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FUTUT BUEFTS

Ath Janvary - Noggin ~ Square and Compass, North Rigton.
9th January -, C/3 Autotest - Details from Steve Mills,
1Llth danuary - Noggin - Fox and ¥rapes, York Road (105/400396).
15/16%1 January - Riponien Rally - ANCC Raund one.
Tbth Jiooary - Alwoodley M.C, C/J Aubotests,
18th oanuary - Indoor Hally Championship - Round 4 - Duke of
‘ , Wellington, East Keswick. Iap 111.
23rd Jafory = David Brown MSC. Special Stage Practice Day -

7T~ Nostell Priory, Wakefield.
25th Jonnary - Noggin - Shoulder of Mutton, Kirby Overblow.

2G/50% . Fevpary - Selby DMC. Three Swans Rally., Hovice event, Map 106,

st Fouruary - Hoggin"~ Square and Compass, North Rigton.

gth Y. cary - Moggin - Wharfedale, Arthington (104/258449).

12/13h February - South Shore M.C. - Restricted Rally (98,102, 103).

15th rchruary - Indoor Rally Chamoionship ~ Bound 5 - Duke of

\ Wellington, Bast Keswick (104/362442).

ZZQd L@oruary - Moggin -~ Shoulder of Matton, Kirby Cverblow,

24/ 26 1 Pebruary - De lacy MC - Mintex International Rally, Harrogate.
We will be running a stage - contact Martin Kemp for
details.

1st Mavch - Foggin -~ Sguare and Compass.

CHATRF. :S CHAT

1. was very plsasing to see so many of you at our EGM at the end of
Novemb:r when after some most interesting discussion, it was wanimously
agreed Lhat the club should become Trackred Motor Club LIMITED, Since that
evening wour committee have prepared the articles of the company and these
are ncv in the hands of our captive solicitor Tony Simpson for processing.
We wi:! keep you informed as things progress,

This further step in the history of the club was quickly followed
by the RAC Pally, of which more elsewhere, and then our last chance to gain
glory ‘n this years Shell leafue competition.

Foivil fhumberside's Moonraker Rally was the event and again you will
read v~ 2 cisevhere about it. Only five crews entered (and so they were our
tean) ~ni they all rose to the occasion magnificently. Our overall second
in Loz _:ugue is a tribute to every club member who has competed for us this
yvear &ud with a bit more Juck on our side on one or two occasions, I feel
that o could have won it!

Vatch out -Tlkley, we will be back next year, even more determined!

i are also the proud owners of the ex-Shellaport caravan. Several
clubs vanted it and so it was a name in the hat job at the end ®f the
Mornracer, Tony Holden, the area Shellsporit boss picked Sue Breadbelt te
make i+ draw, and Sue did the right and proper thing by picking ocur name
out! Although Tlkley took the league award it was certainly Trackrod's
morni: = wich an event win for Steve Rathbone and Frank Stuart Brown, our
team Lsing the event leaders, and the caravan as well, Very satisfying!



Looking ehead, Humherside Motor Sport Greup member clubs are
organising two novice rallies in the near future, one by Selby and District
and 29th/30th January, and one by Wskefield on 5th/fth sarch. These should be
very good for you newer competitors, and well worth having s go at.

Gur Dinner Dance and Awards presentation evening is fast approaching
on Zth February and tickets are available from any committee member at £4.50.
Sadly inflation hits at everything these days, but it will be a very good
evenir~. We hove very much t0 see you there., And remembeyr, the Post House
offmiv a2 50% redyction on the cdst of a room for the night to anyone attending
a2 function. Its a goud way to drink without driving! Think en't,

JHE,

1976. LOVRAAD RAC RALLY

You may have noticed that mnother RAC Rally has come and gone, and the man
who tas been showing pecnle the way home for a long, long time has done it
again! Stand up and be counted, all you people who said "Albert” was finished,
if you darel! = . : -

