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CLUB HIGHT V:oHUES

KARCH  6th wvvessnaeresssss Square and Compass, Horth Higton
13%h senssssssnsasssas Chamber of Commerce, iLDOOR LaLLY
2000 trecsanvavesaves Lammswood arms, Otley Reoad, n~del
27th eesssaresssnasss Shouider of hutton, Kirkby Overblow

sPRIL 370 eeavaensaorannes Squ:r“ and Compnhu, Horth Rl”ton
10th evessasbandscanc Rercury Motor Inn, Gjrforth
17t veaesasssvenress Orest lictely; Culton
24th veusvasnssesvses Shoulder of HMution, Kirkby Ovecrblow

Y 18t sewserssnzsenssss Square and Compzss, North kigton
8th eveersavnssaasss The Castle, Spofforth
15th sesesesossess,ss The Royal, Boston Spa, FILN SHCU
224 ..senssenenseers Treasure Hunt organised by Ron and Lindsay
LeKinnon, start at car park btehind BEJAN

Cross Gates firsking at the Lereury Y¥otor Inn
Garforth.

29th sreencercesassa. Shoulder of Iutton, Kirkby Overblow

JUE 50 vsaseesaassacsss Sauare and Compass, North Ziston
1240 seevnsnvensaeses WATERIOLGIN, afterwards Lawnswood Arms
. River Wharfe ut Otley, orgunised by Steve
o Smith. .
19th.a.-{ootcoiooo-o- LADIES AUTOTEST, Crest Lotel
2Tth sesvasnciesssso. Shoulder of Rutton, Kirkby Overblow

The Social Committes would like to say a very big thank you to the Shoulder of Mutton
Crect Kotel, Shell, Kon MeKinnon {Bowater Scott), Frank Stuart-Brown and any others
who donated prizes for the Dinner Dance raffle. The money raiscd will go forward to
purchese a stock of sweat shirts to sell to members.

The next raffle to be held is in aid of CONLS for use at autotests etc. We will be
raffling a bottle of Whisky so get your monsy out and buy some tickets. GClaire and
Jayne will be sekling them.

Ve arec also I*opz.nb to hold a big raffle later in the year so anyone whe nows shere
or who we can g2t some super prizes from zee Rod Parkln.

FILIL SHCWS. WOULD EVLBYONE PLUASE NOTE THAT nDaISSICN TC FILL SROVS IS 10p FOR
LENMBERS AND 50p FOR N“N-MENEEBS. aT THE HELT FI.IT SECY CLUR CAIDS LKE TO EZ SLOUNILL

nnyone 1ntercsted in belplng tc organise th& naternobgln Please zec any Social
Committce member or STEVL SMITH.

If the Haternoggin is not your scene how about the Sportonoggin enyonc intorested in
organising this please contact any Social Committeoe member or DESEK LEE.

TREaSURE HUNTS  This year we are baving 3 tireasure hunts in the form of a lcaguc .nd
the feam who get the most points after the 3 win a special prize. There will also

be prizes for each round. Eniry fe.s for those will be &1 per car with 2 people in
and 25p per person over 2. Start for treasure huts will be betwoeen 6.30 and 7.30 p.m.

SOCILL COMMITTEE Claiw, Dionne, Jayne, Julie and Vicky.
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~ Tyreservices Dukeries Rally BTRDA

- Burgess Bowl:- Glossop Maps 110 (S5} 118, 119

- Roskirk Rally:= South Shore Maps 97, 102

- Trackred MC PCT CJ Crganiser Ronnie Moore

~ Dunfab Danum Rally: Lindholme MC  Mops 111, 106

- lakeland Stages Rally BTRDA =~ -

- Trockrod MC Autotest Restricted Organiser Brian Wainwright

- Shelisport Costo Di Plenti Raily.
TRACKROD'S ALL HELP GREATLY RECEIVED.

= Car Care Centre Autotest = Round 1 of ANCC Chgmpionship also
BTRDA. See notice board or Richard Ineson,

= Plains Rally: BTRDA B —

- Raylor Rally: York MC  Trackrod will be running o stage.

