will either send some via the e-mait or the post,

Vince Fletcher.
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WE WERE NOT BORN TO SUE

fLLIAM Shakespeare
wrole thal headline in, |
think, Richard i {well, a

drop of culture never goes amiss {
always say) but I'm nol sure if his
words still apply today, As an exampie,
| tripped and fell recently on some
cobkles -~ | didn't realise the cough
mixture was fardified, constable - and
a5 | skidded to a biceding halt, hoping
at the very least for a drop of
medicinal brandy, all # heard was a
vaize saying "you want e sue the
council mate”,

{t made me realise just how fitigious
life has become; we must always have
someene lo blame, even for our cwn
slupidity. | suspect if an apple felf on
Sir laaac Newton today, he'd be too
busy suing the awner of the orchiard 1o
bether inventing gravity.

As the law slowly throttles everyday
life, is there a rigl of it doing the
same to our spori? Perhaps, At one
time, ne competiter would have
thoughl of suing; teday the reverse
secins to be the case especially if
there are injuries.

I'm not suggesting that ! think iagal
action shoald be banred as far as
motorsport is concerned (well, | am
actuatly bui I recognize it wouldn'i be
practical or particularly demecratic)
but one knack-on effect of the risk of
litigation is that our sporl tan seem
wverburdened wilh rules and
regulations — far mere than for many
other sports eompeting for youngsters'
attention,

But ifyou think of the (potentialiy)
grealer risks in motor sport, it's not
surprising that there has ko be so
much emphasis on making sure the
rubes are as fooiproof as possitde and
are then closely followed, ot least by

officials keeping proper records after
an aceident - with photographs, plans
and 30 on — in case there is legal
action, possibly years Jater: ahove afl
there should never be any altempl af
eover up. [ suspect there is o feeling
that, tike any accident on the road, our
sport is backed by a large insurance
compaiy who will always pick up the
bill. Wedi, yes. Bul anly up o a point —
the stark facl is that if we faced
several cases involving milfions of
pounds at one time then the fees for
competitors would simply become
prohibitive,

Apart from itjury cases, there is
anether class of litigation which zan
be rearly as damaging for the future
of the sport and that is over the
resulls of an event or championship
or judicial prozedure.

Before 2nyone decides te have a
rumble with Rumpole over whether
they should bave been fifth or sixth,
it's worth remembering that if the
results of an eveal are not decided
until weeks or moaths afterwards,
there is only one certainty — sponsars
will stay away in droves, And mani-
Eactarers wen't be over enhusiastic
sither. 8o ... if you're that desperate
for an award, why nal leok in Yellow
Piges under “Trophies, Medals and
Ruseites™?

[ don't think anyone has ever left a
feotball or cricket match without
being certair of the result: we need
the same certainty.

Quite apart from spensors staying
away, there's another importaat group
whe will defeet if there are constant
squabbles and legal battles - the
officials. If you've ssen people walking
around recently ashen faced and
shaking their hcads, they are probably

Council membets who had a forceful
presentation at their last meeting from
the BMRMC which painted 2 stark
picture of the likely difficulties in fully
matshalling evenls in the future,

One reason for concern must surely
be that voluateer (1°d betler write that
again because we tend to forget:
polunteer) officials simply don'l need
legal hassies, and they most ceniainly
don’t need abuse from drivers with an
overweening sense of their own
importance,

‘There were many tribules paid to
Reger Clark a few weeks ago. Perhaps
we need te remermber Hiat be was a
fierce competilor amd a sportsman —
hie proved that ibat didn't have to be
condradiction ki terms. We need to
maintain sore of ihat spiril and
compele fiercely but fairly. If we don't
and instead constantly rush to the
laws and the lawyers, then sponsors
and officials wilt iurn away and
competitors will be left forlornly
driving up their own exhaust pipes,
Could be painful. Stuart Turner

COD FILLET QUIZ
Difipe

1. Which wes tha firs! "sueresshul’
sadiaf ply tyre?

2. When did an Indy Engle win the indy
5007

3. MLX 381 was the registration
nomber of which Brftish Monle Cerfo
Relly winnar?

4, Whese bngraphy is “Speed with
style?

AHSWERS DY PAGE Iv

Wheels 4798 1



NEWS
FROM THE
RACMSA

Detachuble seats to
aid driver extraction

A detachable seat - to allow drivers {o
be removed from crashed cars without
the risk of further injury — was an
improvement suggested by Professar
Sid Watkins for the fature of Grand
Prix racing.