We had a tremendous turnout on our stzge again and it ran very well.
Tt was not trouble free as mehy of you probably know. Our telephones were
out of achbion early in the evening due to sheep rating through the wiresl! ‘but
that was repaired before the stage opened. Our fancy, all singing and
dancirg, luminous Qigital start watch stopped for a while (again! thats two
years out of the last three), and our backup system had tb e brought into
action, but very few people even noticed. Then towards the end we had a car
missing which had rolled down a bankside. In fact, he couldn't have pitked a
better nlace because both the stage doctor and our recovery land-rover were
on thet very comern., The stage was stopped and as both crew members were
unhurt, the car was put back on its wheels, hauled oubt of its hole and back
orrte the wiage. The rear screen was out, the roof a bit squashed and the
wings somevhat warped (but 3 few quick heaves sorted that) and so off they
- went, ard they finished the-rally! They were next to last in the main event
but the fmet that they finished at all is due in part fo you people who were
on thit pasrticular corner, You did 2 tremendous job, The stage was in.
operavron again after a nine minute stoppage with ne further incidenbs.

Tn all of you who were on the stage in whatever capacity, thank you
very much for everything you did. The stage was operated in the way that
people expect Trackrod stages to be run, and that is as good as anyone else,
and wuven better thap mostl! "

i anvone who was on the stage has not yet received their BAC badges
and burs, please contact ‘lod Parkin at our next clubnight. There are only a
few left and we can't gusrantse any further supplies,

For your interest the ton stage times were as follows:
Airikkala - 4.45; Pond - 4.47; Alen - b4e4B; Blomgvist -~ 4.49; Drummond - 4.52.
o} ‘.. !

»

. ‘The Stage Organisers
v )




1976 LOMBATD RAC RALLY

For the SPY 44 team, the 197¢ RAC began on Sunday, 19th September, when
the yumps of Downholme Moor proved too much for a side plate on the gearbox
and the diff failed, &after towing the Porsche back to Otley, it was decided
to do a thorough rebuiid on SPFY, to get it £it for the BAC. The car was then
taken off the road, and 4id not turn a wheel under its own power until 21st
Fovember, However, in the meantime the BAC had presented us with & real
slammer, by accepting our eniry, not for the main event, but for the Clubman's
sectioni TFow, modesty where modestys due, but this wasg ridiculous. Class
wins at intemational and national level, first, second and third in restricted
everts and plenty of other experience, should have seen us in the main event,
around the 110 number mark! Bubt no, and all the protestations were for naught,
The likely lads at Belgrave Square stuck their heads firmly in the sand, and
that was that., We went to scrutinesring in Bath in the hope that ninetéen bods
would non-start (we were no. 219}, However, about twenty other clubmen alsc
turned up with the same end in view, In fact, the lsst one in was no, 211, the
Group 1 Lada of Mike Stuart, from Huddersfield. He was overnight reserve, and
when Peter Ripley failed to put his Datsun irto Perc Ferme, Stuart was in the
main event. Peter was allowed to tag on to the back of the Cilubmans section,
because the fault was not all his. I watched nearly all the ecars through
serutineering, and the most thorough check was done by the GPO on the radio
frequencies in use! Both the Opels and the Fiats were in trouble, 92 of the
entrants were foreign cars, and some of them would have been thrown out of =
Treasure Hunt. Tatty is just not the word., Quite = few of the later numbers
in the home brewed contingent wers as bad, And here we were, with a
beautifully prepeared Porsche all geared up to go, and we vere reserves!
Sickening! Anyway, after some discussion, we decided to have a real go at the
Clubmans and departed to the fleshpots of Bath to drown our sorrows. The tean
stayed at the Hotel called Georges, run by n Greek Cypriot, and we can
thoroughly recommend them, if you're ever in Bath, Iost helpful, as indeed,
was everyone in the city, We didn't even get booked for double parking on
double yellow lines at the cntrance to the police garagel

We followed the rally via the press office bulletins which were very good,
2hd very up to date., The Besufort Hotel was =2 good place for meeting people,
and bending their ear! We wers chatting to the wan from the Financial Times
at one poirnt! Hovever, on Sunday afternoon, we went back to scrutineering, and
got our stsrt card completed. (Ho noise check, thst had packed up when it began
to rain on Friday)., 115 cars restarted after the first loop, so we were due
to start no. 123, zslthough retaining 219 as our rally rumber, Honday morning
dawned wet <nd cold, the rain easing a bit as we lined up for the start., At
the start, wo were given our time cards and a bulletin, both of which we should
have had more time to study, I feel, However, we were off =zt last, toc the
stage 2t Yingswood Warren which we knew from the Bath Festival, We had noted
on the way that the target timing on the time cards was all at 30 aversge,
although the roadbook had both 30 and A0 averages., The regs said that time
could e mede up, subject to the 75% rule. The Bullebtin we had beer given that
morning said it couldn't. A bit confusing, but from provious experience of
target timing, I thought T had it sorted out.