- Ribble Rally:  Spring Hill . Map 97, 98, 102 and 103

- Marlboro Moonraker Rally  Motoring News

- Moonraker Rally: North Humberside MC : Shell League

- Slaithwaite MC  Shell League Autotest (NEW DATE)

- Ridings Rolly: Trackrod invited club, Marshalls will be wanted.

- South West Stages Rally - BTRDA

= Avutotest Trackrod Restricted :

- Barratt Cak :  Woolpack Otley Maps 98 (E) 99, 104

- Trackrod MC PCT CJ

- Weatherill Centurion Rally BTRDA -

Trackrod/POAC:  Lookout Novices Rally Maps 100, 104, 105

EDITCRIAL

Welcome reacers to the 101st edition of Trackrod, and this matth brings a new plec fo memoers
: {apart from more copy). If you have photo's of yourselfs in rally cors or autotesting etc,
Sorry holiday snaps wen’t do | , and you want them in the newsletter efther on the cover, or
inside, then please contact me, as I'm sure we're oll sick of Ari Vatenan and Reger Clark
hogging the cover of our venerable monthly chronicle.

NOTE: ALL articles fo be in by the last Tuesday of each month, or else if not, they just
will NOT go in

By order of
Editorial Staff



Indoor Rally 4th Round

Well what o surprise with the Championship so close, only the Chamnionchip set off with
4 crews for the 4th Round. Ronny Moore won this round so he's ci.sing the gep on the
on the other crews. My thanks to Jack Coulthard for organising thiz rourd, (Must have
heard it was going to be a hard one} Tony Longstaff is organising the Next round .

Shellsport League 1979

As they say, due fo circumstances beyond our control, i.e. the weciher - the Tst round
of this year's competition had to be postponed until the 25th March 1977, ~ Venue is

still Harfshead Moor ot approximately 10.30.

Second point Is the date for Round 3, the "Moonraker" road rully, which hos been changed
to 21/22nd April, o _ | .

Richard Ineson
Team Captain

A.N,C,C. Autotest Championshio

Just a brief note to let you know that this new championship is due to get under way on the
st April, and by the time you read this the regs. cnd registrction forms should be available

from the ciub notice board or from either of us.

Basically, the championship will consist of 12 events with the best 8 scores counting towards
the championship. .

- Furthermora, sponsorship for the Championship has been cbtained from the Yorkshire Bank
who are to donate @ new award, "The Yorkshire Bank Trophy" togather with cash awards and
and frophies for down to 3rd place. Scoring has been designed not to favaur one particular
class and we erpact to see many of you partaking throughout the coming season.

Richard Ineson
Howard White

Mintex Rally

| would just like to say thank-you to all those people who turned out to Marshal on the
Mintex Rally on our stage, and a fine job you all did too, and and made the stage run so
smoothly in such difficult conditions, Thank you all for turning out -

Chief Marshal
Ronnie Moore



FROM THE HOT SEAT

vpefore I forget - 16th March, De Lacy's clubhouse at 8 p.m.
105/483259 =~ Trackrod Team jin The Shell Sport Quiz
come along for a great night's entertainment. Bar!i"

Following last months article on making navigational zistakes, and the Editors plea
for a bit more material, I have been persuaded to write a regular cclumn on rally
navigation, the "Rally Scene", who made the most mistakes on the last Rally, how
to convinwe your driver in under two seconds that 1T uc doesn't slow down for the
ninety-left he is approaching while still flat in tep, then this time gg_will be
the one to pull it out of the ditch etc. etoc.

So, anything to report from the last month? Not wurh, owing to snow and lce making
everything rather difficult, I didn't do Selby's "ihrze swans", but I did go out

on the Beverley "Night Out" in Humberside on 10th/llii Febxuary = sitting beside

Mick Watkins in the Rockwood Garage Mexico. We had = good run {(apart from countless —
overshoots on the icel). One thing 4id crop up whicn might be worth detalling.