The Professor talked of the work
being done to assist driver safety
in Farmula | during the iraugural
Motor Rating Safety Fund Watkins
Lecture.

The President of the FIA Medical
Commission addressed a capacity
audience of senior molor spori
medical offfcers and reseue personnel
at the first of what will be an annual
lscture on safety in motor sport.

“We are working on a tolally
remosable seal so that the driver
ean come ot of the car in his seat
in the event of an accident. It is not
far away for Grand Prix racing cars,”
said Professor Watkins during a
highly entertaining and informative
lecture.

Recent developments in the sporl
have greatly redaced the risk of
iajuries to driver's necks during
frontal and side impacts. High
cockpit sides have made massive
improvements to driver safety, The
Professor highlighted this by
examining the accident which bafel)
los Verstappen during the 1996
Belgian Grand Prix af Spa. Analysis
Fawnd that the Bulchman's crash
hebmet sustained an impact of more
than 200, and yet he was only mildly
concussed.

“An air bag in a racing car would
be wenderful and it is possible,”
comtinued Professor Watkins, whe
explained that Mercados were
warking on making {his dream a
possibilily. Research was on-going Lo
perect methods of releasing the bag
at {ke corvect moment.

H  Wheets 498

1LY LBUTY GHIVERRS LG SU YEEMS SIHCE
Professor Walkins was invited 1o be
the medical expert at all Grands Prix
ang he has seen ensrmous
improvements in driver safety
during that periad. The use of
accident data recording now allows
detailed sludy of alt aspects of
serious acefdents and 1he analysis of
Mika Hakkinen's accident at the
Ausiralian Grand Peix in 1595 led to
major changes to cockpit design,
“The revised cockpit gides have
greatly reduced the shearing force
on the neck during an accident,”
he explainad.

However, the Professor also roled
that the performance of gravel traps
in slowing rzcing cars is now upder
discussion. “To our disappoiniment,
graved is very poor for deceteration,”
he said. “More dala is required
and we want 1o see what happens
with the grooved tyres being
ifreduced for the 1958 Grand Prix
season, but dry larmac i3 far more
efficienl at sfowing down wayward
racing cars.”

The Motor Racing Salety Fund is
a registered charity which exists to
raise money for the provision of
rescue and medical equipment
thzoughow! motor sport.

Touring Cars ready
fo roll

Nine manufacturers have signed up
for the 1998 Aufe Trader RAC British
Touring Car Championship, which
starts on Easter Monday (Apr 13) at
Threxton,

There are 24 drivers, I8 naminated
by works leams, including five former
BTCC champions, a double louring car
World Cup winner and theee ex-
Formula 1 drivers.

Biggest surprise is a twe-car entry
from 1994 BTCC champions Alfa
Romeo, with 156s for former Ferrari
Grand Prix star Nicola Larin and
fellow Raltan Fabrizie Gisvanard:.
Hawever, the Alfaz won't be appear
vntif later in the seascn.

Leading the entry kst is tast
year's runaway winner Alain Menu,
returning to defend his crown ~ and
the manufaelurer and leam Gitles
won by Renaull - with the help of

HIS yOUNg BTHISN 1eam-nate Jason
Piato,

Volvo has drafted in ex-Ferrari
Ft driver Gianni Morbidelli to
partner Rickard Rydett in the §40s.
The other ex-Ft talent is former
Reraull and Lolus team leader
Derek Warwick, who will again
pariner double BTCC champion
John Cleland at Vauxhall,

Ford is led by 199E BTCC champion
Wil Hoy, with muitiple champion
Craig Baird from New Zealand,

Audi, the 1996 champion team,
returns with a two-wheel-drive A4,
pitoted by French ace Yvan Moller
ant Britain's John Bintclilfe, while
1konda's youthful squad features
James Thompson and Dutchman
Pater Hox.

Peugent has opled for the
experienced Tim Harvey, 1992 British
champian, and New Zealander Paul
Radisich, twice FIA World Cup winner,
while Nissar's unchanged driver fine-
up features Scolsmen Pavid Leslie
and Anthony Reid.

Six Hine up for the cash-rich
independenis’ Cap. Heading the
charge for the £100,599 top prize is
1947 top independent {and 1990
overall champion} Robb Graveit,

Murray Walker ends his 50-year
association wilh the BBC after
deciding not to commentate on this
year's BTCC, but # contract with 40
TV statinns in China could add one
biflian people to the 1998 viewing
figires.