S5 40, Kingswood Warren, was wet, muddy and rutted! The Porsche was
bouncing along on the sympguard most of the way, Loosing steering and traction,
Host of the southwest stages we lnew to be soft, and therefore casily rutted,
Hot very encouraging as Escorts can #ly over ruts, and there were 2 couple of
fast Escorts in the Clubmans, We pressed on, in the hesvy rain and slow '
traffic, but the next stage was cancelled due to the weather they said, We
heard that Arikels had passed two official cars on this stage, however, so
perhaps that hsd a bearing on events, Uext was Weatherbury, then into a very
wel service point in Dorchester, where an »il leak was fixed by our long
suffering crev.
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Then Uricket 3t. Thomas, 2 short slippery tarmac stage, where it stopped
raining.  tanchtime now, just a sandwich =nd coffee, no time for anything elss,
and we nad done three stages in 31 hours! UWiscombe Psrk next, down the
hilleimb uid up 3 rough track 2 lot of mud on the tarmac from the sideways
antice of the fast lads. Down to Exeter next, for three gocd forest s»ages
close btognrriwr., Much firmer these, better all round, tut our last stages in
daylight. L1t was now 3.3C p.m., so the pace was now hotting up fte five stages
in 2% hours! A long drag to Porlock meant we were without our service crew
for ga:#e s vhile., On the way we tested our lighis, which needed adjusting,
and LIvw i haldz bulb, which was a ruisance., We set the Llights by eye
before Poriwck, bubt we needn't have bothered, cause as soon as we set off,
they womt ol So we only had hesds, for a reﬂl winding, narrow, twisting
firss «ectim and a fast, open finish. We passed s Triumph 2000 on this one!

thiabl~ o spob what was wrong and with no service until after two more

foresi.:, we bad to press on, a8 time was short, However, on Croydon Hill, we
_yumpes hare. and Ulet there be light"! A1l four spots came on and steyed on!
We pase~d Tiggy T Frompsor here, with a blown engine, and Mike Stuart, with a
wheel -7 :1ir Lade! Morkham Wood, S8S 51, then & reunion with the service crew
and an to li-aton, for one whole hours halt! Eood and drink here, but the
Aange’ Wover had a flat, it was raining, =nd the veguensss of the timing was
begincing "n worry me. However, we had a nice long motorway run up to Cryehanm
next =n W= Took time for a good service, sorted out the lights, and the
halde. =n¢ vt off feeling much better. Richard slent for a couple of hours,
whil.. we ~hngged on through the rain,

L= 3 Loh stages were the meat ~f the whols event. Most had been used
on the uelirl, of course, and we hoved for greau things on this section., Sure
enoughj thi: stages were hard and true, and Hichard got his welly down. A& bit

of riet v~ {loating abtout, and some icy patches studsded the higher stages. We
passed nthcr cars on these stazges, and went off to the service area before
the cortira®. But our crew hadn't ceught up yet, so we went to book in. Only

to fi27 a wrrice oo display in the Abernant Inke hobel saying we h2d been
penalicad L1 minutes for booking in early at Exeter! As had 2 long list of
other veon..! L was sure this was 2 mistake or the organisers part, and
quoted chipterr srd verse to prove it. Wo point in arguing at the control
thougr. we ~ould sort it out back 2t Bath,

Mt Hweh svages one and two were successfully"traversed, but on SS %6
we wele jul? catehing vo an Escort and another car, when the motor cut. dJust
wenl Iat. It would tun, bubt not aceelernte! Just ss if the choke was out 211
the trae, e trailed the Escort to the stoge finish, where we checked the
Porsciw ovre, Conldn't flnd 2 thing vrong. So we sent = message to our
service ¢73% who should have been at Devils Bridge, and set off. honefully to
get Tiove wnrselves,