I thought most people understood the three-quarter rale by now, but cone expert
navigator, who certainly should know hetter, made up Loo mach time at a relaxed
control, and collected his due fails. Admittedly, the rule tends to fluctuate from
time to time; but I shall try and clarify what the situation is now.

rRight, here we go - rules about making up time, raliying, one, for the use of. No
time can be gained in a neutral gsection. You can pull back time on a competitive
section {(but unlikely), or'on a relaxed section. On sections up to and ineluding
4 miles (which is equivalent to 8 minutes, remember) you can take back as much time
as you can. Got it so far? Good, because now it starts toget complicated. On
sections longer than 4 miles/ 8 minutes you will get penalized for making up too
much time. ©On sections of ¢, 10 and il minutes duration, you can take back 3
minutes and no more. On sections of 12 minutes, or more, the three-cuater rule
comes into play. Now three-—quarters of 12 = 9, right? Difference between 9 and
12 = 3; so that is the time you are allowed to re;j=in. Remembering that road
rallying works to whole minutes, any difference groaler than 3, but less than 4,
still restricts you to regaining only 3 minutes. Lwi, when you reach a section

16 minutes in duration, ahll -~ three-quarters of i6 = 12, difference between
16 and 12 = 4; 80 now you can make up 4 winutes ‘n that section.

To recap then: Sections of 4 miles / 8 minutes, or less, take back as much as you
want; 9-15 minutes, pull back maximm of 3 minutes; 16-19 = 4 ninutes,
20-23 = 5 minutes etc.

If you are still confused, read it again - then come and huy me a pint and 1'11
explain.

1f in Joubt take back only 3 minputes and you will L..ain innocent and unfailed.



SANDTRIKEKIR
SIX=vHEOL-DEIVS LAND ROVER

By ¢. C. Daker

Purchased for £220, a short wheelbase Land hLover was converted to long chazsis and
two extra driven wheels added. It then served as transpori for fouxr from ths

Midlands through Cairo io South Africa.

Three of us (Tony, Roy and myself) were looking for a vehicle to undertake the
14,000 mile overland journey to South Africa. as we were short of money ond coulll
not hope to afford a new Land Rover, we eptimistically attended the army disposal
auction at Ruddington in the hope of finding a cheap second hand one. It was the
very last lol of the day und we were beginning to lose heart. We had only £220 und
even the old series 1 Land Rovers were fetching £300. Thke hammer fell at just £220
1t was our bid the last of our money and we had bought it 'unseen'.

The.first view of Lot 360 was not reassuring: = battered, clutchless, two~wheel-drive
Land Rover, standing up to its axles in mud in a corner of the field. It had been
used by the army as a fraining vebicle and L-plates were still painted on the front

and back.

It fock six months to rebuild cnd then it was to all intents and purposes a
conventional 1965 88 in. Land Rover station wagon which we proudly took fer its
first trials in tke Scottish snow. It was on this holiday thot the complication
aroses we recruited another crew member, Groham was certainly soing to be an asset
to the eupedition but now our 88 in. station wagon was not going to be Jig enough
to carry all four people and their lugguge, together with the extra wator and fuel
tanks which we anticiputed would be Neccassary.

Tho obvious sclution would have been a 109 in. model but Tinancially this was out of
the question. o treiler scemed to e a possible answer until womeone, in jest,
suggested lengthening our own chussis znd proiuing ul the extension with =n extra
axle. e looked at each other, waiting for someone to laugh. Necbody did. The
Sandtrekker idez was born.

we made drawings and submitted the idoes in principle to Kover's engineers. They
- were discouraging and pointed out the problems of tyre scrub at the four back

wheels and unmunageable steering. The unit wmould be grossly underpewered and &
real danger existed in using an unstressed chussis. In fact they strongiy recormen—
ded that we forget the idea and start saving for a resl long chassis Land Hover.
With the sublime self-confidence of ignorunce we decided to sturt work at once. Our
self-imposed time allocation was s¢ short thzt evory day was going to be needed.