In brief...

# Scotland's biggest annual iotor
sport event, the RSAC Seottish Rally
returns to Bumfries on 54 June [998,
as part of a three-year deal. The rally
inchudes two rounds of the Mobil |
RAC British Rally Championshiy.

& Stephanie and Rachet Simmonite,
the Bradford rallying sisters, received
the British Wermen Racing Drivers
Club’s Wakefield Trophy for their
cutsianding achievements in motor
sporl,

® A Volkswagen Golf dissel beat its
petrol-powered npposition on the
Baurnemauth Winler Raily. Neil
Simpson/Steven Martia fntshed 18th
and fop F2 car.



Facts about, .,

TOP GEAR

= Top Gear was faunched in 1977 as a
regional programme seen only in the
Midiands, Top Gear was launched
aationally in 1978 with a series of 16
programmes.

* Since then 393 programmes have
been transmilted — 2 tolal air time of
196Y hours.

* Average viewing figures in 1907
were 5 miltion in the UK and a further
90 milfion in 1he resLof the wortd -
the programme is seen in couniries
on {lve continents. Nearly half of the
viewers are fomiale.

= An average of 60 hours Rming is
dane for a typical programme and a
filmn erew usuaily consists of a
Director, a Sound Recordist, and a
tamers eperator,

= Spin-offs from Top Gear inchede
Jerenyy Clarkson's Motorworkd, The
Car's the Star and Top Gear Motorspor,
= To become a Direetor on Top Gear,
previous TV experience is welcome, as
is & passionate interest in cars and
maloring matiers in generat. Many
Directors have gratuated from media
sludies at various universities in
Britain, Cameramen, Researchers and
Editors often move inle directing.

*» Camera crews are supplied by BBC's
own Crew Allecations Departinend
although independent crews are alse
used frequently with spaciafist crews
often being used in metorspord Blming,
* Previeus presemers include Nos!
Edmonds, Angela Rippon, Barrie Gil,
Sue Baker and William Woollard.

« Curren! presemters include Jeremy
Clarison, Quentin Willson, Tony
Mason, Tiff Needell, Michelle
Newman and Steve Berry,

* Top Gear Magazine now has a UK
circilation of 172,000 per month and
the intemed site is the most popuifar
pari of Beeb site (ke BRC's
commercisl branch).

 Top Gear this vear will be shewn on
BBC2 through fo May and again in the
Autiron, The programme comes under
the Motoring & Leisure Sports
programmes department of the BBC
in Birmingham.

+ For further information on Top Gear
caft 1121 414 8275 or Internet
www.lopgear.beeb.com

AU OIS GENE
%mr REVIEWS FROM

CARS THAT TIME FORGOT,
Giles Chapman, Parragon,

ESBN 0 75252 0830 1, 54.99

Cors that Time Forgot is a mixture of
the weird and wacky machinery, and
its begetters, as scen through
Chapman's eyes. i begins wilh the
Alfa Arng {which we should happily
forget} and ends with ibe Zagato Z-
Eco, complete with tandem seating
and a bike ~ a true curiosily.
Chapman has & nice throw-away
styie {the Aflard Clipper: ‘One of the
ugliest British bubible cars ever, a
tiny egg-shaped canirapiion tha
coufd seat three abreast in cramped
discamfort...") though his choice

i5 & bit oéd at Himes, The Jaguar
XKSS, for example, was lost becavse
of the Jaguar fire, not because it
was weird or dive. Alsg, 1here are too
any simply boring cars like the
Daisun 120¥ coupe or the Toyota
Crown. The strangest of afi? How
aboul the Weilz X600, or the
Brewisch Mopeila. Still, the book's

a good giggle, well ilustrated with
conlemporary and current pictures
and it's well designed. The dust
facket calls it the X files of the
automobile world, an atcurate
description indead.

BROOKLANDS SPEED VIDEO
From Stanley Mann Racing, The
Frult Farm, Common Lane,
Radlett, Herts WOT 8PW,

516,50 inc p4+p

Brooklands is back — at least, it's
been recrealed twice in the last three
years at Millbrook with some famous
Brooklands racers. The famous
Broekfands bump is missing, and

the banking isn't as steep as the
Weyhridge circuit, but the participants
vhviously enjoyed themselves. A
cluster of the famous Weybridge bowt
{anatics, along with thair cars, were
organised by Sfantey Mann; see him
in his 38 Beniley, Paul Grist in his
308 Alfa and HRH Prince Michacl of
Kent, Rivers Fletcher, Jutian Ghesh,
Vaugha Williams, Keith Schellenterg

) CLASSIC 3

by b L g ke

and George Daniels in more Hentleys,
Rileys, MGs, and ather 303 racers,
including the frightening American
La Prance specizl, upstaged only by
‘Babs". Only the smelf of Castrol R is
missing.