T.ow s 25 miles, and the first 15 were over the Abergwesyn-Tregaron
mounit=’n .uiG, s0 beloved of road events in Wales, cause nobody lives on it!
Great ~lrnc fo be at midrndght with a gick motor, At the Tregiron PC we saw
Marku Sler © Fiad, oub with gesrbox trouble. We msde it teo Devils Bridge and
our inds intl on the car to fiz it., But twas not to be and we zan oub of
time. A _reat shams, very depressing. Still wnable to find the fault, we
towed che forsche back o Brth, which took five hours, in pouring rain, Bven
ther, the *%th vas elusive, but was treced evertually to a circlip having
fallen out of the wmixture sensor, resulting in 3 very over-rich mixture. o
amour . of r uparaulon would have prevented this. At leest we could drive
the i17.:achn home, “he dreaded tew rope would not ke needed. )

S that was our RGP Fob a good wey to end the scason, Still, it's all
experience, omd I far one lesrnt a Lot, | Bebiter luck next time!
Steve Lloyd



SHELLSDO il LEAGUE 1976

Perhaps the word has spread bub for the benefilt of those who don't know we
finisled ?nd in the 1976 series behind Ilkley. The.final event, the North
Humbereide MC Moonraker rally for which we had five entries, thus avoiding the
problen of team selertion!|

Our team comprised Steve R athbone/Trank Stuard Brown, Dave Lavton/Steve
Hazeldine, Bob ChapmMA/John R1chardson, Elvin Garnett/Steve Mills and Ian Brown/
Wick Lruchars., 411 did very well in the rather icy conditinns and scored
suffzcwsnt points to oust Inrk from that 2nd spot by 45 points. Individual
scores nre not to hand at the time of writing but suffice to ssy thst 3 cars
in the virst five is b ... ¥ good by anybody's standards, these plus the
21st o/+ of BElvin/Steve and the 18th n/a of Tan/Wick turned the results into =
teanfensi for Trackrod, netting us £10 for winning this individual event.
Congretulations to. Steve/?r snk on their lst o/a, Bob/John 4th and Davld/Stevs
5th.

I sught perhaps to remingd -you that for being 2nd we netted a tidy £50.00
plus the greenbacks for our performances on individual events amounting to
£4D 00. Very well done all those who have entered for Trackrod but wouldn‘t
it have been nice if we had collected the £120 that Iikley picked upll - Ah well -
next year mugt be our year, I trust yrur support will again be forthcoming when
the entries are required.

Richard Ineson
Team Captain

New Members

Ve eytend a warm welcome to the following new members and hope to see them
taking part both socislly and competitively in the coming year,

Alan Lovkin, (larkspesd, Orossgates!)
dichari Browm, Wakefisld,

Mike Weodale, York.

Paul Tayler, leeds.

Martyn “mynerd, Leeds.

Sharor ‘fmson, Kh°1esb701gh.

Steven Grant, Tudsey.

Alex J-ckgon (welcome back) Seareroft.
Peter Bngley, Harrngats.

Arn Cowling, Horsforth.

Fhilip “ann, Bradford.

Stanles Falmer, Bradford.

Keith f'nr Bradford.

Steve Holden wishes tn remind you that your membership subscriviions are
NOW DUIE.  Subs must be paid promptly, in order to comply with the provisions
of our nevw status as a limited company. Anyway, you'll need those membership
cards for events, won't you? Pay up and look big., Total membership at the
31st December, 1976 was 270, Lets aim for 400 by the end of '77. Its your
club., Zou can do it,

Ann whiie on the subject, guard those membershiv cards a it more carefully
this year., TReplacements will cost you 25p eachf So put them in a safe place,
like in vour RAC licerce cover, so you don't have to vay. 0.%.? You have been
warned.



ICE DJIVING ON THE MOON.taKFR

Trackrod crews: 7 Steve Rathbone/TFrank Stuart Brown Magrum
12 Dave lawion/Steve Hazeldene Mexico
19 Bob Chapman/John Richardson Hexico
43 Elvin Garnett/Steve i4ills Mini
45 Tan Brovn/ Nick ILeuchars Viva GT

"Ferth Famberside M0s Moonraker was the last round in the Shell League and
Trackrod's last chance of glory. Only five crews entered so the Shell league
team selnction did not csuse Richard Ineson any headaches, Steve and Frank were

“out for victery, as was Dave Lawbon. Blvin and Steve were getting back into the
swing ¢f things after a fairly long lay off until Mull this year. Ian and Nick
were 2 nuv wartnership, both being fairly new members, Ian more used to Wales and
Hick tn Deroyshire.