The rear body was removed and the chagsis lengthened by cutting 2 short sectien out
of the rear end of the frame and replacing it with a similar but longer section. The
original Land Rover strength. and stability were rsstored by the addition of various
8¥iffening members and crossbraces. To sliminate some of the buffeting the new roar
suspension would inevitably rcceive,a system was designed on basic close-cuupled

axle principles whereby the two leaf springs were connected by a bzll cranked laver,
in & way which meant that only balf the wheel movement was transferred to the body.

The new body was constructed by cutting the buck ond from our station wagon and the
front end from a scrap body. The two holves were riveted together. Now uwe really
had room to sprcad ourselves: 84 in. of it compured with oniy 43 in. in our criginel
little Land Rover. To give proteotion against the tropical sun we srrayed the panelas
white. The tropical roof was Daytona red, testifying to our simple faith in tho
efficicney of the RAF's dssort rescus service. The matt black bonnot was porhaps

& mistake - bhut it looked gocd!



SANDTREKKER Continved ......

Five weeks ofter we had started we woro able to drive our six-whee! Lund=-Rover into the
Rover factory at Solithull, once more to seek the advice of the experts; once more our com-
placency was sadly bruised. After the rip round the test frack, amid much shaking of

heads the doubt we expressed about the braking and steering . They also considered that

the front-wheel drive operating as it did only on the front and middle wheels would produce
tnsuffiecient traction for a vehicle of Sandirekker's size working in sevare conditions.

They suggested that we forget the whole thing but added that if we wished fo proceed with our
ridiculous idea then we could have te use of one of Rover's fully equipped worksheps and any

assistance they could offer. We were speechless &

in Cornwall that summer, o dramatic six whoe! skid underlined their warings that the springing
and breaking systems were whooly inadequate. As theseare highly specialised fieldd and we
have neither the necessary knowledge nor sufficient capital to solve these problems satisfac
orily ourselves, we approached the leading manufactureas for help. -

Bamber engineering to our springing problems with fremendous enthusiasm and even went so
far as to send one of thelr technical advisors all the way from South Walss to discuss the
problem. As a rasult of this meeting Bramber engineering produced a set of springs that
suited our conditions oxactly and with stood every shock of the fourteen thousand mile
journey. Our breaking problams were offeiclently solved by Girling who studled our part-
icular conditions as though we were a large firm contemplating big order. Thsy even loaned
us a technician for a few days to insiall of thair fittings to thoir own high standards. These
included g Clayton dew and sarvo unit which ewe managed to install in the engine compart=
ment only with great difficulty, ofter the installotion of the Girling/Clayton dewandre
system Sandirekkar could stop on a sixpence. To combat lacic of fraction an idea emerged
for powering the reor axle . The Land~Rover tronster box consists basically of a chain

of three cluster gects, the last of which provideds power by means of a selector to either
the rear or front and road axles. It was our pian fo infroduce a fourth gear into the power
chain which would drive a further prop shaft.

So back to the drawing board and eventully a design was praduced which worked in theor) )
Parts were inside (in the most unlikely places) and essembled with our existing gear box.

Now a power line was required to transfer the power from the gear box to the third axle,
it would have to pass over the centre axle and bolt to the rear differential and have
enough spline movement to atlow both axles to be any stage of change between full bump
and full rebound. With increasing effrontery we approached the exports . Hardy-Spicer
who readily provided us with tli0 answer in the form of three shafts, the middle one being
fixed to the centre axle casing and moving up and down with it. The angles of operation
were far in excess of what Hardy~Spicer racommend but we had 5o many unfried systems
already (including the crew) that we accepted the risk

COMTINUED NEXT MONTH



The Seven Dales Rally

Onl6/17 December De Lacy MC promoted their restri~ted rally,

"The Seven Dales". Although with the weather haviny a VErY def-
inite say in the proceedinss "The Christmas Show on Ice may have
been more appropriate.