THE GOLDEN DAYS OF SUMMER
Tony Smith, The Paint Box,

2 Bank 5t, Worcester WRE 2EW,
S6R.0D inc p+p

Tauy Smitl’s latest print The Colden
Days of Summer shoutd warm up any
Itving rooen or study. This large,
limiled edition prind (only 373)
fealures the west country beauty spot
Woolacombe Bay with a pair of
Healeys passing each other ina
country lane, All prints are sigaed by
the artisi and Roger Menadue, chief
experimental engineer at the Healey
COmpaRy.

MInN,

James Ruppert, Crowood Press,
ISBN 1 BG126 047 4, £19.95
Stmple title for a bouk abetit a simple
car. lames Ruppert has attemyited te
tell the entire story of the Mini and
has largely succeeded. From the ‘God
damn these bloady awfuf bubble cars,
We must drive them ot of the sireels
by designing a proper miniature car'
quote of Lord Stokes to the latest
incarnations of (he Cooper and
Mayfair, this hook manages te
combine a raft of technical datz and
the stories of the personalities that
shaped the Mini aver the years,

Neat louches include quotes from
various Mini ‘names’ at the start of
each chapter, including the Mirni
owner who said: ‘You can make a Mini
into anything: Emo, rally car, U-Boat,
whatever you want.' Bast is the
collection of photos of spin-offs and
protetypes from 1he awlid Maxf Min
to the wonderful ADO34 and ACVH)
congepts.

‘The Mini slory has been told many
times before, but this hook is stfl an
entertatning read and a worthy
reference guide.

Wheels 4/98  lii



TECHNlCAL Tl PS SUPPLED BY ©

Putting the
pressure on!

E have had a
nice lefter from a
navice racer who

wanled to know how he could

tell if he was gelting oil surge or
nol, Believe me, you would know
if you had this problem! Bastcally
your oil pick-np pipe woutd be
sucking on fresh air, since all
the oil in the pan woulkd be Hung
to one side by cornering, or
braking, forees,

You can haffte the sump to
stap the oil moving about and
seme people even fit hinged
trap docrs to allow the oil to

move into the area of the
pick-up, but net away from it.
if the regs allow it and you have
the cash, a dry sump can be
the answer, Here you have a
separate oil tank wilh the
pick-up at the bottom of the
tank where i can't possibly
surge away.

Another answer migh{ be
to use an accumtilator device.
This is a container which links
ta the pressure gallery, but has
a spring loaded plunger. The
plunger backs off due to oil
pressure and rides in and out
with pressure variations.
However, if you lese the oil
pressure due to oil surge, the
spring loaded plunger provides
oil under pressure as it moves
back fowards the engine.

ariil CAR CONVERSIDNS

The fimitation is the capacity
of the plunger/ cylinder but
various sizes are available -
not that many corners go on
forever, it just seems like it
sometimes.

QUIZ ANSWERS
1. Michelin X — 1953.
2. 1975 {Hobly tnser),
3. Aford P ype 1952 driver Sycey
Shord !

A, Pedor Revson,
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UM E FORREST STAG

CAR 183 - Steve SANDERSON ! Stove HUGILL

B4TENHN has received a significant amount of
pre-season preparation and this event was fo be
the cars fust outing.

Friday noise teats at Hull Docks were a long queve
affair but to bring light refief to the proceedings
most eyes were on the turbo shopping trofieys
(Dathatsu Cuore Avanz), mine were on the fwo
very nice jadies adoming the Seat Iblze teami!
Ann Watson provided the first shock of the event
80dB fhe loudest the car has ever been,
Documentation and scrutineering straight fovward
ae Steve says at least we can fl In forms, and then
away back home.