; Signirg on was difficult as it was conducted in & filling station cash booth-
very cramned  The start was at the larry park in the fnlabty ares of Hull; very

dark and mysterious. The local hostelry lnoked warm and inviting, and much

discussion sbout the exvected weather conditions did nothing at all tr calm me,

A fairly long run out ftonk us to the first selective - John was still
plotting as several erroneous map refersnces had wasted us and everybody else
a lot of time. The first selective had been ecancelled because of heavy loecal
traffic, nud a regularity run hed been substituted - it is very difficult keeping
a rally car Yown %o a slow speed when one is tweeked up and ready to go. The
next selzcitive showed what the conditions for the rest of the night were tn be -
sheet ire, in fact all the selectives in the first half were like this, To an
inexpecienved driver like myselif, conditions were wery frightening. T scon
learned tha™ vart of the secret is to be smooth, not jerky and ragged. We alsn
heard that Dor. Shipp had zdvised the best way to corner quickly on zie was fo
bounce off tie outside bend! Himal

Thus the first half was incident packed for us -~ several spins, overshoeots
and going un banks. Despite all this, after onc selective which we had done in
5129 wo were rather disheartened to hesr that the car in front of us had only
needed 2:12 sscs, I later transpired that this crew were second at half way,
before Jdrovning out with eletrical protlems. Steve ard Frank had had an action
packed fivst half, as had Dave, who had to change an alternator between
selectives

The second half was all TCs and yesther conditions were gendrally better,
althowsh choere was some fog about, The ice was patchy, that is on sharp bends
at the nd of long fast streights. Very interesting,

The [lki=y team were hwving problems, Alsn Powell/Don Muff (Tate of Leeds)
had vavious mechanical bothers and Stan Peel/J. Howlings had bent a wing on the
always immccuiate 88 2000, Meanwhile Morman Millington had sp nt some time in
a ditch, vntil enough spectators had been rounded up to 1ift then out,

John's vast knowledge of the roads in this ares did a lot to help us put
un some good times as well as prevent us from wrong slotting, #¢ hanpened to
lawion Bazeldine, 4lso John's vast knowledge of rellying ensured that we wmade
up as much time in relaxeds as we could, thus preventing us from going OIL near
the end, 2 fzte that befell many crews, including severnl experts, However,
on one or two occasions the side was rather let down by me - nn one ocension
we had just overtzken the car irn front, when on the next AR T parked it on
top of the osutside bank, Fortumately we managed to get off before we were
caught. The sting was in the tail, because we dropped & minutes at the penultimate
contrel Lo put us 1 iminute swey from OTL. However, we made it on time.



The {inish was at the Little Chef =t Shiptonthnrpe, where the staff must .
he congrmtulaved for thelr extremely efficient and courteous service., Doubtless,
& venue Thoit will be used agein,

It 413 rot t2ke John (Hllington long to glean the XIRH informstion that
only fouar crews had finished without fe2ils, so the results vere eagerly awaitbed,
. Bteven =n: Frank in the Seema/Sképss Sportswesr Magnum had done it again - their
second victiory in a fow weeks. Second were Hon Beecroft/John Millingtorn (Ilkley)
and third wvere Pip Dale/George Ward (York) (George's takes of whoeelapin vhen
flat out-in fifth on sheet ice are stdugh to moke even the hardiest of rlly
competitors cringel}, John and I came fourth overall, a very sntisfying result.
Trackrod's fortunes were further Lifted by Dave Lawton/Steve Hazeldine coming
in fifth, and first in class,

In the semi-expert class, Trackead had 2 second and fourth in class, Ian
and Nick were second, a tremendous performance for their first time out
together,  and Blvin and Steve were fourth to make our temm effort complete!

In the Shell Lesgne, Trackrod won on the day to promote us to second
oversll in the Tinal nlacings, Other placings were Stan Peel/J. Hewlings -
sixth, Alur Towell/Ton iuff ~ ninth, whilst M. Callaghen/Rod Porkin failed to
finish bovange of engine trouble in the Capri,

Crevall an interesting event, Let down by poor paperwork, bub gensrally
enjoyed bty =1l wha took pard,

Bot Chapman

THACKROL ‘ ' ’ ENDS