The Event was sponsered by Crest Hotels Europe who also provided

start and finish facilities at the Hull Crest. The event took nlace
on maps 136 and 100. Five crews were flying the Trackrod colours,
first of these were 1n the e perts belns Tom Whittaker and

Vince Fletbher at No 24, Tom out on hils first event in Morley Waste
Traders’ Twin Cam. At No %5 were “ohn Stephenson and John Bownaisi

in the 1600 Mexico followed by Howard Thompson and Bob Chapman in

the Avenger 1500 running at 43. First Trackrod novice at No 58, also
on his first event was Mark Adamson partnered by Charlie Palmer in a
Mimi Cooper and the final crew Mr and Mprs Howell at No 7L in the Mini
1275.

Pete Smith anl Jeremy Mathews in the Opel Kadette led th cars oft to
the North West where competitive motoring started Rast of South Cave
two comnetitive sections looping round South and North Cave to the
start ©f selective 1.This was a 17 minute thrash No th wards,fin-~
ishing just outside Holme On Spalding Moor.Most top crews bheat the
bogey time,Thiz was followed by selective g, which was a yellow
running  round the airfield, south of Holme Upon Spal-?ing Moor.

By now road conditions were extremely 51lippy to say the least and thi:
section was to prove to be the end of the rally for John Stephenson
and John Bownass. John who was already reconsi-iering re-shelling hig
Mexico after this event had the plans made more definite when the car
went straight on at a 90 left the car having a fight with a lump of
concrete on the way, The contest was -declared a draw, hoth car and
concrete finishing in the bottom of a Aithh. Mark Adamson and
Charlie Palmer were also having their problems, alter having an "orr"
they managed to reposition a shocker mounting, only to suffer the
dreaded "Electrical Problems™. However, they struggled on to half-
way with a some what erratic haniling mini but -jecided to retire.

The rally headed North for those cars still on the road, with the
final selective being run between Stamford Briidre and Castle Howard.
The last two Targe sections were also at Castle Howard before a hailf
way at Malton. The most notable thing about the first half was the
slack tlming with crews havinr to wait anything up to two minutes at
competitive controids.

The start of the secend half brought thoughts of 0.T.L. to many crews.
On paper it lcwked like a voad race with a string of 21 Tarra sectior.
in a row and nct one neutral in the whole of the second half. Again
slack timing ruled out any fears of 9.7.L. The cars headed South, and
for home using Millington Pastures uphill,that being the last dir-
ficult section as the cars -oved onto the flat and boring roads of
manp 106,



N

For most crews the order of the day was not to go fast but to finlsh,
and the Hull Crest was a welcome sight. Pete Smith showed every-
body how to adapt to the conditions by bringlng his Onel home 1in
first place. A magnificent run by Howard Thompson and Bob Chapman
was rewarded by an 1lth overall and llth in class. Trackrod's

other two finishers were Tom Whittaker and Vince Fletcher who came
17¢th overall and 16th 4n class. and the Howells who unfortunately
picked up fails on the last four controlz which spoilt a very good
»un and put them down to 49th overall and l4th in class.

Apart from the ice and slack timing whilch was frustrating, it was a
very well organized event, and De Lacy managed to have every control
manned which deserved zpplause for both the organising club and the
marshals who braved the sub-zero temperatures.

Vince Fletcher

e e e P e

A Foolish Folly

T Twas on a Monday night
When I had my biggest fright.
After a night on the beer
I was [eeling most gueer.
Whilst travelling to a place called Fuaby
I was to do a boohy.
My mind no'soccclear
due to the beer.
I drove up the pavement and through a wall
Through the haze T could recall: -
The dreaded sound of the Huby fed
"Oh damn him, he should be in bhed!"

With "Hello, hello, hello, what have we hewe
& lad with no sense,

Committing an offence

By driving up a rall and throuph a fence.

By now the bag was out

"Onh damn!" I could not shout

‘With the thing stuffed in my mouth

I huffed and huffed

"Oh go get stuffed!™

F.B.

¥ % * * * TRACKROD END S,*% ¥ % % *