Saturday 10.55 am away from Hil off the ramp
and on to Scarhorough, Not wanting to upset any
organisers of the event but the Ume allocated to
travel from Hull to the Weaponess Service area
meant that due to heavy traffic most teame
including the Sanderson team had to make fwee
lanes of traffic on the approach to Scasborcugh on
the AB4 - not a good Idea and one which will only
create the wrong impression to the genersal public
rot to mention Mr Plod,

Quick tyre change at Weaponess intermediates all
round end off to Ofivers Mount etage 1. Fine dry
waoather was going to provide some fast imes for
the day and from the off Steve gave it alt. By the
time we crossed the fiying finish the Speedo was
showing 25mph. Back to Weaponess car park and
on with the knobhles plus more petrol, then as i
somehow wanting to tell us something the car
failed to siart. After much pushing by the service
crew the car fired into life and we set off for
Langdale.

Not wanting to suffer the same fete as had
ocowTed at service Steve kept the car running at
the approach to Langdate even though there was
a 20 mimite delay due to car 80 going off - and boy
did he go offl The LEE family were in full force
and with thelr assistance of 5,4,3,2,1 we were off
on the rough stuff. AR was going well both of us
recalling the stage especially the pasiy right/left
where car 90 wert off. Many logs fay elther side of
the approach to junction 1 though none were noted
either on the roadbook or official noficeboard.
Uphill onto junction 1 a S0 left into & downhill dip

and then an uphilt 80 left again. Just as we enfered
the first 80 left the car difted wide and the next |
fecak ks being in the riearside ditch slowing. We came
to a hatt a1 an angle in the nearside ditch sat on the
sump, only one Marshali to help and though we afl
tried without an L.8.D. {(not the illegal type!) the
nearside wheel spun and we remained in sity.

Course clogser kindly offered tha assistance we
needed and pulled us out no damage and stii ime to
go s0 fasiened bells donned helmets and ....carwont
start! Those of you who are old enough to recsl the
skefch with John Cleese and hie car in Fawity Towers
would have loved the attempts we made lo get the
car going!! Howaver it refused to fire up and so we
went O.T.L.

Thanks to our service craw Chris, Rob, Stuurt and
Jonathon who kindly rescued us from Langdale, al
the car needed was a tow start and away she went,
Cbviously the poor car i ready for a good looking at

but she ran perfectly welt ail the way home including
4 or 5 pub stops on route,

Disappointing reauit for both of us not to finish, better
fuck to Steve and Chids on the Lookout. Off now to

prepare for the Towr of Lincs.
Steve Hugill
TA RALLY
Help is still needed |}

Your club, Trackrod Motor Club, #s ninning the
Lockout stages Rally at Methoume airfield, near
York on Sunday the 26th. April,

As Chief Marshall | need your help to stalf the
airfield. Please let me know in the next waek if your
et competing, servicing or already officiating and
you want to be there,

Marshaling is the only option as spectalors e7e not
allowed on the venue,

Please help YOUR club to nin a successhat and
anjoyable event,’
Many thanks
Tim Bendlow 01937 520541



THIS WILL BE YOUR LAST MAGAZINE UNLESS YOU HAVE PAID YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEES!

TRACKROD

MOTOR CLUB
LIMITED

EWa wish 10 APPLY FOR/RENEW* Membership of Trackrod Motor Club Lid for 1998,

NAME: AGEIFUNDER 18:
NAME: (@F Joint) AGE IF UNDER 18:
ADDRESS:
TEL NO'S (Home) (Mobile)
Enclosed is 8 Cheque/Cash® for the sum of  £12.00 (Single)
£17.50 {Joint/Family)
Pleass inform us of any change in details. Thank you. * Delete as required.

Please indicate balow your experience;

Timekeopsr
S/ Sactor Start/Finish Chiell hxs
Scrutineey Noise Official Hadis Operater Radln Coord Ovganiset
(inc Sociaf)

Please read and sign the declaration befow:-

I UNDERSTAND THAT THE INFORMATION THAT I HAVE GIVEN WILL BE
STORED IN A COMPUTER DATABASE FOR THE USE OF TRACKROD MOTOR

CLUBLTD
SIGNED.....ocoooirorinnrenniranins Ferreret s cnreranns PATE....cooicnicirn e arinniiens
Please Return Completed Forms to:-  gimon Marston
Membership Secretary
20 Berkeley Avenue
v Nioioe, Leeds 138 3RH
Card Tel: 0113 248 1323 Mob- 0589 152580
Date Approved

Regizterad In England No. 1311001, R A.C. ARiflaiad No. 1230,



BOURNEMOUTH WINTER RALLY

AND WHO ARE THESE TWG SMILING FACES IN THE
YORKSHIRE EVENING POST ON THE 4TH. MARCH

Horsforth’s Rod Parkin leapt over the fence and into the hot sest for the Winter Rally, opening round of

the Mintex National Rally Championship, when he navigated for Trackrod clubmate Andrew Apperleyin a

Vaihalf Astra.

Parkin has been chairman of the championship's organising committee ANCRG for four years, as well as

being an international clerk of the course and a RAC steward, but this was his first compellive experiance

&t this level,

Their debut attracted a heathy amount of attention, not least et the prize presentation where the duo

picked up a hard aarned award for third place inthe two litre class... or should have:

*They explained that our trophy, and several others, had been taken during a social event at the hotel the

right before!” explained a dalighted but perplexed Apperley, who lives In Wakefield,

“Rod’s other cormitments prevent him from doing the whole championship but if ! can find the finance,

V'd ke to have a crack at it next year,” he added, acknowledging the support of Leeds company Proici

Office Interiors on the Boumemouth round. By Keith McGhie
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®:REVVED UP: Andrew Apperley, left, and Rod Parkin with their Astra




Special Stage 1,
Special Stage 2.
Special Stage 3,
Spacial Stage 4.
Special Stage 5,
Spacial Stage 5.
Speciat Stage 7.
Specia! Stage 8,
Special Stage .

Special Stage 10.

Special Stage 11.
Speciaf Stage 12,

Special Siage 13.
Special Siagse 14,
Speclal Stage 15.
Bpecial Stage 16,
Speciat Stage 17,

Special Stage 18.

Finished
Finished

Dyiver Name
Co Lyriver Name
Car

Mintex Winter Rally Boummaotth
PRESS RELEASE
"Yorkshire team win stolen trophy's”

Half spin in front of Harry Ramsdens, but the queus was oo
{ong to stop for fish & chips.

A steady look at this Arst time sound,

Ran out of brakes - its a hot day up to 50th overall

Overtook car 99 (Loulse Goodman). Specia) Stags 2. The rasults
show us inside the tep 50, alf gaing to plan,
Caught up & car but it would not pult overt!

Lost 20 seconds and gained a cracked windscrean.
Whocps - Had a jump start penalty on this stage plus 1 minute
and put us back down the ranking to 57th overall,

Smashed exhaust off. Took all service ime welding & back on,
but no time to change back onto tarmac tyres,

Gave a fve sommentary from inside the car to Raily FM plus
spectetors around the Pavilion Gardens.

Another interesting tarmac stage on Gravel Tyres, still losing
time though.

Rods intercom stopped working, well he had been fairly quiet
thus far, can't think why,

Intercom scrapped - Peltor on order,

Stight problem, sheered a pin on the hand brake just at the
wrang ime this meant my plarned hairpin did not oceur.
Missing my frusty hand brake, tled to perfect my left foot
technique. Pentl was right!! it works,

Very deep nuts and big holes | knocked exhaust off again,
Now back up to 3rd in class,

We Just about gat the hang of this stage by 8pm. Back on eyt
slicks the car was much quicker round past Mary Ramaden,
In the dark! 1 shoutd have asked Santa for better lamps for
Cheistmas.

Lost the exhaust again, Told us to teke it steady by
Environmental Judge of fact! Took the stage very gently and
dropped shout 25 seconds and settled for 2 class awerd plus

well inside fop 50. Just to prove they had the seeding very
wrong! (100), Please don't de it againi!if,

Ird in claes - Trophy's stolen
46th overalk

Mr Andrew Appertey
(Bomn In Castieford lives in Wakefield)

Mr Rod Parkin {Chairman of ANCRO)
Astra 16v GTE

Much nesaded Sponsor  Proici Office Interiors

For more information please do not hesitate to contact:-
Mr Andrew Apperey on 0838 544037



MULL R

Part one:

lt was in the early 70's that we first became aware
of the Island of Muf and THE RALLY and being
impressed with what we heard we decided that
along with athers from the motor ciub including at
various times Richard Ineson, Midred, Mini
Midred, Matthew, July Thompson, Vicki
Spurdens, Wolf Man, Rod Parkin, Rick Stephens,
Richard Spurdens, Steve {Mils, Rathbone and
Folden), Martin Kemp, Jack Coulthard, Ren
(McKinnon and White} and Alan Powell to make
the annual pilgrimage i early October and
experience for ourselves the unique atmosphere
of both the avent and the island, We went four
imes, the last was In *77 when along with Jack
Couithard navigating, 1 competed finishing up In
December posilion, which conaldering we did not
have any service crew or change of iyres |
considered a good restdt, After that year the urge
to revisit subsided, | let my visa lapse and
consequently although | always held fond
memories of those days on Muil | wasn't to return
for a full 20 years. It was in January of this yenr
that my thoughis hared fo our October half term
holiday which for the fast umpteen years have
been spent at my parents caravan on Anglesey
but that had been sold in '36 so pastures new
were required. The memoariee of tha Mull stil
lingered and after discusaing it with Pauline she
agreed that it would be nice to holiday there once
again 50 plans wete put inplace. It was about this
time that | mentioned it to a colleague at work
who goes around videolng rafies and when | told
Kim of the dates were going he informed me that
the Frst weokend was also the date of THE
RALLY. Impossible i told him, it is never held at
half term holiday time, | have been there four
times and it was alweys the previcus waekend,
however, when ho looked at this sporting
calendar | was made to eat my words g6 now the
idea became even more appeaiing,

{ started ringlng around for accommodation
which, considering the dates we wanted, was stif
quite plenfifl. Once of the nicer properties we
had rented before, Kintallen Farm, was siil}
avaiiabie and so despite the high rate of £300 per
week | said we would have ¥ only to be told that
Tor their period of THE RALLY they andy let i for
two week period, the ones before and afler as
most people stayed midweek to midweaek.

However they generously conceded that as was most
likely the bullding wouid not be occupied for the ful
two weeks they would only charge £450, My budget
was not set to cope with this kind of a rip-off so |
deciined their generous offer and retumed to the
holiday brochures. [ eventually camp upon what
seemed ilke a good compromise, the Gardeners
Cottage at Torosay Castis, which despite anly two
B, wa ware taking our 12 year old daughter
Hannsh and 14 year old son Stephen, had the
benefits of a shower, fully inclusive electric supply,
cpen fire and a price of only £250 per week, 5o |
bookett it.
Cetober quickly rolled around and as we had booked
to sall on the & am fenry from Oban on the 18th, we
set off ai 10.00pm the previous evening. After a
sefatively siress free journey, the only prablem was
getling slightly fost in Glasgow, we arrived at our
destination at 4 am. Ons thing | should point out for
any would be travellers to Oban js, the teitets are not
open at 4am and whilst for males His is nor problem
for females it is. After trying all around, including the
local garage who happlly took my money for petrol
but then wouldn't open his door to allow access {0 his
loo, we cafled at the local nick and they kindly allowed
Paufine and Hannah to use their tollet. They are
probably quite used o this request. We memaged a
bit of shut eye on the dock side, just enough to
revitalise us and at 7.40am the ferry docked,
undoading and loading teok place and by 8.00am we
were of aur way.
The ferry joumey at that fime of day i really
exhilasating and the sight of Mull a3 we epproached it
wasg overy bit as wonderful as we had remembered,
After disembaridng we headed for Torosay Caste to
find our accommodation and uwind before going out
to spectate at Dervag. We saslly found the Castie
which is not a Caztle in the true senge of the word but
& very large country mansion bullt in 1858 and were
escorted by the cuwner's Mother to the cottage. As
we approached it my spirits started to sink, weil
everyone but me knows photographs always fie
about but it had locked quite a nice in the shaded
black and white photocopied reproduction, Keeping
a brave face and hoplng the external shall hid a
palace | followed Mrs James through the door with
the rest of the family dragping along behind, | was
wrong again, yes it was relatively clean bt it was
dampr and musty, obviously it had been unoccupied
for & least a week and in the past of the world that is
bad news. Pauline later told me that she was
watching Hannah to see what her reaction would be
and the disguat was evident for il to see. Al excapt
me because | wasw't looking. The only saving grace
that | could see was that they provided a Jarge stock
of lags and a bit of coal for the firs sot that | knew



cnee we got the fire going then the place would
dry out quite quickly but as we were going out for
mest of the day that would have to walt. We put
on the two elactric heaters and you cotild actually
feel an improvement in the atrnosphere although
it has to be said, not in Hannah's disposition.
After unpacking and lunch we set off to Dervaig to
spectate on the infamous hafrpins. Now the road
to Salen (pronounced Sarden) Is very good,
winding bends and of A road construction but the
one from Salen to Dervaig ks superb being only
wide enough for one car, twisty and a complete
pleastre to drive especially when you are
following somecne who is golng quickly and
making sure the road in front ig clear of other
traffic so that you ean concentrate on enjoying
yourseif,

The spectating was very good and it really made
me aware of how much ! missed being involved in
the sport in one way or another the only down side
1o the whole affair was when we were walking
brack to the car, the amount of nibbish laft tying on
the ground was terrible, tin cans, pop botes,
plastic bags it was disguising to see.

Back at the coltage, Staphen, who had appointed
himself fire, chief chopped some logs and soon
had a roaring fire going. This job he kept for the
whole week taking great delight in chopping the
logs up inte useable sizes with a huge axe. 1 often
wendered just whose head he was imaging to be
en the chopping biock, With the fire going we
settled ourselves down to a quiet evening.
Stephen and Hannah both wanfed a shower and
Stephen went first only to reappear after 10
minutes complaining thet the hot waler had run
out, | thought this unusteal as we had the fire going
with & back boller and also the Immersion heater
switched on but assuming that maybe it was a
small tank we walted 30 minutes, tired the water
from the fap, found it hot and sent Hannah in to
have o shower, She was back in two minutes
complaining that there was no hot water at all,
Now this could not be and it didn't help improve
Hennah's disposition one bit, so as | know a littie
about MIRA showers | decided to investigate, first
mistake. i checked out the water flow from the
shower head and it was apparent that nothing was
coming fram fhe hot side, this would he chiid's
play to corract for a person as resourceful as
myself or s¢ { thought. | iooked for a stopcock to
turn off the water. There wasn't one but would this
minor defail stop me? No of course not, who
needs fo turn off the water when dealing with
plumbing and remember | had only 1 hours sleep
so the thought processes were not what they
shotld have been. You may well consider why

didn’t | just report the problam te the owner and
jeave it for him to sorl? Wall, as far a Hannah
was conceined the coltage had already lost most
if it's credibifity and the shawer packing in was, as
far as she was soncemad, fhe final star so | was
determined to try and make things better. Back
at the show | put a cloth over the plug hole and
with the ald of a knife, parlly unscrewed the
relaining screws and prised the contral unit
forward. Success, hot water came difbbling out
and it contained e jot of fittte black things ihat were
chviously biocking it. Thinking that | now had
sUCCess in sight and to make sure that § got rid of
ail theee Rile things | removed all the screws and
genily eased the unit further out finding that even
more hot water and black things came out.
Flushed with this success decided that as the
watter would be conltained within the shower wunit |
could rermove the unit entirely, clean it our and put
it back, second mistake, [ camied out my place
letting hardly 8 drop of water spilt anto the carpet
ficor an leaving the water gushing into the shower
tray, | duly set about cleaning the controf unit, |
had been doing that & few minutes when |
happened fo look at the shower and to my horror
water was trickiing over the tray fhreshold, |
hastily put the controt unit down, openad the
shower door and saw that the cloth } had put over
the plug hole and forgotten about was nol
stopping the water draining away. | moved it to
one side, unsuccessfully attempted to stop the
flow and slowly the water level dropped. |
mopped up the spillage with one of the towels and
set o cleaning and putting the unit back together,
This took a lot lenger than | though and when |
next looked up the bathroom foor was a lake and
water was flowing under the deor and out into the
ball. {dashed to the shower unit and saw that the
cloth had washad back over the ply hole and
blacked it again, so once more | removed it and
could only walt while the water ievel dropped
below the tray fop. As that was happening and 1
was using the rest of the fowels to mop up,
Pagyiine, with & controlied volce asked from the
other side of the door - “lan, do you know that
water i8 coming under the door and flowing into
the bedroom?" Not wanting her to sense how
panicked { was | calmiy replied “Yes, but Fve got
it under confrol”. Pauline sensibly refired to the
lounge.

Part two next monti:

fan Gumett



All you need is a car and map 100

April: July:
4th Somersat Stages A8
Teour Of Lings, 12th
4/5 Granite City 18th
10413 Cirouit Of lreland 25th
j4th  Naw. Scatter Trackrod 311
i0th  Awutotest Bingley
25126 Pirell Cartizle
26th  LOOKOUT STAGES
May:
2nd  Plains Wales
gth Manx Nationat
17th  Karling Trackrod
24th  Bloodhound Stages
Mid Wales Stages
Lion Stages
June:
47 The Scoltish
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Don’t forget next week (14th.20.00)
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NAVIGATIONAL SCATTER
Free to enter
Prize mcney
A very good right’s fun
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